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WUTC Data Request 23 

Regarding Exhibit Nos. RJM-1CT 32:5 - 33, 36:18-20; RJM-4C 6:8-11; and  
Regarding Exhibit No. RJM-9, p. 5, 6, please explain why PacifiCorp defined the 
seasons as specified on p. 6. Specifically, given the finding that the 
Solar_Increasing variable should be defined as March through July, please 
explain whether an alternative definition of seasons (potentially a three-season 
specification) could improve predictions of WEIM transfers in the proposed 
models. 

Response to WUTC Data Request 23 

The seasons were defined to try and capture certain Western energy imbalance 
market (WEIM) market trends and weather patterns. One trend the seasonal 
definition aimed to capture is how energy flows across the WEIM by season. For 
example, experience shows that excess solar energy in the Southwest and 
Southern California induces electricity flows in the middle of the day during 
summer months from South to North. PacifiCorp has not performed any detailed 
analysis on the seasonal attributes of the WEIM, therefore the definitions used in 
the WEIM forecasting models are approximations. 

PacifiCorp has not performed any analysis on alternative definitions of seasons 
for determining whether predictions of WEIM transfers could be improved. 
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