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State Commission to Hold Hearings

on Proposal to Increase Train Speeds

A plan to increase train speeds
through some communities be-
tween Seattle and Vancouver
B.C. will be the subject of pub-
lic hearings by the Washington
Utilities and Transportation
Commissin (WUTC) on Jan. 19
and 20 in Marysville.

The WUTC, which must ap-
prove the higher train-speed lim-

its, has scheduled public hearings-
at 9 a.m. Jan. 19 and 20 in the.

City Council Chambers of the
»Pubhc Safety Bu1ldmg, 1635
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Although the exact time has not
been set, the presiding adminis-
trative law judge will make an
announcement at 9 a.m. Thurs-
day, Jan. 19 when testimony will
be taken from members of the

public.
The three-member commission

will make a decision on whether
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Grove Street, Marysville.
Representatives from the

Washington Department of -

Transportation (WSDOT), the
National Railroad Passenger Corp.
(Amtrak) and Burlington North-
ern Railroad Co. (BN) will make
a presentation on their joint pro-
posal to increase speed limits for
passenger and freight trains to
accommodate a high-speed rail
‘system.-Marysville city officials
are also expected to testify.

See Train Speed, P-13

to approve the proposed train-
speed changes later this winter.
Cities with a population of 50,000 .
or more, such as Seattle,
Tacoma, Everett and Bellingham,
can formally approve higher train
speeds themselves. However, the
WUTC regulates the speed limit
trains can travel through smaller
towns along the track route, in-
cluding Edmonds, Ferndale,
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; Associated Press

- A crossing sign sits in front of a train derailment Tuesday in
SIQI\ fa"S Ollt Of date Belen, N.M. Olfsf]icialls say there were nolinjuries: when 11 carsylelft

the tracks in the early morning accident. : .
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