Ronald L. Roseman

2011 – 14th Avenue East • Seattle, WA • 98112

Phone: 206.324.8792 •email: ronaldroseman@comcast.net
                                                                                                         February10, 2016

Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission

Steven V. King Executive Director and Secretary

1300 S. Evergreen Park Drive S.W.

P.O. Box 47250

Olympia, WA. 98504

RE: Avista Corporation-Docket Nos. UE-160100
Petition for an Order Authorizing Deferred Accounting Treatment related to the Undepreciated Net Book Value of the Company’s Existing Electric Meters
Dear Mr. King,

The Energy Project’s reading of AVISTA Corporation Accounting Petition is that Avista will not move forward with the AMI Project unless the Commission first approves their petition. Avista says the AMI Project is on hold pending that decision.

 This is very similar to the position that AVISTA took in their past rate case UE-150204 and the Commission refused to issue an approval for AMI because their request was not “ripe for our determination”.
In this petition there is no showing that the Company has executed any contracts with AMI vendors nor has AVISTA Corporation’ board of directors made any decision on AMI.   But first Avista requires Commission approval of their accounting petition regarding AMI investment or the AMI Project will continue to be on hold. The Commission in their recent general rate case Order provided some guidance on what they would expect in an accounting petition on AMI meters.  “The Commission can consider the complexities of the treatment of what appears to be a stranded cost issue by examining supporting documents and if needed, supporting testimony from qualified witnesses.” There are few cursory supporting documents and no qualified witness testimony present here.
As the Commission said in Order 5 p69 in UE-150204 “the responsibility for a decision to move forward with an investment rests with the Company. Avista petition asked the Commission once again to make the managerial decision for them.
Sincerely,

Ronald L. Roseman

Attorney for The Energy Project

Cc: Service list, Judge Friedlander, Record Center via email

