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JOHN E. VEENTJER 
903 191st ST SW 

Lynnwood, WA 98036 
(425) 776-4403 

 
 

SUMMARY OF QUALIFICATIONS 
 
Fifteen years as the Executive Director of the Marine Exchange of Puget Sound.  Among other duties, serve 
on the Olympic Coast National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council, General Member of the Northwest 
Association of National Ocean Observing Systems, and Chair of the Puget Sound Harbor Safety Committee.  
As well as three years as a maritime safety, security and environmental consultant following more than thirty 
years of public service in the Coast Guard, twenty-five of which were in the application and enforcement of 
U.S. federal and international commercial vessel safety standards, as well as port safety and environmental 
protection standards.  Sixteen of those years were in senior management positions.  Expertise in vessel 
inspections, port safety and security, environmental protection and response, contingency planning, seaman 
licensing and documentation, marine accident investigations, aids to navigation, search and rescue, as well as 
personnel and fiscal management. 
 

 
EDUCATION 

 
Bachelor of Engineering, U.S. Coast Guard Academy, New London, CT, 1973 (with Honors) 
 

 
SPECIFIC ASSIGNMENTS AND EXPERIENCE 

 
Executive Director, Marine Exchange of Puget Sound 
 January 2007 to December 2021 
Managed a staff of ten personnel, including a 24-hour watch.  Marine Exchange of Puget Sound (MX) is 
dedicated to strengthening the maritime transportation community through innovative services, advocacy, 
and support. Since our founding in 1980, the MX has evolved to meet the needs of our members, providing 
critical tools and resources to ensure safe, secure, efficient, and environmentally responsible maritime 
operations.  The MX monitors and maintains data regarding commercial vessels arrivals, movements within 
the waterways, and ultimate departure from northern Washington ports including Grays Harbor.  The MX 
also maintains its own Automatic Identification System (AIS) shore-based network.  That data maintained by 
the MX is available for purchase and has supported numerous studies.  The MX also provides administrative 
services for various maritime organizations. Also served as member of various maritime related 
organizations and was Chair of the Puget Sound Harbor Safety Committee for twelve years from 2011 to the 
end of 2022. 
 
Maritime Safety and Security Consultant, Pacific Northwest 
 October 2004 to August 2006 
Providing for-hire part-time consulting services in maritime safety, security and environmental protection.  
Providing part-time services to the Port of Seattle Marine Terrorism Response project.  Also on call, as 
available, for oil spill response management with Washington State Maritime Cooperative. 
 
Chief, Prevention Department, Marine Safety Office Puget Sound 
 June 2003 to October 2004 (Temporary civilian employment) 
Department Head supervising 40 plus personnel, mostly commercial vessel inspectors, U.S. and foreign flag.  
Ensured proper and fair application of vessel safety laws and regulations.  Addressed exceptional issues 
including deviations from rules and establishment of local policy in application of new statutory and 
regulatory initiatives, e.g., Maritime Security Act.  (GS-14) 
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Maritime Safety Consultant, Pacific Northwest 
 June 2002 to June 2003 
Providing for-hire part-time consulting services in maritime safety, security and environmental protection.  
Standby position in oil spill response management with Washington State Maritime Cooperative – respond 
as incident commander or deputy incident commander to spills in Puget Sound region.  Also provided part-
time services to Regional Maritime Security Coalition – Columbia River, a grant funded project to develop a 
cargo centric security system for Columbia River marine transportation system. 

 
Deputy, Regional Incident Commander (Operation Noble Eagle)  
Thirteenth Coast Guard District, Seattle, WA 
 September 2001 to December 2001 
Supervised daily activities of regional watch overseeing Coast Guard’s homeland security activities of 
throughout Pacific Northwest.  Implemented plans to ensure maritime domain awareness, waterside and 
waterfront surveillance, monitored transits of high interest vessels.  Provided input to resources distribution 
and additional resource requirements to shift Coast Guard activities to provide higher priority to homeland 
security in wake of September 11, 2001, terrorist events. (Captain, USCG) 
 
 
Chief, Marine Safety Division, Thirteenth Coast Guard District, Seattle, WA 

August 1998 to September 2001 
Senior program administrator for Coast Guard marine safety activities in Pacific Northwest.  Supervised two 
field offices, Seattle and Portland, in implementation of commercial vessel inspection, marine environmental 
pollution prevention and response, port safety and security, and waterways management activities.  Co-
chaired Federal Region X Regional Response Team in planning and preparedness for pollution response.  
Co-chaired (with Canadian Coast Guard, Pacific Region) the Joint Response Team in planning and 
preparedness for pollution response in shared waters of northern Puget Sound.  Co-chaired (with Canadian 
Coast Guard, Pacific Region) the Joint Coordinating Group for Cooperative Vessel Traffic Service for shared 
waters of northern Puget Sound.  (Captain, USCG)   

 
Commanding Officer, Coast Guard Marine Safety Office/Group Philadelphia, PA    

1995 to 1998 
Essentially Chief Executive Officer at field unit supervising 150 plus full-time and 100 plus part-time 
employees (reserves), most of whom are military, involved in application of federal and international marine 
safety standards, including administrative support staff.  Served in regulatory role of Captain of the Port (port 
safety and security; environmental protection and response) and Officer in Charge of Marine Inspection 
(commercial vessel safety inspections and casualty investigations) for the Delaware River and Bay region 
and coastal waters out to 200 miles off states of Delaware and New Jersey.  Also responsible for supervising 
inland waters search and rescue mission and certain aids to navigation functions on Delaware River and 
tributaries.  Promoted and fostered very broad application/implementation of partnerships in marine safety 
with local maritime community.  (Captain, USCG) 
 
