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BEFORE THE WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
 

Dockets UE-260005 & UG-260006 
Puget Sound Energy 

2026 General Rate Case 
 
 

PUBLIC COUNSEL DATA REQUEST NO. 020: 
 
Re: PCAM. Affordability. Piliaris, Exh. JAP-8 at 7–8. 
 
Does PSE oppose affordability as a goal for Commission policy? 
 
 
Response: 
 
Puget Sound Energy (“PSE”) does not oppose affordability as a goal. As a regulated 
utility, PSE is subject to the Commission's broad mandate, which includes fair, just, 
reasonable, and sufficient rates. This standard inherently encompasses affordability. 
PSE participates in low-income assistance programs, has supported rate design 
proceedings aimed at protecting vulnerable customers, and operates under a regulatory 
compact that requires balancing cost recovery with customer impact. 
 
Cost recovery and affordability are not mutually exclusive. Denying prudent cost 
recovery undermines long-term reliability and investment, which ultimately harms the 
very customers that affordability policies are designed to protect. The Commission's role 
is to balance these competing interests. PSE's role is to present its costs accurately and 
advocate for just and reasonable outcomes, not to subordinate legitimate cost recovery 
to affordability advocacy. 
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