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TRAINING TIMELINES, EXAM TO LICENSURE (COMPLETED)
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These are the training timelines from the previous exams in 2016, 2018, and 2021.
Blue bars show number of days in training program prior to licensure.

Gray bars show number of days wait time between exam date and start of training.



TRAINING TIMELINES, EXAM TO LICENSURE (ESTIMATED)

This chart shows estimated progression of the 12 trainees from 2024 exam.

9 have begun training and will be licensed in 2026 and 2027 (4 or 5 each year)

3 are waiting to begin training in mid 2026 and will be licensed in 2028

If all are successful there will be 12 new licensures over three years (2026-2028).

This will

go a long way toward replacing expected retirements.

Blue bars show estimated two years in training program prior to licensure.

Gray bars show number of days wait time between exam date and start of training.
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ACTIVE PILOTS NEARING RETIREMENT & PILOT RETIREMENT AGE DATA

Active PS Pilots Chart shows age at
licensure (light blue bars) and current

age of all active Puget Sound Pilots as of

January 2026.

There are 56 active pilots.

There are 16 pilots age 63-67 who
are nearing retirement (shaded red).

There are 40 pilots age 35-60 who
are less likely to retire (shaded blue). ;

Light blue bars show age at licensure.

ACTIVE PS PILOTS in JANUARY 2026

56 active PS pilots, oldest to youngest

16 pilots age 63-67 (nearing retirement)

40 pilots age 35-60

average age at licensure 45, average age at retirement 64
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Percentage of Pilots who retired at each age
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Data on pilot retirement ages

is compiled from 62 retirements of pilots

licensed 1985 to present.

Mandatory retirement age is 70.
Most pilots retire before age 70.
Average retirement age is 64.
Retirements include some early
medical retirements due to
disability.



Exh. IC-19
Page 5 of 6

NUMBER OF PILOTS BY YEAR, WITH LICENSURE AND RETIREMENT DETAIL

Chart shows licensures and retirements in the Puget Sound District 1985 through 2025, and projected future licensures and retirements.

Mandatory retirement info is provided; however, most pilots retire earlier than the mandatory retirement age (average retirement age is 64).
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KEY TAKEAWAYS

1. Average PS pilot retirement age is 64 and there are currently 16 pilots nearing
retirement (ages 63-67).

2. Over the next three years (2026 through 2028) 12 licensures are expected.
3. Number of licensed pilots is expected to reach 59 in 2027

4. Number of licensed pilots is expected to remain at 59 through 2034, assuming
3 retirements per year, which may be conservative, and 3 licensures per year.

5. To reach the current authorized number of pilots (60) would require more licensures or
fewer retirements than projected.

6. If retirements exceed 3 per year, number of licensed pilots may not reach 59.

Other takeaways?





