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BEFORE THE WASHINGTON  
UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND 
TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION, 

Complainant, 

v. 

STANLEY’S SANITARY SERVICE, 
LLC, d/b/a STANLEY’S SANITARY 
SERVICE, 

                       Respondent.  

DOCKET TG-260524 

ORDER 01 

APPROVING TARIFF REVISIONS; 
WAIVING NOTICE REQUIREMENT IN 
RCW 81.28.050

BACKGROUND 

1 On June 12, 2026, Stanley’s Sanitary Service, LLC, d/b/a Stanley’s Sanitary Service 
(Stanley’s or Company), filed with the Washington Utilities and Transportation 
Commission (Commission) revised tariff pages for its Tariff No. 6 that would generate 
approximately $57,764 (7.5 percent) in additional annual revenue for the collection of 
garbage. The Company serves approximately 1,070 customers in Wahkiakum County. 
The Company’s last general rate case took effect July 1, 2023. 

2 Upon initial review, Commission staff (Staff) found an error in the calculation for the 
rates proposed by the Company. The Company proposed a $96,149 (12.49 percent) 
increase in the revenue requirement, but the Company’s proposed rates would only 
increase revenue by $57,764 (7.5 percent). Staff clarified with the Company its intent to 
increase rates so as to increase revenue by $96,149, and then made several adjustments to 
the Company’s revenue requirement to account for expenses related to increases in fuel 
costs and insurance costs, and to include an expense that was inadvertently left out based 
upon a formula error. Staff removed expenses related to the pass-through disposal 
expense for drop box customers because those customers are billed directly at the 
disposal fee rate. Staff also increased the rate case mailing expense to account for the 
second notice sent to customers as required by the Commission.  

3 After adjustments, Staff and the Company agreed on a revised additional annual revenue 
of approximately $75,000 (9.79 percent) with an effective date of August 1, 2026. On 
July 14, 2026, the Company filed revised rates at Staff recommended levels. Staff 
believes the revised rates are fair, just, reasonable, and sufficient. 
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4 Initially, the Company sent notices to customers only notifying customers of an increase 
to the revenue requirement of $57,765 (7.5 percent). 

5 On July 2, 2026, the Company mailed updated notices to notify customers of its proposed 
general rate case with Staff’s adjustments.  

6 Staff further recommends that the Commission waive the 45-day notice requirement 
required by RCW 81.28.050 because the Company had to re-notice customers, and is a 
relatively small-sized company. Staff notes that customers were given 30-day notice prior 
to the effective date, which complies with the notice requirements of WAC 480-70-271. 
Staff also notes that no customers have provided comment on the Company’s proposed 
general rate case.  

DISCUSSION AND DECISION 

General Rate Case 

7 Staff has made adjustments to the Company’s worksheets to account for expenses that 
should have been added or omitted by the Company. We believe Staff has sufficiently 
demonstrated that an annual revenue of approximately $75,000 (9.79 percent) is 
necessary for the Company and is fair, just, reasonable, and sufficient.  

Notice Requirement  

8 RCW 81.28.050 requires a solid waste company to provide 45-day notice of proposed 
tariff changes to the Commission and to the customers.1 However, for good cause shown, 
the Commission “may by order allow changes in rates without requiring the notice and 
the publication time periods specified in this section.”2    

9 Considering that Stanley’s is a relatively small company and the cost for the re-notice to 
customers has been amortized into rates over a three-year period, we have concerns that 
the cost of a third notice may not warrant the costs associated with that notice. Given the 
present concerns regarding affordability, and the fact that the Company’s initial customer 
notice did comply with the 45-day notice requirement, we find that good cause exists to 
waive the 45-day notice requirement to customers to prevent the cost of a third round of 
notices to customers. Given that this is a small company, the cost of notices is not 

 
1 RCW 81.28.050. 
2 RCW 81.28.050. 
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insignificant, especially when the cost of a re-notices has already been amortized into 
rates.  

FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS 

10 (1) The Commission is an agency of the State of Washington vested by statute with 
the authority to regulate the rates, rules, regulations, practices, accounts, 
securities, transfers of property and affiliated interests of public service 
companies, including solid waste companies. 

11 (2) Stanley’s is a solid waste carrier and a public service company subject to 
Commission jurisdiction. 

12 (3) This matter came before the regularly scheduled open meeting on July 30, 2026.  

13 (4) The tariff revisions filed by the Company on June 12, 2026, as revised on July 14, 
2026, are fair, just, reasonable, and sufficient, and should go into effect on August 
1, 2026.  

14 (5) We find good cause to waive the 45-day notice requirement under RCW 
81.28.050 for the purpose of Stanley’s filing in this docket.  

ORDER 

15 (1) Tariff Revisions filed by Stanley’s Sanitary Service, LLC, d/b/a Stanley’s 
Sanitary Service on June 12, 2026, as revised on July 14, 2026, will become 
effective August 1, 2026.  

16 (2) The Commission waives the 45-day notice requirement under RCW 81.28.050 for 
the purpose of Stanley’s Sanitary Service, LLC, d/b/a Stanley’s Sanitary Service’s 
filing in this docket.  

17 (3) The Commission retains jurisdiction over the subject matter and Stanley’s 
Sanitary Service, LLC, d/b/a Stanley’s Sanitary Service to effectuate the 
provisions of this Order. 
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DATED at Lacey, Washington, and effective July 30, 2026. 
 

WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 

BRIAN J. RYBARIK, Chair 

ANN E. RENDAHL, Commissioner 

MILTON H. DOUMIT, Commissioner 


	BEFORE THE WASHINGTON
	UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

