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BEFORE THE WASHINGTON 

UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 

 

 

In the Matter of Determining the Proper 

Carrier Classification of, and Complaint 

for Penalties Against: 

 

CASCADE ADVENTURES, INC.; 

CASCADE ADVENTURES BAKER 

BUS LLC  

DOCKET TE-190086 

 

DECLARATION OF JASON HOXIT 

 

 

  

 
I, Jason Hoxit, under penalty of perjury under the laws of the state of Washington, declares as 

follows: 

1. I am over 18 years of age, a citizen of the United States, a resident of the state of Washington, 

and competent to be a witness. 

2. I am employed by the Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission (Commission) as a 

Compliance Investigator in the Transportation Safety Division. As a Compliance Investigator, 

my responsibilities include conducting investigations into the operations of regulated and 

unregulated transportation companies. As part of those duties, I investigate charter party and 

excursion service carriers that may be operating without the required Commission-issued 

certificate. 

3. On March 12, 2019, the Commission entered Order 02, Stipulated Initial Order Classifying 

Respondent as Charter Party or Excursion Service Carrier; Ordering Respondent to Cease and 

Desist; Imposing and Suspending Penalties on Condition of Future Compliance (Order 02).1 

Order 02 assessed a penalty of $10,000 against Cascade Adventures, Inc.; Cascade Adventures 

Baker Bus LLC, (Cascade Adventures or Company) for two violations of Revised Code of 

Washington (RCW) 81.70.260(1) for operating as a charter party or excursion service carrier in 

the state of Washington after the cancellation of its certificate. 

4. In Order 02, the Commission suspended an $8,500 portion of the penalty for a period of two 

years on the conditions that: (1) Cascade Adventures refrained permanently from further 

operations as a charter party or excursion service carrier in the state of Washington without first 

obtaining the required certificate from the Commission, and (2) Cascade Adventures paid the 

remaining $1,500 penalty in accordance with the payment schedule in Appendix A. 

5. On March 22, 2019, the Commission received the transcript from the March 12 special 

proceeding.2 In the transcript, Cascade Adventures acknowledged that: (1) the Company 

reviewed and understood Order 02 in its entirety, (2) the Company was penalized $10,000 for 

advertising and offering to conduct operations, and (3) if the Commission found Cascade 

 
1 See Attachment A for a copy of Order 02 in Docket TE-190086, dated March 12, 2019. 
2 See Attachment B for a copy of the March 12 transcript, pages 20-21. 
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Adventures advertising or offering to provide charter party or excursion carrier services during 

the two year suspension period, the Company would have to pay the entire $10,000 penalty. 

6. On March 5, 2019, Cascade Adventures filed with the Commission an application for charter 

and excursion authority, which was assigned to Docket TE-190165.3 In the application, Cascade 

Adventures provided a phone number of (360) 599-3115; listed its website as 

www.bakerbus.org; provided an email address of hoboexpeditions@hotmail.com; listed its 

physical address as 9961 Paystreak Ave., Glacier, WA 98244; provided a mailing address of 

P.O. Box 5147, Glacier, WA 98244; provided UBI: 603-088-202, and listed Paul Engel, Sarah 

Brownell, and Lindsay Taylor as its members. The application identified that Cascade 

Adventures operated two vehicles: a 14-passenger Chevrolet bus with license plate C21703J,4 

and a 14-passenger Blue Bird bus with license plate BAS9561.5 

7. On March 29, 2019, the Commission granted Cascade Adventures a certificate to provide 

charter and excursion service in the state of Washington.6 On August 12, 2019, the Company 

paid the $1,500 portion of the penalty that was not suspended in full. 

8. On March 25, 2020, Cascade Adventures filed with the Commission its request to cancel 

certificate CH-063835.7 On March 25, 2020, the Commission issued a voluntary cancellation 

letter in Docket TE-200267 notifying Cascade Adventures that its authority to provide charter 

party and excursion carrier service in the state of Washington is canceled and the Company 

“must cease all operations associated with this certificate.”8 

9. On February 11, 2021, I initiated a follow-up investigation of Cascade Adventures to check for 

compliance with Order 02 in Docket TE-190086. On February 11, 2021, I visited Cascade 

Adventures’ Facebook page and observed a post from November 27, 2020, where the Company 

stated, “[t]he bus will being [sic] running its normal route tomorrow, 11/28/20.” The November 

27 Facebook post included a picture of the Company’s Chevrolet bus, directed riders to visit 

www.bakerbus.org for new membership information, and provided the phone number of (360) 

599-3115.9 

10. On February 11, 2021, I visited Cascade Adventures’ website, www.bakerbus.org. Under the 

Company’s calendar, the website showed five reservations booked for transportation to Mount 

Baker Ski Area (Mount Baker) on February 11, 2021.10 Under the “Membership” page, the 

Company’s website stated: 

 
3 See Attachment C for a copy of the Company’s application to provide charter and excursion carrier services, 

dated March 5, 2019. 
4 See Attachment D for a picture of the Company’s Chevrolet bus with license plate C21703J, posted to the 

Company’s Facebook page on August 4, 2018. 
5 See Attachment E for a picture of the Company’s Blue Bird bus with license plate BAS9561, posted to the 

Company’s Facebook page on April 25, 2018. 
6 Certificate CH-063835. 
7 See Attachment F for a copy of the Release of Authority for Cancellation Form submitted by Cascade 

