August 16, 2013

Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission
P.0. Box 47250

1300 S. Evergreen Park Dr. SW

Olympia, WA 98504-7250

Docket #UE-120767 (and UG-120768)

RE: Comments on Puget Sound Energy’s Integrated Resource Plan

Dear Chairman Danner and Commission Members:

I am writing to comment on Puget Sound Energy’s (PSE) Integrated Resource Plan
(IRP) that is currently open for public comment as part of the Washington State
Utilities and Transportation Commission’s (UTC) review process.

In 2011, approximately 32% of PSE’s electricity came from burning coal, with a
majority coming from the Colstrip Generating Facility in Eastern Montana. I would
like to see PSE’s IRP more thoroughly and accurately address the environmental,
health and financial costs of mining, transporting and burning coal. Washington
Administrative Code (480-100-238 (2)(b)) directs the UTC to consider that the
lowest reasonable cost scenarios in the IRP include the cost of risks associated with
environmental effects including carbon dioxide. In June, President Obama directed
the EPA to develop carbon emission standards for coal plants and final standards
and regulations are due in June 2015. Unfortunately PSE’s preferred portfolio
assumes no cost or price on carbon for the next 20 years.

If the full costs, uncertainties, and risks of Colstrip’s continued operation are
considered, it is likely that the combined costs of complying with environmental
impacts (including impacts related to air pollution, coal ash, and groundwater),
upgrading plant technology and infrastructure, and likely regulation of carbon
pollution would be greater than cleaner alternatives such as expanded energy
efficiency, renewable energy and developing a smarter, more resilient and less
centralized power grid. Amory Lovins and the Rocky Mountain Institute have
created a blueprint to reinvent the way we generate and distribute energy without
the use of fossil fuels, especially dirty dangerous forms like coal. We need to
recognize and seize this amazing opportunity.

I urge the UTC to instruct PSE to include the true costs and risks for PSE’s plan for
future energy sources. Given the uncertainty associated with pending lawsuits and
likelihood that that Colstrip will be burdened with stricter pollution standards
(including carbon dioxide), it is imperative that PSE has a plan for reducing reliance
on Colstrip and shifting to cleaner energy sources that will provide greater rate
certainty for customers.



Regards,

John Sherwin
Issaquah, WA



Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission
P.O. Box 47250

1300 S. Evergreen Park Dr. SW

Olympia, WA 98504-7250

Docket #UE-120767 (and UG-120768)

RE: Comments on Puget Sound Energy’s Integrated Resource Plan
Dear Chairman Danner and Commission Members:

Many utilities in the United States are moving away from coal, and I, as a
Washington State business owner and Puget Sound Energy (PSE) customer want PSE to
move beyond coal and invest in clean energy. Investing business and individual ratepayer
dollars into clean energy and energy efficiency creates jobs and reduces harmful
pollution. This is a better choice for Washington.

PSE has been a trusted partner in building Washington’s clean energy
economy. They have already committed to a better future by investing in renewable
energy technology and energy efficiency. However, [ am deeply concerned that nearly
one-third of our energy continues to come from coal, largely from the Colstrip Generating
Station in Eastern Montana.

The most recent PSE Integrated Resource Plan (IRP) proposed using coal for
twenty more years. And, it predicted NO increase in the cost of coal for the next two
decades. Including the true cost of coal in the current IRP is a necessary step to move our
state and region towards a clean energy economy.

In the coming years PSE will need to invest hundreds of millions of dollars in order
to keep Colstrip operating safely and legally. This is bad business. Investing additional
money in a dirty and dangerous coal plant is not only bad for our climate, it is a bad bet
for Washington business.

The Northwest Power and Conservation Council have documented an abundance
of energy efficiency and renewable energy opportunities. Thousands of well-paying jobs
will come from the transition from dirty coal to clean energy. Continued investment in
energy efficiency and renewable energy is the only sure bet to lower energy bills, protect
the people and places we love, and invigorate our state economy. It’s time to do the right
thing and move beyond coal.

As a responsible business owner I recognize the central importance of accurately
predicting expense and adapting to market changes. That’s why I support the Coal Free
PSE campaign. Ilook forward to working with you to help you move beyond coal and
create a clean energy future that benefits us all.
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