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PUBLIC COUNSEL DATA REQUEST NO. 003 

Please provide copies of all contracts of firms hired by one or more Joint Applicant or by 
the seller for advisory assistance associated with the proposed transaction. 

Response: 

Each of the Joint Applicants objects to Public Counsel Data Request No. 003 on the 
ground that it seeks the production of documents that are neither relevant to the subject 
matter of this action nor reasonably calculated to lead to the discovery of admissible 
evidence and is overbroad as to time and scope, and is therefore unduly burdensome 
and oppressive. Given that discovery in this proceeding must be "narrowly defined and 
focused on the proposed transaction," (Docket U-180680, Order 01 at 8), copies of all 
contracts of firms hired by one or more Joint Applicant or by the seller for advisory 
assistance associated with the proposed transactions are not reasonably probative for 
consideration of the proposed transactions, particularly in light of the fact that all 
“advisory assistance” costs are being paid by seller and the Joint Applicants and no 
such “advisory assistance” costs will be included in rates paid by customers of Puget 
Sound Energy, as stated in Commitment 16. Each of the Joint Applicants further objects 
to Public Counsel Data Request No. 003 on the ground that the phrase “advisory 
assistance” is vague and ambiguous, and also objects to this request to the extent that 
it calls for the production of documents that are protected by the attorney-client privilege 
and/or the work product doctrine and to the extent it seeks confidential financial, 
proprietary, or trade secret information belonging to a Joint Applicant or a third party, or 
any other information subject to a confidentiality agreement, protective order, or legal 
duty of non-disclosure. Subject to and without waiving these objections, the Joint 
Applicants respond as follows. 
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