

BEFORE THE WASHINGTON STATE UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

	In the Matter of the Petition of

CASCADE NATURAL GAS

CORPORTION,

for an accounting order authorizing deferred accounting treatment of loss in margin due to Company sponsored conservation programs, or, in the alternative, the continuation of the pilot decoupling mechanism that was approved in Docket UG-060256

                                     
	DOCKET NO. UG-101656
PUBLIC COUNSEL MOTION FOR LEAVE TO REPLY TO CASCADE RESPONSE


I. MOTION 

1. Pursuant to WAC 480-07-370(1)(d), for the reasons set forth below, Public Counsel hereby moves the Commission for permission to reply to Cascade Natural Gas Corporation’s (Cascade) Response to Public Counsel Motion to Dismiss (“Cascade Response” or “Response”).   As permitted by the rule, Public Counsel has attached a proposed reply to this motion.
II. argument 

2. In its Response, Cascade asserts that Public Counsel’s motion is time-barred because it was not filed within twenty days after the petition was filed, but one day later.  Public Counsel did not at the time of filing, and does not now believe the motion is untimely filed.  Timeliness was not addressed in the motion to dismiss.  Cascade’s Response, however, makes assertions regarding when Public Counsel had knowledge of the petition filing and argues that an explanation should have been provided.  These assertions, and Cascade’s related legal argument, constitute “new material requiring a response” under WAC 480-07-370(1)(d)(ii).  Public Counsel respectfully submits that it has made a showing of cause sufficient to warrant authorization for a reply to the timeliness argument.
3. DATED this 4th  day of November, 2010.
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