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Carole J. Washburn, Comission Secretary
‘Washington Utilties and Transportation Commission
1300 Evergreen Park Drive, SW., P.0. Box 47250
Olympia WA, 985047250

Re: Docket #040151

Sent VIA Electronic Traner Format

Dear Commissioners:

Brotherhood of L

101) inthis docket filed with the Code Reviser under statement of inquiry docket
040151

Now ayear and a half into this ciscussion of ralroad safety in Washingion Site, the:
for

9
definitions of rop, kick, and shove: railroar applications of General Code of Operating
Rules (GCOR) 6.5; and ralroad applications of GCOR 6.32.1. The BLET provides
comments on these requests below.

Definitions

For over 150 years, the term:
“drop, " “Kick," and *shove’ 10 operatetrains. Ralroad culture provides an immediate

operations. Just as*is” “and," or “the’ are not defined i the GCOR, the railroads are:
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In addition,

staf 3
Logically spesking, it is cear thet “a crew member must provide protection for the.
movement” for

people nor equipment

ement of the regul theuseof the
and avoided,
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rules andlysis of
o et
GCOR6321
WUTC Staf asks for examples of

draft rule presented at the May 12, 2004, open meeting. The rule suggesied by the sttt is
Codeof

BNSF railroad. U emore
control " Under WUTC
orit ly
o b
WUTC S,
prov

exception for the UPRR rule application.

Finally, the FRA has submitted an I nterim Report o the Sfety of Remote Control
ocomtive Operalions. I this audit had provided credible results, the safety of remote

cortrol However, the BLET
firms have ot road crossing
protections. 1n adktion, independent
Further, ol

by the FRA
Withall of these concernsin mind, the BLET is in the process of reaching some
diarfication from FRA on many of these issues. The change of FRA Adminisrators has

this current WUTC request TR
040151 The BLET will the C o P
‘coming montt
3document

ADIVISON OF THE RAIL CONFERENCE OF THE INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OF TEAMSTERS
AFFILIATED WITH THE WASHINGTON STATE LABOR COUNGIL, AF L-C10.




' wwwslb-bieorg

Rics, P10, Charman Russ G, Bates, Sarraary Troasres
2T AveCLE 1
Newcasle WA 98056
259 8527502 (a25) 2711085
(259 916043
KRG sslgbaesat com

Having seid his, the present work of WUTC is on General Point Protection, and the

Interim Report of RCL Operations does ol directly adress the concerns of Docket

#040151. However, the FRA Interim Report does present a paradigm of railroed safety
worker Inther:

the FRA spesking of point .

oreatly reduce the speed and efficiency of RCL operations...” (p. 12). This satement
greater

Over 150 yearsof

For Labor generally, worker and public sefety exists on a continuum between life and
death. For the FRA rker

The BLET

place worker

v
Respectfully submitted,
Mark K. Ricci, PhD., Charman

Washington State Legisiative Board
Brotherhood of L ocomtive Engineers and Trainmen
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