Adventures, dated March 25, 2020. 
8 See Attachment G for a copy of the voluntary cancellation letter, dated March 25, 2020. 
9 See Attachment H for a copy of the Company’s Facebook post on November 27, 2020, captured on February 

11, 2021. 
10 See Attachment I for a copy of the Company’s reservation page for February 11, 2021. 

http://www.bakerbus.org/
mailto:hoboexpeditions@hotmail.com
http://www.bakerbus.org/
http://www.bakerbus.org/


 

DECLARATION OF JASON HOXIT - 3 

Your Membership: The total cost to become a member of the Baker Bus Ski and 

Snowboard club is $580.00 per year. You are not required to pay this sum at once, but 

can instead pay in $20.00 installments each time you ride the bus. This means you would 

need to ride the bus 29 times to meet this total. Once the $580.00 is reached, you become 

a member of the club and receive your official annual membership for the bus for the 

remainder of the year. If you do not reach the $580.00 within one year, you will not gain 

membership status.11 

11. On February 12, 2021, I searched Commission records, which showed that Cascade Adventures 

does not have the required authority to provide charter party or excursion carrier service in the 

state of Washington.12 

12. On February 12, 2021, I visited the Company’s website, www.bakerbus.org. On the homepage, 

the Company referred to its 2020-2021 operations, stated “[t]he Baker Bus will be running this 

season …,” directed riders to its membership page for pricing, provided instructions on how to 

register and reserve transportation using the website’s calendaring system, and listed its time 

schedule and pickup locations.13 Under the “Bus Schedule” page, the Company’s website 

provided a list of bus stop locations and pickup times, and stated, “[t]he Baker Bus runs from 

Kendall daily, and from Bellingham Weekends and holidays only.”14 Under the “Reservation 

Instructions” page, the Company stated that “[i]f fewer than 9 seats have been reserved, the 

Baker Bus will not be running.”15 Under the “About the Club” page, Cascade Adventures listed 

(360) 599-3115 as its phone number, provided an email address of 

hoboexpeditions@hotmail.com, and listed Paul Engel, Lindsay Taylor, and Sarah Brownell, 

among others, as the Board of Directors.16 

13. On February 12, 2021, I reserved a seat for transportation from Bellingham to Mount Baker 

through the Company’s reservation system for February 13, 2021.17 

14. On February 12, 2021, I called (360) 599-3115 and spoke with Cascade Adventures about 

reserving transportation from Bellingham to Mount Baker on February 13, which location I 

should wait at for the bus to pick me up, and how to find out if the bus is operating on February 

13.18 During the phone conversation, Cascade Adventures stated that “there’s a really good 

chance the bus is running tomorrow.” 

 
11 See Attachment J for a copy of the Company’s “Membership” page, captured on February 11, 2021. 
12 See Attachment K for a copy of Commission records documenting the Company’s inactive status, captured 

on February 12, 2021. 
13 See Attachment L for a copy of the Company’s homepage, captured on February 12, 2021. 
14 See Attachment M for a copy of the Company’s “Bus Schedule” page, captured on February 12, 2021. 
15 See Attachment N for a copy of the Company’s “Reservation Instructions” page, captured on February 12, 

2021. 
16 See Attachment O for a copy of the Company’s “About the Club” page, captured on February 12, 2021. 
17 See Attachment P for a copy of the Company’s reservation page for February 13, 2021, captured at 

approximately 9:50 a.m. on February 12, 2021. 
18 See Attachment Q for a copy of the phone conversation notes with Cascade Adventures, dated February 12, 

2021. 

http://www.bakerbus.org/
mailto:hoboexpeditions@hotmail.com
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15. On February 13, 2021, I visited the Company’s website to view the number of reservations made 

for that day. The website’s calendar showed ten reservations for transportation to Mount Baker 

on February 13, 2021.19 

16. On February 14, 2021, I visited Cascade Adventures’ website to view the number of 

reservations booked for that day. The website’s calendar reflected six reservations for 

transportation to Mount Baker on February 14, 2021.20 

17. On February 15, 2021, I searched Washington Department of Licensing’s DRIVES application 

for vehicle information. The records showed the 14-passenger Chevrolet bus with license plate 

C21703J and the 14-passenger Blue Bird bus with license plate BAS9561 are both registered to 

Cascade Adventures Baker Bus LLC.21 The same records listed a residential address of 9961 

Paystreak Ave., Glacier, WA 98244 and a mailing address of P.O. Box 5147, Glacier, WA 

98244 for both motor vehicles. 

18. Based on paragraphs 9 through 17 above, Commission staff (Staff) finds that Cascade 

Adventures failed to comply with the conditions of Order 02 in Docket TE-190086, specifically, 

the condition to refrain permanently from further operations as a charter party or excursion 

service carrier in the state of Washington without first obtaining the required certificate from the 

Commission. Staff recommends the Commission impose the $8,500 suspended penalty against 

Cascade Adventures. 

 

DATED this 3rd day of March 2021, at Lacey, Washington. 

 

 

     ______________________________________ 

     JASON HOXIT

 
19 See Attachment R for a copy of the Company’s reservation page for February 13, 2021, captured at 

approximately 8:50 p.m. on February 13, 2021. 
20 See Attachment S for a copy of the Company’s reservation page for February 14, 2021, captured at 

approximately 9:07 p.m. on February 14, 2021. 
21 See Attachment T for vehicle information on the motor vehicles registered to Cascade Adventures Baker Bus 

LLC, captured on February 15, 2021. 

/s/ Jason Hoxit
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