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Regarding the closing of the railroad crossing at Hickox Road in Skagit
ounty, Washington, we would like to make the following comments:

irst of all, from the aspect of safety, this is a very big concern for

ose of us living west of the freeway. The fire department and aid crew

at serves this area has direct access to our home across the Hickox Road
overpass and the railroad crossing in question. Having to detour this would
. greatly increase the time it would take to respond to emergencies in our
ountry neighborhoods. Our fire department recently relocated just so that
the Hickox Road access.would better serve people west of the freeway.

econdly, closihg this road with its access to Highway 99 and the easy I-5
outhbound on-ramp would be inexcusable as well as costly to those of us
ffected. Commuters, school buses, farm equipment, to mention a few, use
is road on a daily basis and would be hugely inconvenienced. Extra time,
ileage, fuel, would be required by many to make up for this closure.

e railroad can find another way to sideline cars without closing a busy
ountry road. Perhaps they can have a split at the crossing. It seems




absolutely ridiculous to inconvenience such a large number of people so that
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