
Amendment for

Access to Signaling

to the

Interconnection Agreement

between

Qwest Corporation

and

Focal Communications Corporation of Washington

This Amendment (“Amendment”) is to the Interconnection Agreement between Qwest Corporation (f/k/a U S WEST Communications, Inc.) (“Qwest”), a Colorado corporation, and Focal Communications Corporation of Washington (“CLEC”).  Qwest and CLEC may be referred to individually as a "Party" and collectively as the "Parties".

RECITALS
WHEREAS, the Parties entered into an Interconnection Agreement, for service in the State of Washington, that was approved by the Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission (“Commission”) on March 10, 1999, as referenced in Docket No.
UT-990313 (“Agreement”); and 

WHEREAS, the Parties wish to amend the Agreement under the terms and conditions contained herein.

AGREEMENT

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual terms, covenants and conditions contained in this Amendment and other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is hereby acknowledged, the Parties agree as follows:

1. 
Amendment Terms
This Amendment is made in order to add terms, conditions and rates for Access to Signaling, as set forth in Attachment 1 and Exhibit A, attached hereto and incorporated herein. 

2.
Effective Date
This Amendment shall be deemed effective upon Commission approval; however, the Parties may agree to implement the provisions of this Amendment upon execution.  To accommodate this need, CLEC must generate, if necessary, an updated Customer Questionnaire.  In addition to the Questionnaire, all system updates will need to be completed by Qwest.  CLEC will be notified when all system changes have been made.  Actual order processing may begin once these requirements have been met.

3.
Amendments; Waivers 

The provisions of this Amendment, including the provisions of this sentence, may not be amended, modified or supplemented, and waivers or consents to departures from the provisions of this Amendment may not be given without the written consent thereto by both Parties' authorized representative.  No waiver by any party of any default, misrepresentation, or breach of warranty or covenant hereunder, whether intentional or not, will be deemed to extend to any prior or subsequent default, misrepresentation, or breach of warranty or covenant hereunder or affect in any way any rights arising by virtue of any prior or subsequent such occurrence.
4.
Entire Agreement

This Amendment (including the documents referred to herein) constitutes the full and entire understanding and agreement between the Parties with regard to the subjects of this Amendment and supersedes any prior understandings, agreements, amendments, or representations by or between the Parties, written or oral, to the extent they relate in any way to the subjects of this Amendment.

The Parties intending to be legally bound have executed this Amendment as of the dates set forth below, in multiple counterparts, each of which is deemed an original, but all of which shall constitute one and the same instrument.

Focal Communications Corporation 

Qwest Corporation

of Washington
Authorized Signature




Authorized Signature








L. T. Christensen



Name Printed/Typed




Name Printed/Typed








Director – Business Policy


Title






Title

Date






Date

ATTACHMENT 1

9.13
Access to Signaling

9.13.1
Description

9.13.1.1
Qwest will provide CLEC with non-discriminatory access to signaling networks, including signaling links and Signaling Transfer Points (STP), call-related databases and Service Management Systems (SMS) on an unbundled basis.  Access to Qwest's signaling network provides for the exchange of signaling information necessary to exchange traffic and access call-related databases.  Signaling networks enable CLEC the ability to send SS7 messages between its Switches and Qwest's Switches, and between CLEC's Switches and those third party networks with which Qwest's signaling network is connected.  CLEC may access Qwest's signaling network from a CLEC Switch via unbundled signaling and unbundled signaling transport elements between CLEC's Switch and Qwest STPs.  CLEC may access Qwest's signaling network from each of its Switches via a signaling link pair between its Switch and the Qwest STPs.  CLEC may make such connection in the same manner as Qwest connects one of its own Switches to STPs.  Qwest will offer unbundled access to its signaling network to CLECs that request signaling as an Unbundled Network Element or as a part of UNE Combination.  Access to Qwest's signaling network for purposes of Interconnection and the exchange of traffic is addressed in the Interconnection Section of the Agreement.  The Common Channel Signaling used by the Parties shall be Signaling System 7.

9.13.1.2
Common Channel Signaling Access Capability/Signaling System 7 (CCSAC/SS7) provides multiple pieces of signaling information via the SS7 network. This signaling information includes, but is not limited to, specific information regarding calls made on associated Feature Group D trunks and/or LIS trunks, Line Information Database (LIDB) data, Local Number Portability (LNP), Custom Local Area Signaling Services (CLASS), 8XX set up information, Call Set Up information and transient messages.

9.13.1.3
Optional features of CCSAC/SS7 are dependent on specific CLEC design requirements as well as the existence of adequate transport facilities.  Transport facilities must be in place to accommodate Call Set Up of related Feature Group D and/or LIS messages, transient messages, and other ancillary services (e.g., LIDB data and 8XX set up information).

