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BEFORE THE WASHI NGTON UTI LI TI ES AND
TRANSPORTATI ON COVM SSI ON

WASHI NGTON UTI LI TI ES AND
TRANSPORTATI ON COVM SSI ON, Docket No. UG 031361
Vol ume |

Pages 1 to 7

Petitioner,
VS.

AVI STA CORPORATI ON d/ b/ a
AVI STA UTI LI TI ES,

Respondent .

N N N N N N N N N N N N

A pre-hearing conference in the above matter
was held on March 17, 2004, from1:35 p.mto 1:45 p.m,
at 1300 South Evergreen Park Drive Sout hwest, Room 108,
A ynpi a, Washi ngton, before Adm nistrative Law Judge C.
ROBERT WALLI S.

The parties were present as follows:

THE COWM SSI ON, by DONALD T. TROTTER, Seni or
Assi stant Attorney General, 1400 South Evergreen Park
Drive Sout hwest, O ynpia, Washington 98504-0128,
Tel ephone (360) 664-1189, Fax (360) 586-5522, E-nmmil
dtrotter @utc. wa. gov.

AVI STA CORPORATI ON, by DAVID J. MEYER,
General Counsel, East 1411 M ssion Avenue, Spokane,
Washi ngton, 99220, Tel ephone (509) 495-4316, Fax (509)
495-4361, E-mail dneyer @vi stacorp.com

THE PUBLIC, by ROBERT W CROWELL, JR.,
Assi stant Attorney General, 900 Fourth Avenue, Suite
2000, Seattle, Washington, 98164-1012, Tel ephone (206)
464- 6595, Fax (206) 389-2058, E-Mail
robertcl@tg. wa. gov.

Joan E. Kinn, CCR, RPR
Court Reporter
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PROCEEDI NGS

JUDGE WALLIS: This is a pre-hearing
conference in the matter of Conmi ssion Docket Number
UG 031361, which involves Avista Utilities. This
conference is being held in Aynpia, Washi ngton before
Adm nistrative Law Judge C. Robert Wallis on March 17th,
the year 2004.

By way of process issues, let's begin with
appearances. And when you state your appearance, would
you please give us the contact information so that we're
sure we have that in the record, beginning with
M. Meyer.

MR. MEYER  Certainly. On behalf of Avista,
David Meyer, the address is East 1411 M ssion Avenue,
Spokane, Washi ngton 99220, phone nunber (509) 495-4316,
fax nunber (509) 495-4361, and the E-nmmil designation is
dneyer @vi st acorp.com  Thank you.

JUDGE WALLIS: Conmi ssion Staff.

MR, TROTTER: Thank you. For the Conmi ssion,
nmy name is Donald T. Trotter, Assistant Attorney
General. M address is 1400 South Evergreen Park Drive
Sout hwest, P. O Box 40128, dynpia, Washington
98504- 0128, ny phone is (360) 664-1189, fax is (360)
586-5522, and ny E-nmmil is dtrotter@wtc.wa. gov.

JUDGE WALLI'S: Public Counsel.
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MR, CROWELL: Thank you. Robert W Cronmnel |
Juni or, Assistant Attorney General on behalf of Public
Counsel. M address is 900 Fourth Avenue, Suite 2000,
Seattl e, Washington 98164-1012, ny direct line is (206)
464- 6595, ny fax number is (206) 389-2058, ny E-nmmi
address is robertcl@tg. wa. gov.

JUDGE WALLI'S: Thank you very much

In a brief discussion prior to going on the
record, we have been informed that Commi ssion Staff is
reviewi ng the docket in light of events that have
occurred since the suspension. M. Trotter, would you
like to nmake a statenent of the Staff's situation for
the record, please.

