
Service Date: December 17, 2025 

BEFORE THE WASHINGTON 

UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 

In the Matter of the Application of Qwest 

Corporation d/b/a CenturyLink QC, 

 

 

For an Order Authorizing the Transfer of  

Assets or a Determination That an Order 

Authorizing the Transfer Is Not Required. 

 
 

 

 DOCKET UT-250544 

 

 

ORDER 05 

 

DENYING MOTIONS AND 

MODIFYING THE NOTICE 

PERIOD FOR VIRTUAL PUBLIC 

COMMENT HEARING;  

 

MODIFYING PROCEDURAL 

SCHEDULE;  

 

NOTICE OF VIRTUAL 

SETTLEMENT HEARING (set for 

Monday, January 5, 2026, at 9:30 

a.m.); AND 

 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT 

HEARING (set for Monday, 

January 5, 2026, at 6 p.m.) 

 

 

BACKGROUND 

1 On July 7, 2025, Qwest Corporation d/b/a CenturyLink QC (CenturyLink or Company) 

filed with the Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission (Commission) an 

Application for an Order Authorizing the Transfer of Assets or Determination that an 

Order Authorizing the Transfer Is Not Required (Application) under chapter 80.12 

Revised Code of Washington (RCW) and chapter 480-143 Washington Administrative 

Code (WAC) and any other authority as may be deemed necessary to effectuate the 

transaction.1 The Application involves a transfer of assets from CenturyLink to Forged 

Fiber 37, LLC (AT&T). 

 

1 Application of Qwest Corp., d/b/a CenturyLink QC, Docket UT-250544, In the matter of the 

Application of Qwest Corporation, d/b/a CenturyLink QC, For an Order Authorizing the Transfer 

of Assets or a Determination That an Order Authorizing the Transfer Is Not Required (July 7, 
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2 The Commission convened a virtual prehearing conference on August 11, 2025, before 

Administrative Law Judges (ALJs) Connor Thompson and Ann Paisner.2 On August 22, 

2025, the Commission issued Order 01, which among other things, established a 

procedural schedule for this matter and established that a virtual public comment hearing 

would take place prior to the hearing on the final disposition of this case.3 

3 The procedural schedule was revised on November 20, 2025, to extend the date set for 

pre-filed testimony and other deadlines to accommodate continued settlement 

discussions.4 The procedural schedule was then suspended on November 26, 2025, after 

Commission staff (Staff) contacted ALJ Ann Paisner and the parties on November 25, 

2025, to communicate that parties in this docket had reached a full multiparty settlement 

in principle.5 The parties further consented to the hearing being presided over by the ALJ, 

sitting without the Commissioners, who will issue an initial order after the hearing on the 

proposed settlement.6 

4 Also on November 26, 2025, CenturyLink filed a Motion to Shorten Notice of Public 

Comment Hearing (Motion to Shorten Notice), in which the Company requests to 

provide only 14 instead of 30 days’ notice to customers ahead of the public comment 

hearing that is currently scheduled to take place on January 14, 2026. This date precedes 

 

2025) (Redacted) (hereinafter “CenturyLink Application”). CenturyLink is subject to 

Commission jurisdiction under an Alternative Form of Regulation (AFOR) that the Commission 

approved in Docket UT-240029. See Second Full Multiparty Settlement Agreement, Docket UT-

240029, Attach. A, 2025 Plan for Alternative Form of Regulation (AFOR) for the Washington 

State CenturyLink ILECs (Feb. 7, 2025) (Prior to the Commission’s approval of CenturyLink’s 

currently effective AFOR, CenturyLink was subject to an earlier AFOR approved and extended 

by the Commission in Docket UT-130477). 

2 Connor Thompson was withdrawn, and Ann Paisner was assigned as the presiding officer in this 

Docket by the Commission through a Notice issued on August 15, 2025. Notice of Withdrawal 

and Substitution of Presiding Officer, Docket UT-250544 (Aug. 15, 2025). 

3 Order 01, ⁋ 23. 

4 Notice of Revised Procedural Schedule (Nov. 20, 2025). 

5 WAC 480-07-740(2)(c) (“Parties should inform the presiding administrative law judge as soon 

as they reach a settlement in principle and request that the commission suspend the procedural 

schedule or make other arrangements for filing and review of the parties’ settlement agreement 

after the parties have executed it.”). 

6 WAC 480-07-330(2) (“When serving alone as the presiding officer, the administrative law 

judge will enter one or more initial orders, unless the parties and the commission agree to waive 

an initial order, or applicable law prohibits entry of an initial order.”); see also WAC 480-07-825. 
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the dates for hearing which were set for February 2 and 3, 2026, in Order 01, and which 

were suspended based on the presumed full multiparty settlement in principle.7 

5 CenturyLink provides that AT&T supports the Motion to Shorten Notice, Staff does not 

object, and the Public Counsel Unit of the Washington Attorney General’s Office (Public 

Counsel) has not responded.8 On November 26, 2025, Public Counsel confirmed by 

email to the parties and the ALJ for this proceeding that CenturyLink shared a copy of the 

Motion to Shorten Notice with Public Counsel on November 25, 2026, and that Public 

Counsel does not intend to file a response. 

