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Mailed March 11, 2016
Certified Mail # 7006 2760 0002 7956 1815

Subjest: Notice of Intent to Establish a Quiet Zone
Location: Whatcom County, Washington- Yacht Club Rd.,DOT #084796F M.P.

89.37 Proposed Quiet Zone

This letter is a Notice of Intent for the establishment of a quiet zone at the
aforementioned location in accordance with the regulations set forth by the Federal

Railroad Administration’s (FRA) Train Horn Rule (49 CFR Part 222).

The railway is currently active 24 hours a day and Whatcom County at the request of
the residents, would like to eliminate the routine sounding of the locomotive horn at
Yacht Club Rd.,.DOT #084796F M.P. 89.37. This will be the only public highway-rail

grade crossing included in this quiet zone.

Yacht Club Road serves as the only local access road accessing Chuckanut Shore
Road and Chuckanut Lane (which are both dead end roads connecting to SR11). There
are 32 residences on the westerly side of the Yacht Club Road crossing that
predominantly use this crossing. The current Average Daily Traffic (ADT) is 222

vehicles.

The current configuration of the Yacht Club Road public highway-rail grade crossing
prohibits the installation of Supplemental Safety Measures (SSM) on both sides of the
crossing that are required by the FRA for the creation of a quiet zone. Whatcom County
proposes to install mountable medians with reflective traffic channelization devices on
the east side of the crossing in accordance to FRA'’s requirement for a SSM. On the
west side of the crossing an intersection at Chuckanut Shore Road/ Chuckanut Lane
restricts the county from installing the full 60 feet requirement by the FRA to be
considered a SSM. The county proposes that the westerly mountable medians with
reflective traffic channelization devices be installed 35 feet in length to be considered as

an Alternative Safety Measure (ASM.)



The name and title who will act as the point of contact for Whatcom County during the
quiet zone development process is as follows:

Cody Swan, E.L.T., L.S.I.T.
Engineering Technician Il
Design & Construction
Whatcom County Public Works
322 N. Commercial St. Suite 301
Bellingham, WA 98225-4042
(360) 778-6265

- Email: cswan@co.whatcom.wa.us

Action Required:

Please consider this notice as the beginning date of the required 60-day comment
period in the Quiet Zone process. The 60-day comment period for this Quiet Zone will
end on May 10, 2016, or when a written comment of a “no comment” statement is
received from each recipient of this notice.

The following is a list of names and addresses of each party that will receive this
notification:

1. Railroads operating over grade crossing:

Richard W. Wagner

Manger Public Projects for WA, ID & BC
BNSF Railway

2454 Occidental Avenue So Suite 2D
Seattle, WA 98134

Elizabeth F Klute (LIS), CEM

Northwest Regional Emergency Manager (OR/WA/ID/MT/ND)
Emergency Management & Corporate Security Department
National Railroad Passenger Corporation - Amtrak

187 S Holgate St, Seattle, WA 98134

2. State agency responsible for highway and road safety, and State agency
responsibility for grade crossing safety:

Kathy Hunter

Deputy Assistant Director, Transportation Safety
Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission
1300 S. Evergreen Park Dr. SW

PO Box 47250

Olympia, WA 98504-7250



Attached for your convenience is:

¢ Preliminary exhibit of the proposed improvements

¢ Existing Quiet Zone Risk Index Calculations

e Sample photographs of proposed SSM/ASM used in Vancouver, WA.
Please feel free to contact Cody Swan with any questions regarding this topic.

Respectfully,

Jéseph P. Rutan, P.E.
County Engineer/Assistant Director



06961 IXIPUI NP SUOZ I2IND
I8°¥08TT ISUIOH YYM XIpUT NS
. iploysa.nyL
00 L¥EVT 3SR JuedPubis apimuoneN
oo.onl 3700 101 pemuinea V4 89U} wouy [eacsdde pue 03 uoned(dde ue sasnbas SWSY
SThiy ani woea ioneudds 40 35N 3y ;310N *— WSY  :193yspeasds WSY 40 NI
Zb Inoy-pz MaN adA)
PY GNID yoeA :auoZ 32nd pesodoid TWSST SINSESH AJ9Jes AU UIS[aans 405 ¥oud
Aewwing "Pa3s]| a.1e sBuissouD apes 3y MGnd AJUQ «
, E vr'069'61 0 o saeD. 0SE Q¥ GN1D LHOVA 4964980
| xsnWSS] Wss-a1d| 23183q Bupuiembysery| wans| busson)

_ Inunuo)

_ A RZTHLY anpd Eum>_ :01euaddS Ibueyd _ 193ue)

snem wodneym oo@uemsd JJoBoj | Jpeuo) | djay | Pwoy

abed siy Jung

uonng 133135 Y3 X3P ‘anupued
PUB OLBUADS 3y} 3ARS 0] :p doys

"WIOH YuM X3PU SIY Sy} 0 LYSN Yy
MO|3q Sfjey X3pU] %SIY 3UCZ IBINY Y3
uaym ATNO umoys sf uennq 113713S
3yj 1ey) ajoN "abed siy jo apis ybu
wo10g ay) je umoys s| uoyIng 113135
ay3 Inun (Z) dais jeaday g dars

*SUOIRINDJES WSY 404 Pasn
3g uay) ued Jaayspeasds siy|—uonng
WSV uo x21d ‘abed siy3 uo sanjea ayy
J0 J23yspeaads e ajesaualb o) uonng
TIVAdN 3U3 X1P USYL "WSS 40 AP
bujusem pasodoud Yajes 1z days

uoyng ZITGOW Y31 )PIP ‘WSS 10/pue
(AluD 3u0z 13IND ajNY-31d 104) IAag
Buiuiem maN Ajoads o) :t doys

isuononasuy dags Aq days

#0 6o

sauoz Bunsixz abeuey

2UOZ MIN 381D



