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WUTC v. CASCADE

RESPONSE OF PUBLIC COUNSEL TO STAFF

DATA REQUESTS
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Directed to: Judith Krebs
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Date Produced: September 6, 2006
Prepared by: Jim Lazar
Witnesses: Jim Lazar

WUTC STAFF DATA REQUEST NO. 52
Re: Witness Jim Lazar

Referring to page 33 lines 6 tol0 of Mr. Lazar’s direct testimony, a reference is made to a
17-year-old statement by Mr. Richard Byers of Commission Staft, indicating that the
residential space-heating load factor for a gas distribution company is only 20 percent
and the load factor for the water heating customers is 90 percent. Please provide all load
studies done by Mr. Lazar covering the test year in this proceeding that update Mr.
Byers’ statement. In addition, please indicate how this load factor information appears in
the final design of Mr. Lazar’s inverted block rates for Cascade Natural Gas Company.

RESPONSE:
Mr. Lazar has not updated Mr. Byers study.

Mr. Lazar is a member of the Northwest Power and Conservation Council’s Regional
Technical Forum (RTF), which advises the Council on energy efficiency issues. In that
context, he has been involved in the valuation of space heating conservation measures,
based upon the annual load factor and seasonal and diurnal load shape of space heating’
consumption. The RTF calculated space heating load factors for the Northwest which
range from 13% relative to an extreme winter peak up to 27% for a normal winter peak,
so these newer analyses are consistent with Mr. Byers study. Residential water heating
load factor was measured at 38% relative to a normal winter peak, also consistent with
Mr. Byers analysis. In addition, Mr. Lazar was involved in setting up Puget Sound
Energy’s methodology for valuing residential weatherization and residential water
heating efficiency measures. Those programs relied on the RTF analysis, and WUTC



Staff had no objection to the use of the RTF data. The RTF analysis is attached as
“WUTC 52 RTF Load Factors and Load Shape.xls”
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