BEFORE THE WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

	In the Matter of the Petition of

PUGET SOUND ENERGY, INC.,

For Approval of a Power Purchase Agreement for Acquisition of Coal Transition Power, as Defined in RCW 80.80.010, and the Recovery of Related Acquisition Costs


	DOCKET UE-121373

MOTION OF COMMISSION STAFF TO HOLD THE HEARING IN THIS MATTER ON DECEMBER 12, 2012



1 The Staff of the Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission (Staff) requests that the Commission hold the hearing in this matter on December 12, 2012, instead of commencing the hearing on December 11, 2012.  Because the hearing currently is scheduled for both December 11, 2012 and December 12, 2012, holding the hearing on December 12, 2012 will not cause any undue hardship or prejudice to the parties.  Indeed, the Procedural Schedule in Order 02, the Commission’s Prehearing Conference Order in this matter, issued on September 10, 2012, stated that the hearing would commence on December 11, 2012, “continuing from day to day, as needed.”  Thus, all parties have been on notice from virtually the outset of this docket that December 12, 2012 was reserved as a date for the hearing in this case.

2 Public Counsel has indicated to Staff that it supports Staff’s motion to hold the hearing on December 12, 2012.  All of the other parties, with the exception of the Northwest Energy Coalition (NWEC), also have stated that they do not object to this motion.  The current witness cross-examination table shows the parties need only three hours and twenty-five minutes to cross-examine all witnesses, together with time for questions from the Commissioners.  Therefore, two days of hearings are not necessary, and moving the hearing to December 12 will allow the parties more time to prepare.  

3 NWEC has stated to the parties that Danielle Dixon is not available on December 11, 2012.  However, Staff will waive cross-examination of Ms. Dixon if the hearing is held on December 12, 2012.  None of the other parties have any cross-examination for Ms. Dixon, and she thus would not need to appear as a witness.
4 NWEC has 15 minutes of cross-examination listed for Puget Sound Energy (PSE) witness Roger Garratt, and 10 minutes of cross-examination listed for Staff witness David Gomez.  NWEC has previously stated to the parties that Nancy Hirsch would be available to do that cross-examination on December 12, 2012, if necessary.
5 Although Staff is not technically requesting a “continuance,” since December 12, 2012 has already been reserved as a possible hearing date, the Commission’s standard for continuances, applicable by analogy, is contained in WAC 480-07-385(2):

The commission will grant a continuance if the requesting party demonstrates good cause for the continuance and the continuance will not prejudice any party or the commission. The commission will grant a timely request to which all parties expressly agree unless it is inconsistent with the public interest or the commission's administrative needs.
6 Here, granting Staff’s request to hold the hearing on December 12, 2012 will aid in preparation and will not prejudice any of the parties to this case.  Good cause, therefore, exists for the Commission to grant Staff’s request.  Furthermore, Staff’s request is not inconsistent with the public interest or the Commission’s administrative needs.
7 For these reasons, Staff’s Request to hold the hearing in this case on December 12, 2012 should be granted by the Commission.
DATED this 7th day of December 2012.  
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