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The Climate Trust
The Climate Trust has been promoting climate change solutions by purchasing high quality greenhouse gas (GHG) offsets from projects and advancing sound offset policy since 1998.  The Climate Trust was created under the first regulation of GHG emissions in the United States, the Oregon Carbon Dioxide Standard, which was enacted in Oregon in 1997.  This standard requires that new power plants above a certain size mitigate a percentage of their carbon dioxide emissions.  Under the law, power plant project developers can achieve GHG emissions reductions in three different ways: 1) onsite emissions reductions, 2) funding a third party to provide offset projects, or 3) through payment to a qualified non-profit (e.g., The Climate Trust) to procure GHG offsets on the regulated entities’ behalf.  
Under the Oregon Carbon Dioxide Standard, The Climate Trust has funded a wide range of projects including: low-income home weatherization, new green building construction, materials substitution, renewable energy development, transportation and industrial efficiency, cogeneration and forest sequestration. The Climate Trust is the only state-sanctioned provider of offsets in the U.S. and has been acquiring regulatory-grade offsets since 1999.   As of the beginning of 2007, The Climate Trust holds a portfolio of 17 diverse projects valued at $9 million, making it one of the largest institutional purchaser’s of offsets in the U.S.  The Climate Trust is also an active participant in the greenhouse gas offset policy arena, as an advocate for greenhouse gas offset quality.  
In December 2006, a report commissioned by Clean Air-Cool Planet, entitled A Consumer’s Guide to Retail Carbon Offset Providers, was released and included an evaluation of several prominent retail providers of GHG offsets.  The report evaluated and ranked 30 organizations on a range of criteria in an attempt to determine the quality and environmental integrity of the offsets sold into the voluntary market.  Of the 30 organizations that were ranked on a scale of 1-10, only eight received a cumulative score greater than five: AgCert/Driving Green, Atmosfair, CarbonNeutral Company, Climate Care, The Climate Trust, co2balance, NativeEnergy and Sustainable Travel/ MyClimate. Of these eight companies, only two, The Climate Trust and NativeEnergy, are based in the United States.
  

This report illustrates that the greenhouse gas offset market is a maturing market and, as with many markets in their formative years, is experiencing growing pains.  However, The Climate Trust has established itself as an industry leader and has demonstrated the environmental and economic effectiveness of offsets when properly executed and implemented.  

� Clean Air-Cool Planet. A Consumer’s Guide to Retail Carbon Offset Providers. December 2006. � HYPERLINK "http://www.cleanair-coolplanet.org/ConsumersGuidetoCarbonOffsets.pdf" ��http://www.cleanair-coolplanet.org/ConsumersGuidetoCarbonOffsets.pdf�.  