MR. TROTTER: Yes, Your Honor. In its neno
to the Conm ssion at the open public neeting in which
this docket was suspended, Staff raised an issue
regardi ng the PGA, the purchased gas cost adjustnent
clause tariff. Since that time and specifically very
recently Staff is looking to see whether the inpact of
that issue or adjustnent is offset by other factors that
occurred during the period at issue, and it has recently
di scovered that it is |likely that this issue has been
of fset and that the reason for seeking suspension and
noving this docket to hearing no | onger exists. Staff

will rmake its analysis conplete in the next day or two,
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and we're committed to filing, if it's resolved the way
it's looking like it nmay be resolved, we comit to
filing a notion to disnm ss the docket by next Wdnesday,
a week fromtoday. And obviously if the analysis goes
the other way, we will informthe parties and ask that
the case proceed.

JUDGE WALLIS: Very well

Responses, M. Cromnel |

MR. CROWELL: Thank you, Your Honor, we will
wait until we see the results of Staff's analysis howto
respond ourselves. W will wait to see the results of
Staff's anal ysis before having a response.

JUDGE WALLIS: Thank you.

M. Meyer.

MR. MEYER: No, | think M. Trotter has
captured it.

JUDGE WALLIS: Very wel |

It appears that if we proceed with scheduling
and taking up other matters at this point that that
could be wasted tine and energy that the parties m ght
better devote to pursuing the answer to the questions
that have just been posed. So ny suggestion would be
that we conclude this conference and continue it to a
tinme certain in the future.

G ven the nature of the proposal, would it be
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possible for the parties to have a response to the
Commi ssion no |ater than next Thursday m d afternoon?

MR. MEYER: That's acceptable to Avista.

MR, CROWELL: I|'msorry, Your Honor, we
woul d see Staff's anal ysis?

MR. TROTTER: No later than noon next
Wednesday and perhaps much earlier. It's just next
Monday and Tuesday are sonme tinme conflicts, but
certainly no later than noon Wednesday and perhaps
bef ore.

MR. CROWAELL: | think that will be
accept abl e.

JUDGE WALLIS: Very well. | would suggest a
deadline of 3:00 p.m for responses to the notion,
whet her nerely a statenment of non-opposition or a
statement of support or a statenent in opposition. |If
there is no opposition, then it would be ny intention to
cancel the conference and have the matter decided on the
procedural request and put to the conm ssioners for
their decision based on the pleadings. |s that
acceptable to the parties?

MR. TROTTER: It is to Staff, Your Honor

MR, MEYER. Yes. The 3:00 p.m Thursday
deadl i ne, would you entertain an E-mail ?

JUDGE WALLIS: ©Oh, definitely, yes.
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MR. MEYER:. (Okay, with a hard copy to follow?

JUDGE WALLI'S: Yes.

MR, MEYER: Okay.

JUDGE WALLIS: And send it to the records
center with a copy to nme, please

MR, MEYER: Okay.

MR, TROTTER: And you're contenplating not a
detail ed response, but just a statenent of opposition
support, or non-opposition?

JUDGE WALLI'S:  Yes.

MR, CROWELL: Yes.

JUDGE WALLIS: Al right. So unless we
cancel, we will reconvene at a roomto be determned in
the Comm ssion offices at 1:30 p.m on next Friday,
March 26th. And | did indicate informally, and | wll
repeat that, that persons who are com ng from out of
town may call in to that unless | learn that our bridge
line is unavailable. And if that's the case, then
wi |l advise the parties.

Is there anything else to cone before the
Conmi ssion at this time?

MR. TROTTER: Just as a formality, Your
Honor, if you could call for any other parties that w sh
to intervene in the case. | think that was inplicit, if

you could nmake a fornmal request on the record so we
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won't be surprised |ater

JUDGE WALLIS: Very well

Let me ask if there is anyone in this room
who desires to enter an appearance and represent a party
in this docket?

Let the record show that there is no
response.

Let me ask if there is anyone on the bridge
line who desires to participate in this docket
representing a party?

Again let the record show that there is no
response.

Very well, thank you all, this conference is
adj our ned.

(Conference adjourned at 1:45 p.m)