6 On December 2, 2025, CenturyLink filed a related Motion to Modify the Date of Public 

Comment Hearing (Motion to Modify) from January 13, 2026 “to a date towards the very 

end of December 2025.”9 AT&T Supports the Motion to Modify, and Staff and Public 

Counsel do not object.10  

7 Century link provides in its Motion to Modify that a date must be set for public comment 

hearing before it can issue a customer notice through direct mail, email, and on its public 

website, and that the date cannot be set absent disposition of this motion and 

CenturyLink’s November 26, 2025, Motion to Shorten Notice.11 

8 On December 3, 2025, the Commission issued a Notice Suspending and Revising 

Procedural Schedule and Notice of Hearing in this Docket, which allowed for a 

settlement hearing to be scheduled at a later date. 

9 On December 9, 2025, CenturyLink informed ALJ Paisner and all the parties in this 

proceeding that it seeks to close the sale to AT&T at issue in this Docket by late January 

or early February instead of the end of December 2025 as previously stated in its two 

motions. 

10 On December 11, 2025, ALJ Paisner emailed the parties with a proposed procedural 

schedule for settlement consideration and virtual public comment hearing requesting that 

 

7 Motion to Shorten Notice at 1, ⁋ 3. 

8 Motion to Shorten Notice at 1, ⁋ 1. 

9 Motion to Modify at 1, ⁋ 1. 

10 Id. 

11 Motion to Modify at 3-4, ⁋ 10. 
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all parties respond by no later than 12 p.m., December 12, 2025. As of December 16, 

2025, no party has indicated an objection to the proposed procedural schedule.  

DISCUSSION 

11 Order 01 in this docket established that a virtual public comment hearing should take 

place to gather customer input prior to the hearing on the final disposition of this case. 

Order 01 also required CenturyLink to provide its customers with at least 30 days’ notice 

of the date, time, and access link for the virtual public comment hearing.12  

12 WAC 480-07-375(1)(b) contemplates procedural motions by parties in Commission 

proceedings seeking to modify the process or the procedural schedule. WAC 480-07-385 

provides further requirements for motions requesting to continue or suspend procedural 

schedules, and states that prior to granting any such motions, the Commission must 

consider (1) whether the requesting party demonstrates good cause; (2) whether the 

request will prejudice any party; or (3) whether the request will prejudice the 

Commission. The Commission will grant such a request unless it is inconsistent with the 

public interest or the Commission's administrative needs.  

13 In addition, the Commission’s regulations in chapter 480-120 WAC contemplate a 15-

day period of “shortened” notice to the public of the opportunity to provide public 

testimony regarding requests filed with the Commission by telephone service companies. 

Also, WAC 480-07-110 provides that the Commission, “in response to a request or on its 

own initiative, may grant an exemption from, or modify the application of, any of its 

rules in individual circumstances if the exemption or modification is consistent with the 

public interest, the purposes underlying regulation, and applicable statutes.” 

14 CenturyLink asserts in both motions that timing is critical and that it seeks to close on the 

asset transfer with AT&T by December 31, 2025. CenturyLink later informed the 

Commission that it seeks to close by early February 2026. No party in this Docket 

opposes either of the motions regarding the date for and shortened notice of the virtual 

public comment hearing. 

15 CenturyLink argues in both motions that neither the parties nor the public would be 

prejudiced by moving up the date for the public comment hearing and shortening public 

notice thereof, because CenturyLink plans to direct mail a customer notice reviewed and 

 

12 See Order 01 at 8, ⁋ 23. Order 01 inadvertently referenced WAC 480-90-197 which provides 

customer notice requirements for gas companies, but similar requirements for telephone company 

customer notices are found in WAC 480-120-194 through -197. 
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approved by parties and email the notice to customers for whom CenturyLink possesses 

an email address. CenturyLink states that it will also post the notice on its public website 

and believes that these efforts constitute extraordinary steps to enhance actual notice to 

customers ahead of the virtual public comment hearing. 

I. The Commission Denies as Moot CenturyLink’s Motion to Modify the 

Date for Public Comment Hearing. 

Although the Motion to Modify requests to move the virtual public comment hearing to a 

date near the very end of December 2025, no party in this proceeding objects to holding a 

virtual public comment hearing at the later date of January 5, 2026, at 6 p.m., which is a 

date that is better aligned with the Commission’s administrative needs. As discussed 

below, the Company will take several steps to enhance notice to the public for the public 

comment hearing consistent with the public interest. The Commission therefore denies 

CenturyLink’s Motion to Modify as moot and sets the date for virtual public comment 

hearing for January 5, 2026, at 6 p.m. as discussed below and as provided in Appendix A 

attached to this Order. 

II. The Commission Denies CenturyLink’s Motion to Shorten Notice to 14 

Days and Modifies Notice Period to 15 Days. 

16 As provided in CenturyLink’s Motion to Shorten Notice, the Company states that it will 

take steps to provide notice to the public of the virtual public comment hearing by direct 

mailing a customer notice reviewed and approved by parties, emailing the notice to 

customers for whom CenturyLink possesses an email address, and by posting the notice 

on its public website. In addition, no other party is objecting to this approach including 

Staff, whose representation includes the Commission’s Consumer Protection staff, as 

well as Public Counsel, who is the consumer advocate party in this proceeding. 

