Tom Retterath P.O.Box 1178

State Legislative Director Longview, WA 98632
Washington State (360) 425-3363

Legislative Board UM I['ﬂ[lspﬂ['tﬂﬂﬂ[l union Fax: (360) 425-0447

July 12, 2004

Carole J. Washburn, Commission Secretary

Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission
1300 S. Evergreen Park Drive, S.W. Rt
P.O. Box 47250 i 2
Olympia, WA 98504-7250 B

vy

RE: Request for modification of WAC 480-60-035 Walkways

Dear Commissioners:

I understand that our request has been granted a docket number of 041051.
I also understand from conversation with WUTC staff that more time is needed to process
this request. The United Transportation Union desires that problem of large ballast on
switching leads be corrected, therefore we have no problem allowing 90 extra days to do
the necessary preparation to address this unsafe condition.

Enclosed with this letter please find additional information for WUTC staff.
49 CFR Section 213.33 Drainage is enclosed as copied from federal regulations. In
addition BNSF engineering instructions regarding walkway ballast is enclosed. Please
pay particular attention to 8.2.3 Walkway Section Construction (B) EXCEPTION:
Avoid fines or waste where good drainage is required

Thanking you to your attention to this matter I remain
Very truly yours,

T kitleads

Tom Retterath
Washington State Legislative Director
United Transportation Union

CC: Mike Rowswell, WUTC Rail Safety Manager

s
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Engineering Instructions

8 Ballast, Subgrade, and Drainage

B. Yard Ballast on Main Line Track

Tyt !

aved 4 Back "‘Vacé

Use the following grédation of yard ballast on main-Hne-treek:

Size of Square Sieve Opening Percent Passing by Weight
1-1/2 100
1 95-100
12 25-60
#4 1-10
#2 0-5

C. Ballast on Branch Lines and Yard Tracks

Other variations of ballast products as approved by the System Chief Engineer are
available from the quarries and may be used on branch lines and yard tracks.

D. Products Available

Available Material Nominal Size Approved Uses
Ballast 2-1/2" to 3/4™ Main line and siding
Yard ballast 1-12to #4 Yard and industry
Chips 3/4" to 1/4" Some roadway and walkway
application
Sorted rip rap Even sized as Embankment stabilization
required: 20", 36",
48", etc.
Shot rock Quarry run: 6" to Stabilization
desk-size rock '
Surge 6" to 8" Stabilization and drainage
Waste/fines 1/4" minus Some walkway application,
subballast, road surface, fill
material
Roadbase 1" minus Some roadway and walkway

application, fill material

Revision: January 2, 1998
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Engineering Instructions 8 Ballast, Subgrade, and Drainage

8.2.3 Walkway Section Construction

In many locations, the state government has specific regulations concerning
walkway sections around turnouts, crew change points, etc. Where applicable,
follow these regulations or the directions of the Division Superintendent.

A. General Construction Guidelines

Use these general guidelines for constructing walkway sections:

1. Prepare the subgrade properly to enhance the effectiveness of the walkway
material and reduce the amount of aggregate needed.

2. Where possible, extend the ballast shoulders/walkways on the turnout side
of the switch:

* 8 feet 6 inches wide (measured from the centerline of the track)
+ 3 feet radius around the headblock ties
* 20 feet each direction from the headblock ties

3. Where required along track away from turnouts, construct the walkway at
least 2 feet wide. Make sure the outer edge of the walkway is at least 8 feet
6 inches from the centerline of the track (at least 6 feet from the nearest
rail).

4. When placing walkway material, compact it with a rubber tire or vibratory
compactor until the material does not move. '

B. Suitable Walkway Material

A safe and economicatl walkway surface can be constructed of construction
aggregate. Ensure that the selected aggregate meets these requirements:

Ease and safety of walking
*  Resistance to erosion by surface runoff water
* Durability of material
* Cost of material from a given source or when compared to other options

You may use the following material for walkway surfaces if they meet the above
requirements:

*  Roadbase (1 inch and smaller) or yard ballast (1-1/2 inches and smaller).
Each is evenly graded and generally works in most walkway applications.

Revision: January 2, 1998 8-7




8 Ballast, Subgrade, and Drainage Engineering Instructions

+  Chips (1/4 inch to 3/4 inch). Use in thin layers to avoid a "marbly" surface,
which is difficult to walk on.

*  Fines or waste (1/4 inch minus size).

EXCEPTION: Avoid fines or waste where good drainage is réquired
n slopes more than 3 percent. (These materials are subject to

erosion and tend to be muddy when wet and dusty when dry).

8.3 Pre-Dumping Ballast

For mechanized tie and "super surfacing," as well as other projects, pre-dump
ballast ahead of the gang. For tie projects, side-dump the ballast.

For mechanized tie projects, unload, plow, and sweep the ballast in advance of
unloading the ties, if possible.

The Roadmaster specifies the number of cars per mile that are authorized to be

unloaded on the project. A pre-dump of three cars per mile will result in rock on
each field side of the rail 2 inches to 3 inches high (half the rail height).

- 8.4 Unioading Ballast Cars

When working around ballast-disturbing activities, follow
the requirements of the BNSF Respiratory Protection
Policy for Maintenance of Way Employees.

8.4.1 Preparing to Unload Ballast
Do the following before beginning the unloading operation:

1. Before calling a work train, inspect ballast cars to ensure that they contain
the proper material.

2. Notify the Jocal Signal Supervisor fo protect signal equipment such as hot
box detectors.

3. Ensure that the Supervisor in charge has stationed a member of the train
crew on the ground to help communicate by radio with the engineer during
unloading.

8-8 Revision: January 2, 1998




