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BEFORE THE WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

	TOPPENISH, SIMCOE, AND WESTERN RAILROAD

                                     Petitioner,

                 v.

YAKIMA COUNTY

                                     Respondent.
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	DOCKET NO. TR-020330

ORDER GRANTING PETITION TO RELOCATE A GRADE  CROSSING AT WEST WHITE SWAN ROAD

D.O.T.               099250N

W.U.T.C.           39A 20.20




BACKGROUND

1 On March 14, 2002, the Toppenish, Simcoe, and Western Railroad filed a petition with the Commission seeking authority to relocate an existing highway-rail grade crossing.  The crossing is located at the intersection of West White Swan Road and the Petitioner’s tracks, in the SW ¼ of the NW ¼ of Section 6, Township 10 N, Range 17 E, W.M., in Yakima County, Washington.  

2 Respondent has consented to an entry of an order by the Commission without further notice or hearing.

DISCUSSION

3 West White Swan Road, in the vicinity of the crossing, is classified as a major collector road.  The roadway consists of one 15’ wide lane for each direction of traffic and a vehicle speed limit of 45 MPH.  The roadway intersects the tracks at an obtuse angle.  Sight distance down the tracks is restricted for the west-bound approach to the crossing due to the presence of trees and brush in the northeast quadrant of the crossing.

4 Respondent maintains one branch-line track through the crossing.  Daily train traffic includes two freight trains and two passenger trains, although the passenger trains operate on a seasonal basis (May-October).  The maximum timetable speed for trains is 10 MPH.

5 Petitioner seeks to relocate the crossing by relocating the tracks so that they cross West White Swan Road approximately 110 feet east of their original location.  The purpose for the relocation is to align the tracks with the loading dock of a timber company located northwest of the crossing.  As part of the proposal, Yakima County has modified the roadway grades in the vicinity so that the new crossing location is level.  Warning devices at the crossing include advance warning signs and standard Crossbuck signs.  Upgrades to warning devices are not included in the current proposal.

6 Commission Staff investigated the petition and recommended that it be granted, subject to specified conditions.

7 This matter was brought before the Commission at its regularly scheduled open meeting on May 8, 2002.  The Commissioners have reviewed the petition and have been advised in the matter.  They believe that granting the petition, subject to the conditions set forth below, is in the public interest, and direct the Secretary to issue the Order.

O R D E R

8 THE COMMISSION GRANTS the petition of the Toppenish, Simcoe, and Western Railroad to relocate a highway-rail grade crossing located at the intersection of West White Swan Road and the petitioner’s tracks, in Yakima County, Washington, subject to the following conditions.

(1) The upgrades must conform to the plans filed in this proceeding.

(2) The crossing must be hard-surfaced between the rails and for a distance of one foot outside of each rail for the full width of the traveled roadway.

(3) The roadway grade for 25 feet on each side of the centerline of the railway at the crossing must be level.

(4) Traffic control devices, pavement markings, and advance warning signs must comply with all applicable standards specified in the U.S. Department of Transportation Manual On Uniform Traffic Control Devices.
(5) The brush and trees in the northeast quadrant of the crossing must be cleared to the extent that west-bound highway users have a clear view down the tracks to the north.

(6) Upon completion of the relocation authorized herein, including the fulfillment of the above conditions, Petitioner must notify the Commission.  Acceptance of the changes is subject to an inspection by Commission Staff, verifying that they are in full compliance with law, regulation, and the conditions specified herein.

DATED at Olympia, Washington and effective this 8th of May, 2002
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CAROLE J. WASHBURN, Secretary

