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STATE OF WASHINGTON
BOARD OF PILOTAGE COMMISSIONERS

January 14, 2026

Captain Ivan Carlson, President
Puget Sound Pilots

2003 Western Ave, Suite 200
Seattle, WA 98121

Re: Azipod Training

Dear Captain Carlson,
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We understand that vessels with podded propulsion/steering systems in pilot license
levels zero and 1 are anticipated to start visiting the Puget Sound Pilotage District in the
immediate future. We recognize that currently, the most common podded vessels are
cruise ships of pilot license levels 4 and 5, and thus pilots receive specialized training in

piloting podded vessels prior to their level 4 upgrades.

Because these small-sized LNG bunker vessels are anticipated to be regular callers, the
Board of Pilotage Commissioners requires that all pilots receive specialized training in
podded vessel operations regardless of license level prior to being assigned to such a

vessel as the conning pilot.

Please contact me at Sheri.Tonn@wsdot.wa.gov if you have any questions or would like

additional information.

Sincerely,

Sheri J. Tonn, Chair
Board of Pilotage Commissioners

CC:  Scott Brewen, Executive Director, Puget Sound Pilots
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