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 STATUTES RELATING TO WUTC AUTHORITY TO REGULATE CLEARANCES .

§ 80.01.040. General powers and duties of commission  

   The utilities and transportation commission shall:  

      (1) Exercise all the powers and perform all the duties prescribed therefor by this title and by
Title 81 RCW, or by any other law.  

      (2) Regulate in the public interest, as provided by the public service laws, the rates, services,
facilities, and practices of all persons engaging in the transportation by whatever means of persons
or property within this state for compensation, and related activities; including, but not limited to,
air transportation companies, auto transportation companies, express companies, freight and freight
line companies, motor freight companies, motor transportation agents, private car companies,
railway companies, sleeping car companies, steamboat companies, street railway companies, toll
bridge companies, storage warehousemen, and wharfingers and warehousemen.  

      (3) Regulate in the public interest, as provided by the public service laws, the rates, services,
facilities, and practices of all persons engaging within this state in the business of supplying any
utility service or commodity to the public for compensation, and related activities; including, but not
limited to, electrical companies, gas companies, irrigation companies, telecommunications
companies, and water companies.  

      (4) Make such rules and regulations as may be necessary to carry out its other powers and
duties. 

* * *

§ 81.04.387. Penalties -- Violations by other corporations  

   Every corporation, other than a public service company, which shall violate any provision of this
title, or which shall fail to obey, observe or comply with any order of the commission under
authority of this title, so long as the same shall be and remain in force, shall be subject to a penalty
of not to exceed the sum of one thousand dollars for each and every offense. Every such violation
shall be a separate and distinct offense, and the penalty shall be recovered in an action as provided
in RCW 81.04.400.  

* * *

§ 81.28.010. Duties as to rates, services, and facilities  
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   All charges made for any service rendered or to be rendered in the transportation of persons or
property, or in connection therewith, by any common carrier, or by any two or more common
carriers, shall be just, fair, reasonable and sufficient. 
  
    Every common carrier shall construct, furnish, maintain and provide, safe, adequate and sufficient
service facilities, trackage, sidings, railroad connections, industrial and commercial spurs and
equipment to enable it to promptly, expeditiously, safely and properly receive, transport and deliver
all persons or property offered to or received by it for transportation, and to promote the safety,
health, comfort and convenience of its patrons, employees and the public. 

    All rules and regulations issued by any common carrier affecting or pertaining to the
transportation of persons or property shall be just and reasonable.  

* * *

 § 81.28.240. Commission may order improved facilities and service  

   Whenever the commission shall find, after such hearing, that the rules, regulations, practices,
equipment, appliances, facilities or service of any such common carrier in respect to the
transportation of persons or property are unjust, unreasonable, unsafe, improper, inadequate or
insufficient, the commission shall determine the just, reasonable, safe, adequate, sufficient and
proper rules, regulations, practices, equipment, appliances, facilities or service to be observed,
furnished, constructed or enforced and be used in the transportation of persons and property by such
common carrier, and fix the same by its order or rule.  

* * *

§ 81.44.010. Commission may order improved facilities  

   Whenever the commission shall, after a hearing had upon its own motion or upon complaint, find
that, additional tracks, switches, terminals, terminal facilities, stations, motive power or any other
property, apparatus, equipment, facilities or device for use by any common carrier in, or in
connection with the transportation of persons or property, ought reasonably to be provided, or any
repairs or improvements to, or changes in, any theretofore in use ought reasonably to be made, or
any additions or changes in construction should reasonably be made thereto, in order to promote the
security or convenience of the public or employees, or in order to secure adequate service or
facilities for the transportation of passengers or property, the commission may, after a hearing, either
on its own motion or after complaint, make and serve an order directing such repairs, improvements,
changes or additions to be made.  

* * *

§ 81.44.065. Devolution of powers and duties relative to safety of railroads  
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   The utilities and transportation commission shall exercise all powers and duties in relation to the
inspection of tracks, bridges, structures, equipment, apparatus, and appliances of railroads with
respect to the safety of employees and the public and the administration and enforcement of all laws
providing for the protection of the public and employees of railroads which prior to April 1, 1955
were vested in and required to be performed by the director of labor and industries.  


