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BACKGROUND

1 On May 7, 2002, Cascade Natural Gas (Cascade), a Washington corporation, filed with the Commission a petition requesting Commission approval to operate a natural gas facility having a Maximum Allowable Operating Pressure (MAOP) of 400 psig. WAC 480-93-030 prohibits the operation of a facility having a MAOP between 251 psig and 499 psig within 100 feet of a proscribed area, unless written authorization has been given by the Commission.
2 Logan Park Apartments, 701 Sapp Road in Sedro Woolley, is requesting natural gas service from Cascade to serve an apartment complex laundry building.  The service would tap into an existing 8-inch high-pressure gas pipeline, operated by Cascade, with a MAOP of 400 psig within 100 feet of the building requesting natural gas service.

3 On May 30, 2002, Staff conducted an on-site field inspection of the proposed installation.  The regulator set for this service will be located approximately 45 feet from the closest apartment building, and within Cascade’s existing right-of-way.  The regulator set does not present a safety concern to the immediate public.

4 The request for approval to operate between 251 psig and 499 psig in accordance with WAC 480-93-030 is reasonable and consistent with the public interest, and the Commission should grant Cascade’s request.

FINDINGS OF FACT

5 Cascade is a public service company subject to the jurisdiction of the Commission under the provisions of RCW 80.01.040, Chapter 80.04, Chapter 80.28 and WAC 480-93.
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6 Staff has reviewed the material and specification data submitted by Cascade, and found the materials to be within design and pressure specifications.

7 This matter was brought before the Commission at its regularly scheduled open meeting on June 14, 2002.  The Commissioners, having determined this order to be consistent with the public interest, directed the Secretary to enter the following order and related provisions.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

8 The Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission has jurisdiction over cascade Natural Gas and subject matter of this proceeding RCW 80.01.040; Chapter 80.04 RCW; Chapter 80.28 RCW and WAC 480-93. 


9 It is consistent with the public interest that the Commission grant Cascade’s request for authorization to operate the proposed pipeline between 251 psig and 499 psig.

















ORDER














10 THE COMMISSION GRANTS the petition of Cascade Natural Gas for authorization to operate the proposed pipeline between 251 psig and 499 psig in accordance with WAC 480-93-030.
DATED at Olympia, Washington and effective this 14th day of June 2002.

WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION







CAROLE J. WASHBURN, Secretary