Executive Officer, Coast Guard Marine Safety Office Puget Sound, Seattle, WA   

1992 to 1995 
Essentially Chief of Staff primarily responsible for personnel and fiscal management of marine safety unit 
with 90 plus full-time and 120 plus part-time employees, most of whom were military, involved in 
application of federal and international marine safety standards, including administrative support staff.  Also 
served as alternate Captain of the Port and Officer in Charge of Marine Inspection for Puget Sound region 
and coastal waters out to 200 miles off the state of Washington.  Supervised full integration of part-time 
resources (Coast Guard reservists) with full-time work force to increase productivity and provide better 
service to maritime customers and general public.  (Commander, USCG) 
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Chief, Vessel Inspections Department, Marine Safety Office Puget Sound, Seattle, WA 

1989 to 1992 
Department Head supervising 40 plus personnel, mostly commercial vessel inspectors, including 16 to 20 
inspector trainees (Puget Sound being one of the Coast Guard’s three large training ports).  Ensured proper 
and fair application of vessel safety laws and regulations.  Addressed exceptional issues including deviations 
from rules, and establishment of local policy in application of new initiatives, e.g., Oil Pollution Act 1990 
and Commercial Fishing Industry Vessel Safety Act.  (Commander, USCG) 
 
Staff member, Compliance and Enforcement Branch, Marine Inspection and Documentation Division, 
Coast Guard Headquarters, Washington, DC 

1987 to 1989 
Developed national policy and provided interpretation/clarification regarding application of commercial 
vessel safety standards, in particular rules regarding examination of foreign passenger vessels operating in 
U.S., sail training vessels, passenger carrying submersibles, commercial diving operations, etc.  Provided 
input to development of regulations and policy regarding commercial fishing industry vessel safety 
standards.  (Lieutenant Commander, USCG) 
 
Staff member, Safety and Design Branch, Marine Technical and Hazardous Materials Division, Coast 
Guard Headquarters, Washington, DC 

1984 to 1987 
Provided technical support and developed national policy regarding commercial vessel design, arrangements, 
outfitting and operations, developed regulations and policy directives.  Specialized in matters regarding 
inspection of commercial vessels changing (from foreign flag) to U.S. flag operations, coordinated 
development of standards for first ever U.S. inspected passenger submersible, and provided technical advice 
regarding various shipboard safety systems.  (Lieutenant Commander, USCG). 
 
Department Head, Marine Safety Office/Group Portland, Oregon 
 1980 to 1984 
Served sequentially in various Department Head positions: Chief, Investigations Department (supervising 
staff of eight in marine casualty investigations); then Chief, Licensing and Documentation Department 
(examining applicants for merchant seaman licenses and/or documents); then Chief, Port Operations 
(supervising staff of about 40 engaged in application of port safety and environmental protection standards, 
inland search and rescue, and aids to navigation); and then as commercial vessel inspector.  (Arrive at unit as 
Lieutenant, departed as Lieutenant Commander, USCG) 
  
Staff Member, Port Safety Branch, Marine Safety Division, Ninth Coast Guard District 
Cleveland, Ohio 

1976 to 1980 
Developed regional policy regarding application of port safety, security, and environmental protection for the 
Great Lakes.  Prepared regulation packages for navigation rules throughout Great Lakes region.  District 
expert on the application of hazardous materials transportation regulations.  (Lieutenant, USCG) 

  
Commanding Officer, Coast Guard LORAN Station Sitkinak Island, Sitkinak, Alaska 
 1975 to 1976 
Essentially Chief Executive Officer supervising staff of 29 to 35 active duty military in maintenance and 
operation of an isolated Long-Range Aid to Navigation (LORAN) Station providing navigation services in 
the North Pacific.   (Lieutenant junior grade, USCG). 
 
Deck Watch Officer, U.S. Coast Guard Cutter TUPELO, Astoria, Oregon 
 1973 to 1975 
Served as deck watch officer responsible while underway for the safe navigation of the vessel and while 
moored for the safety of the vessel in port.  Communications Officer, Classified Material Control Officer, 
Electronics Material Officer, and Morale Officer.  (Ensign, USCG). 
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ADDITIONAL EDUCATION 
 
Multiple service schools including:  Various Incident Command System courses aimed at Multi-
agency coordination (1999-2001), On-scene Commander’s Crisis Management Course (1995), 
Media Relations Skill Lab Phase I (1995), Senior Manager Quality Management Course (1993), 
Marine Safety Executive Officer’s Course (1992), Civilian Personnel Procedures for Supervisors 
Course (latest 1992), Introduction to Incident Command System (1991), Media Relations Workshop 
(1990), Occupational Safety and Health Coordinator Course (1989), Mid-grade Officer Inspection 
Department Head Course (1984), Incident Mitigation and Treatment Methods (1983), Mid-grade 
Officer Pollution Response Course (1983), Leadership and Management Course (1982), Marine 
Safety Investigation Mid-management Course (1980), Marine Safety Basic Indoctrination Course 
(1977), Officers’ Basic Aids to Navigation Course (1973), Communications Security Material 
System Course (1973), Oceanographic Instrumentation Course (1972) 
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