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EXHIBIT LIST 

 

Exhibit No. Description 

JEV-02 Captain John E. Veentjer Curriculum Vitae 

JEV-03 Graphic showing deep draft vessel arrivals to Puget Sound ports from 

2005 to current 

JEV-04 Graphic showing average deep draft daily arrivals to Puget Sound 

from 2005 thru 2025 

JEV-05 Spreadsheet showing data of Puget Sound vessel arrivals 
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Q:  Please state your name, position and business address.  

A:   Captain John E. Veentjer (USCG Retired), Executive Director, Marine 

Exchange of Puget Sound (Retired), residing in Lynnwood, Washington. 

 

Q:  What is your professional background?  

A:   I graduated from the U.S. Coast Guard Academy, served in various Coast 

Guard locations for 28½ years, served as a consultant for a few years, and 

then served 15 years as the Executive Director of the Marine Exchange of 

Puget Sound. More detailed discussion of my employment for nearly 50 

years is available in the attached resume as Exhibit JEV-02. 

 

Q:  What is the purpose of your testimony? 

A: To providing information on the Puget Sound ports vessel arrivals trend to 

inform the Utilities and Transportation Commission (UTC) regarding the 

Puget Sound Pilotage District tariff (Docket No. TP-250574). The following 

chart shows the annual total of vessel arrivals in Puget Sound since 2005. 

The arrivals captured in this data are deep draft vessels.  
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Q:  Does the average number of vessel calls on a daily basis show the 

same trend? 

A: Yes, as shown in the line graph below, the average number of daily arrivals 

in Puget Sound is consistent with the downward annual trend shown in the 

first chart. 

 

Q: Do you have any other opinion about this data or your testimony? 

A. No, the graphics speak for themselves. Commercial vessel traffic volume 

subject to pilotage laws or those that otherwise carry a pilot has produced 

an overall decreasing trend over this timeframe. 

 

Q: Describe the documents you are presenting in this testimony.  

Please identify by Exhibit number and subject matter each of the 

documents to be submitted. 

A: Exhibit JEV-03 is a graphic showing deep draft vessel arrivals to Puget 

Sound ports from 2005 to current.  These are arrivals as recorded and 

documented at the Marine Exchange of Puget Sound, which also records 
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vessel traffic into Grays Harbor.  However, in this graphic, vessel arrivals 

into Grays Harbor have been subtracted out, thus this shows vessel arrivals 

into Puget Sound ports only. 

In very rare cases, a vessel will lay-up for an extended time and may not 

depart after cargo operations, but this would only have happened a very few 

times throughout the years covered. Otherwise, each arrival is also a 

departure. 

This graphic does not address shifts, from anchorage to berth, berth to 

anchorage, or from berth to berth.  Shifts can be covered separately, but are 

often impacted by other factors.  

Exhibit JEV-04 is a graphic showing average deep draft piloted vessel 

daily arrivals to Puget Sound ports only from 2005 thru 2025.  Again, vessel 

arrivals into Grays Harbor have been subtracted. 

Exhibit JEV-05 is a spreadsheet containing the underlying data that was 

used to create Exhs. JEV-03 and JEV-04.  I collected this data over the 

years from that which was recorded by the Marine Exchange, and I have 

continued to maintain spreadsheets like this one as I still perform some 

tasks for the Marine Exchange and otherwise have a general interest in 

vessel traffic.   

 

Q:  Are you offering any additional testimony here for any other 

purpose than to submit these documents into the record?  

A:  No. 

 

Q: Does this conclude your testimony? 

A: Yes. 