17 Because CenturyLink has stated that it will provide notice in multiple formats to the 

public of its public comment hearing, and because no party objects to the request to 

shorten notice, the Commission finds that modifying the notice period for the virtual 

public comment hearing to 15 days is consistent with the public interest and the purpose 

of chapter 480-120 WAC. While the Commission typically requires 30 days-notice in 

accordance with WAC 480-120-194(1), adjusting the notice period to 15 days is 

contemplated in WAC 480-120-194(3). No party objects or argues that such modification 

is inconsistent with law or the public interest. Accordingly, the Commission denies 

CenturyLink’s Motion to Shorten Notice to 14 days, and finds good cause, consistent 

with the public interest, to modify the notice period of the public comment hearing to 15 

days. 
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III. Modifications to the Procedural Schedule; Notice of Virtual Settlement 

Hearing; Notice of Virtual Public Comment Hearing 

18 Because no party objects to the proposed procedural schedule for settlement 

consideration and virtual public comment hearing in this docket, and because scheduling 

the public comment hearing on the same date as the hearing on the settlement is 

consistent with the public interest and the purpose of the Commission’s regulations in 

chapter 480-120 WAC, the Commission revises the procedural schedule in this matter as 

provided in Appendix A attached to this Order. 

19 The Commission gives notice that it will hear this matter virtually on January 5, 2025, at 

9:30 a.m.; the presiding officer of this hearing will be the Administrative Law Judge 

assigned to this docket who will subsequently enter an initial order.13 To participate by 

phone, please call (253) 215-8782 and enter Meeting ID: 815 3918 9342# and Passcode 

249983#. To participate via Zoom, please use the following link: click here to join 

meeting.14 

20 Further, the Commission establishes the time for a virtual public comment hearing to 

provide members of the public with an opportunity to present oral comments to the 

Commission on the issues raised in this matter. To participate by phone, please call (253) 

215-8782 and enter Meeting ID: 845 7234 8278# and Passcode 899956#. To participate 

via Zoom, please use the following link: click here to join meeting.15 

ORDER 

21 (1) The Commission denies CenturyLink’s Motion to Shorten Notice of Public 

Comment Hearing requesting 14 days’ notice, and modifies the notice period to 15 days. 

22 (2) The Commission denies as moot CenturyLink’s Motion to Modify the Date of 

Public Comment Hearing. 

23 (3) The Commission modifies the procedural schedule in this Docket as provided in 

Attachment A to this Order. 

 

13 See WAC 480-07-330(2) and 480-07-825. 

14 https://utc-wa-gov.zoom.us/j/81539189342?pwd=sXwBD4PaMXTgoXUFDBjB0FVbe2lrvy.1. 

15 https://utc-wa-gov.zoom.us/j/84572348278?pwd=KRJB7Uubf4pJ8RzlAkP1O606xBURfd.1. 

https://utc-wa-gov.zoom.us/j/81539189342?pwd=sXwBD4PaMXTgoXUFDBjB0FVbe2lrvy.1
https://utc-wa-gov.zoom.us/j/81539189342?pwd=sXwBD4PaMXTgoXUFDBjB0FVbe2lrvy.1
https://utc-wa-gov.zoom.us/j/84572348278?pwd=KRJB7Uubf4pJ8RzlAkP1O606xBURfd.1
https://utc-wa-gov.zoom.us/j/81539189342?pwd=sXwBD4PaMXTgoXUFDBjB0FVbe2lrvy.1
https://utc-wa-gov.zoom.us/j/84572348278?pwd=KRJB7Uubf4pJ8RzlAkP1O606xBURfd.1
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24 (4)  The Commission gives notice that the Commission will hear this matter virtually 

on Monday, January 5, 2026, at 9:30 a.m.; the presiding officer of this hearing will be the 

Administrative Law Judge assigned to this docket, who will subsequently enter an initial 

order. 

25 (5) The Commission gives further notice that the Commission will hold a virtual 

public comment hearing in this matter at 6 p.m. on Monday, January 5, 2026. 

DATED at Lacey, and effective Washington December 17, 2025. 

WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 

/s/ Ann Paisner    

ANN PAISNER  

Administrative Law Judge 

 

 

NOTICE TO PARTIES: This is an Interlocutory Order of the Commission. 

Administrative review may be available through a petition for review, filed within 

10 days of the service of this Order pursuant to WAC 480-07-810. 
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APPENDIX A 

PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE 

DOCKET UT-250544 

 

 

EVENT 

 

 

DATE 

Settlement, Supporting Testimony, and Evidence Fri., December 5, 2025 

Cross Exhibits, Cross-Examination Time Estimates, 

Exhibit Lists, and Errata 
Mon., December 29, 2025 

Virtual Settlement Hearing 
Mon., January 5, 2026, 

9:30 a.m. 

Virtual Public Comment Hearing 
Mon. January 5, 2026, 

6:00 p.m. 

 


