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Bob Ferguson 

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF WASHINGTON 
800 Fifth Avenue #2000 Seattle WA 98104-3188 

August 20, 2015 

SENT VIA WEB PORTAL & ABC LMI 
Mr. Steven V. King 
Executive Director and Secretary 
Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission 
1300 S. Evergreen Park Dr. S.W. 
P. 0. Box 47250 
Olympia, Washington 98504-7250 

Re: 	In the Matter of the Petition of Sierra Club, Climate Solutions, and Washington 
Environmental Council for an Adjudicatory Proceeding Relating to the Prudency of 
Continued Investments in Colstr4 Plant Units 1 and 2. 
Docket HE-iS 1592 

Dear Mr. King: 

Enclosed for filing in the above-referenced docket are the original and 12 copies of the Public 
Counsel Response to Petition for Adjudicative Docket on behalf of Public Counsel, and the 
Certificate of Service. 

SinTely, 

Simon ffith )( 
Senior Assistant *ttrney General 
Public Counsel Division 
(206)389-2055 

Sf:cjb 

cc: 	Service List (First Class Mail & Email) 



BEFORE THE WASHINGTON STATE 
UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 

In the Matter of the Petition of: 

Sierra Club, Climate Solutions, and 
Washington Environmental Council 

For an Adjudicatory Proceeding Relating 
to the Prudency of Continued Investments 
in Colstrip Plant Units 1 and 2 

DOCKET UE-15 1592 

PUBLIC COUNSEL RESPONSE TO 
PETITION FOR ADJUDICATIVE 
DOCKET 

Public Counsel files this response to the Petition for Adjudicatory Proceeding Relating to 

the Prudency of Continued Investments in Colstrip Plants 1 and 2 (Petition) filed July 31, 2015, 

by Sierra Club, Washington Environmental Council, and Climate Solutions (Joint Petitioners). 
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	 Public Counsel supports the request to open an adjudicative docket to consider issues 

related to Puget Sound Energy's (PSE's) ownership of the Colstrip plant. As a general matter, 

Public Counsel supports an orderly transition away from reliance on coal-fired electricity 

generation. The requested docket would provide an opportunity for the Commission and 

stakeholders to review and evaluate alternative regulatory avenues to address potential Colstrip 

transition issues. The procedural tools available to the Commission in an adjudication should 

allow more detailed fact gathering and policy analysis to address many of the issues raised during 

consideration of the Colstrip legislation in the 2015 Washington legislature. A well-developed 

record in this proceeding can provide a sound basis for future decision making regarding Colstrip. 
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	 Public Counsel is not endorsing or recommending a specific outcome for the docket at this 

time. That will depend on the development and analysis of the record and issue in the case. 

However, opening a docket is consistent with the Commission's own recommended approach from 

the 2013 PSE Integrated Resource Plan process. The proceeding would allow the Commission, 

inter alia, to consider what regulatory tools, e.g. an advance determination regarding investment 
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prudence, are available or appropriate to provide guidance to utilities with regard to coal plant 

ownership. 
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Public Counsel makes no specific recommendation regarding a timeline or case schedule at 

this stage of the case, although joint petitioners' proposed schedule maybe unrealistic in some 

regards given the complexity of the issues. Consistent with Commission practice, the schedule is 

best determined with input from all parties at the prehearing conference. Any schedule in this case 

should allow the time necessary to develop a full record in a manner that allows adequate time for 

stakeholders to effectively participate. 

5 	 Dated this 20th  day of August, 2015. 

RQBERT W. 
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Simon J. ffitc 
Senior Assist 
Public Couns 

General 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

DOCKET IIE-151592 
In the Matter of the Petition of Sierra Club, Climate Solutions and Washing/on 

Environmental Councilfor an Adjudicatory Proceeding Relating to the Prudency of 
Continued Investments in Colsfrip Plant Units 1 and 2 

I, Carol Baker, do hereby certify that I have this day served a true and correct copy 
of Public Counsel Response to Petition for Adjudicative Docket to all parties of record listed 
and by the manner indicated below: 

SERVICE LIST 
HC = Receive Highly Confidential; C = Receive Confidential; NC = Receive Non- 
Confidential 

COMMISSION STAFF: 
SIERRA CLUB: 

Sally Brown 
Gloria Smith Senior Assistant Attorney General 
Travis Ritchie Washington Utilities and Transportation 
Sierra Club Environmental Law Program Commission 

1400 S. Evergreen Park Drive S.W. 
P.O. Box 40128 

 85 Second Street, Floor 2 
San Francisco, CA 94618 

Olympia, WA 98504-0128 Email: Gloria.smithsierrac1ub.org  

Email: sbrown(utc.wa.gov  Email: travis.ritchie@sienaclub.org  

El via ABC Legal Messenger El via ABC Legal Messenger 

El via FedEx Overnight Delivery El via FedEx Overnight Delivery 

via U.S. First-Class Mail via U.S. First-Class Mail 

El via Hand-Delivery El via Hand-Delivery 

via E-Mail via E-Mail 

SIERRA CLUB: CLIMATE SOLUTIONS: 

Jeffrey D. Goltz Ann E. (3ravatt 

Cascadia Law Group, PLLC. Policy Advisor 

606 Columbia Street N.W., Suite 212 Climate Solutions 

Olympia, WA 98501 610 S.W. Broadway, Suite 306 

Email: igoltzcascadialaw.com  Portland, OR 97205 
Email: aim(Ziclimatesolutions.org  

El via ABC Legal Messenger 
El via ABC Legal Messenger El via FedEx Overnight Delivery 
El via FedEx Overnight Delivery via U.S. First-Class Mail 

via U.S. First-Class Mail El via Hand-Delivery 
El via Hand-Delivery via E-Mail 

via E-Mail 
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DOCKET UE-15 1592 	 800 FIFTH AVENUE, SUITE 2000 
SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98104-3188 

(206) 464-7744 



WASHINGTON ENVIRONMENTAL 
COUNCIL (WEC): 

PUGET SOUND ENERGY: 
Sasha Pollack 
Climate and Clean Energy Campaign Director Puget Sound Energy, Inc. 
Washington Environmental Council P.O. Box 97034 
1402 Third Avenue, Suite 1400 Bellevue, WA 98009-9734 
Seattle, WA 98101 
sashawecprotects.org  El via ABC Legal Messenger 

via FedEx Overnight Delivery 
El via ABC Legal Messenger N via U.S. First-Class Mail 
El via FedEx Overnight Delivery El via Hand-Delivery 

via U.S. First-Class Mail El via E-Mail 
El via Hand-Delivery 

via E-Mail 

INDUSTRIAL CUSTOMERS OF 
NORTHWEST UTILITIES (ICNU): 

Tyler C. Pepple 
333 S.W. Taylor, Suite 400 
Portland, OR 97204 
tcp(dvc1aw. corn 

El via ABC Legal Messenger 
El via FedEx Overnight Delivery 

via U.S. First-Class Mail 
El via Hand-Delivery 

via E-Mail  

DATED: August 20, 2015. 	

(k gdvx_ 
Carol Baker 
Legal Assistant 
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