9.13.2
 Terms and Conditions

9.13.2.1
All elements of the unbundled CCSAC/SS7 arrangement will be developed on an Individual Case Basis based on CLEC’s design requirements.  All of CLEC’s unbundled design elements are subject to facility requirements identified below.

9.13.2.2
At a minimum, transport facilities must exist from CLEC’s Point of Presence or Signaling Point of Interface (SPOI) to the identified Qwest STP location.  Unbundled transport facilities to accommodate CCSAC/SS7 signaling may be developed using Unbundled Network Elements (UNEs) as defined in the UNE Section of the Agreement.

9.13.2.3
CLEC’s CCSAC/SS7 design requirements will include, but are not limited to:

9.13.2.3.1
STP Port - This element is the point of termination to the signal switching capabilities of the STP.  Access to a Qwest STP Port is required at a DS0 level.

9.13.2.3.2
Specific Point Code detail including the identification of CLEC’s Originating, Destination and Signaling Options (i.e., ISDN User Part [ISUP] or Transaction Capabilities Application Part [TCAP] requirements).

9.13.2.3.3
All signaling routing requirements will be identified in CLEC’s design.  CLEC will provide industry standard codes identifying Qwest end offices, Tandems, sub-tending end offices and STPs that will be included in the designed unbundled signaling arrangement.

9.13.2.4
The CCSAC/SS7 unbundled arrangement must meet the following requirements:

9.13.2.4.1
Both Qwest and CLEC are obligated to follow existing industry standards as described in Telcordia documents including but not limited to GR-905 CORE, GR-954-CORE, GR-394-CORE and Qwest Technical Publication 77342.

9.13.2.4.2
CLEC’s Switch or network SS7 node must meet industry and Qwest certification standards. 

9.13.2.4.3
Unbundled transport facilities must be provisioned at a minimum DS1 capacity at CLEC’s Point of Presence or SPOI.  This facility must be exclusively used for the transmission of network control signaling data.

9.13.2.4.4
Calling Party Number (CPN), or a reasonable alternative, will be delivered by each Party to the other, in accordance with FCC requirements, when received from another Carrier or from the telephone equipment of the end user.

9.13.2.4.5
Carrier Identification Parameter (CIP) will be delivered by CLEC to Qwest in accordance with industry standards, where Technically Feasible.

9.13.2.4.6
Provisions relating to call related databases (i.e., 8XX, LIDB, Advanced Intelligent Network (AIN), etc.) are contained in other Sections of the Agreement.

9.13.3
Rate Elements

Rates and charges for the unbundled CCSAC/SS7 elements will be assessed based on CLEC’s specific design requirements.  Both nonrecurring and monthly recurring rates may be applicable.  Message rating applies to all messages traversing the Qwest signaling network.  Messages which are transient in nature (not destined for Qwest databases) will be assessed message rates.  Pricing detail is provided in Exhibit A of this Amendment.  Rate elements for unbundled CCSAC/SS7 elements are:

9.13.3.1
Nonrecurring Rates.  CCSAC Option Activation Charge – Assessed for adding or changing a point code in the signaling network.  Qwest will charge CLEC based upon its selection of either basic or database activation, as detailed in Exhibit A of this Amendment.

9.13.3.2
Recurring Rates

9.13.3.2.1
STP Port - a monthly recurring charge, per connection into the STP.

9.13.3.2.2
Signal Formulation Charge - a per call set up charge for formulating the ISUP message at a SS7 SP/SSP.

9.13.3.2.3
Signal Transport Charge - a per call set up request or data request charge for the transmission of signaling data between the local STP and an end office SP/SSP.  This rate element includes separate charges for ISUP and TCAP messages.

9.13.3.2.4
Signal Switching Charge - a per call set up request or data request charge for switching an SS7 message at the local STP.  This rate element includes separate charges for ISUP and TCAP messages.

9.13.4
Ordering

9.13.4.1
CCSAC/SS7 unbundled CLEC-designed elements will initially require design information from CLEC.  Ordering for CCSAC/SS7 will be handled on an individual basis, using service activation meetings between CLEC and Qwest.  CLEC will provide a Translation Questionnaire, Link Data Sheet and ASR during the service activation meetings.

9.13.4.2
Qwest will provide jeopardy notification, Design Layout Reports (DLR), Completion Notification and Firm Order Confirmation (FOC) in a non-discriminatory manner.

9.13.4.3
Due date intervals for CCSAC/SS7 will be established on an Individual Case Basis.

9.13.5
Maintenance and Repair

The Parties will perform cooperative testing and trouble isolation to identify where trouble points exist.  CLEC Cross Connections will be repaired by CLEC and Qwest Cross Connections will be repaired by Qwest.  Maintenance and Repair processes are contained in the Agreement.
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