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BEFORE THE WASHINGTON 
UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 

 
 

In the Matter of Determining the Proper 
Carrier Classification of, and Complaint 
for Penalties Against: 
 
KIM JONES D/B/A DESERT WAVE 

DOCKET TE-190052 
 
 
DECLARATION OF JASON HOXIT 

  
 

I, Jason Hoxit, under penalty of perjury under the laws of the state of Washington, 

declares as follows: 

1. I am over 18 years of age, a citizen of the United States, a resident of the state of 

Washington, and competent to be a witness. 

2. I am employed by the Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission 

(Commission) as a Compliance Investigator in the Transportation Safety Division. 

As a Compliance Investigator, my responsibilities include conducting investigations 

into the operations of regulated and unregulated transportation companies. As part of 

those duties, I investigate charter party and excursion service carriers that may be 

operating without the required Commission-issued certificate. 

3. On September 29, 2015, the Commission received Kim Jones d/b/a Desert Wave’s 

(Desert Wave or Company) application for charter and excursion carrier service 

authority, which was assigned to Docket TE-151990. In the application, the 

Company identified that it operated a 24-passenger 2005 Hummer H2 with license 

plate B15674L.1 

 
1 See Attachment A for a copy of the application in Docket TE-151990, dated September 29, 2015. 
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4. On June 8, 2018, Desert Wave requested that its charter and excursion carrier service 

authority be canceled, which was assigned to Docket TE-180516.2 

5. On June 4, 2019, the Commission entered Order 02, Stipulated Initial Order 

Classifying Respondent as Charter Party or Excursion Service Carrier; Ordering 

Respondent to Cease and Desist; Imposing and Suspending Penalties on Condition of 

Future Compliance (Order 02).3 Order 02 assessed a penalty of $10,000 against 

Desert Wave for two violations of Revised Code of Washington (RCW) 

81.70.260(1) for operating as a charter party or excursion service carrier in the state 

of Washington after the cancellation of its certificate. Order 02 further suspended a 

$9,000 portion of the penalty for a period of two years on the condition that Desert 

Wave refrained permanently from further operations as a charter party or excursion 

service carrier in the state of Washington without first obtaining the required 

certificate from the Commission. 

6. During the June 4, 2019, special proceeding, Desert Wave acknowledged that: (1) 

the Company reviewed and understood Order 02 in its entirety; (2) the Company was 

penalized $10,000 for advertising and offering to conduct operations after the 

cancellation of its certificate; and (3) if the Commission found Desert Wave 

advertising or offering to provide charter party or excursion carrier services during 

the two-year suspension period, the Company would have to pay the entire $10,000 

penalty.4 

 
2 See Attachment B for a copy of the Company’s voluntary cancelation in Docket TE-180516, dated 
June 8, 2018. 
3 See Attachment C for a copy of Order 02 in Docket TE-190052, dated June 4, 2019. 
4 See Attachment D for a copy of the June 4, 2019, transcript, pages 7-13. 
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7. At the June 4, 2019, special proceeding, Kim Jones, owner of Desert Wave, testified 

that “I have ceased operating as far as charter, and I have applied as a limousine 

operator through the State.” When questioned by the Judge if the Company 

understood the differences between a limousine endorsement and a charter 

certificate, the Company responded, “Basically it’s a matter of passenger occupancy 

… And I think that’s where they got me. They said 16, I wasn’t paying attention on 

the number.” Desert Wave then testified that it understood what it could and could 

not legally do and acknowledged that Commission staff (Staff) is available to assist 

the Company should it have any questions.5 

8. On July 2, 2019, Desert Wave paid the $1,000 portion of the penalty that was not 

suspended.  

9. On May 12, 2021, I initiated a follow-up investigation of Desert Wave to check for 

compliance with Order 02 in Docket TE-190052. On May 12, I searched 

Commission records, which showed that Desert Wave did not have the required 

authority to provide charter party or excursion carrier services in the state of 

Washington.6 

10. On May 12, 2021, I visited the Company’s website, www.desertwavelimousine.com. 

Under the website’s “Rentals” tab, the Company provided links to a “White H2 

Hummer Limousine” and a “Lincoln Towncar Stretch Limo.”7 From there, I 

followed the link to the Hummer H2 and observed a picture of a white stretch 

 
5 Id. 
6 See Attachment E for a copy of Commission records documenting the Company’s inactive status, 
captured on May 12, 2021. 
7 See Attachment F for a copy of the website’s “Rentals” page, captured on May 12, 2021. 
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Hummer H2 with license plate B15674L.8 I also followed the link to the white 

stretch Lincoln Town Car, but was unable to identify a license plate number for that 

motor vehicle.9 On May 12, I visited the website’s “Contact Us” page, which 

provided a phone number of (509) 735-7359 and an address of 2569 N. Columbia 

Center Blvd., Richland, WA, 99352; both matching the Commission’s records.10 

11. On May 12, 2021, I visited Desert Wave’s Facebook page, which listed 

www.desertwavelimousine.com as the Company’s website and provided a phone 

number of (509) 735-7359.11 On the Company’s Facebook page, I observed a post 

from November 30, 2020, where Desert Wave provided a picture of its white stretch 

Lincoln Town Car with license plate B53185K.12 

12. On May 12, 2021, I searched Washington Department of Licensing’s (DOL) 

DRIVES application for vehicle information on license plates B15674L and 

B53185K, which produced records showing that both the Lincoln Town Car and 

Hummer H2 are registered to Desert Wave, and each motor vehicle’s registration 

was renewed in April 2021.13 

13. On May 12, 2021, I searched Washington Department of Revenue’s (DOR) Business 

Licensing Service, which produced records showing that Desert Wave had an active 

 
8 See Attachment G for a copy of the website’s “White H2 Hummer Limousine” page, captured on 
May 12, 2021. 
9 See Attachment H for a copy of the website’s “Lincoln Towncar Stretch Limousine” page, captured 
on May 12, 2021. 
10 See Attachment I for a copy of the website’s “Contact Us” page, captured on May 12, 2021. 
11 See Attachment J for a copy of the Company’s Facebook page, captured on May 12, 2021. 
12 See Attachment K for a copy of the Company’s November 30, 2020, Facebook post, captured on 
May 12, 2021. 
13 See Attachment L for vehicle information on license plates B15674L and B53185K, captured on 
May 12, 2021. 
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limousine endorsement through DOL, with one motor vehicle registered as a 

limousine vehicle.14 

14. On May 12, 2021, I filed a public records request with DOL to identify which Desert 

Wave motor vehicle was actively registered under the Company’s limousine 

authority. That same day, DOL responded to my request for public records and 

provided vehicle information for six separate motor vehicles registered to Desert 

Wave.15 

15. On May 13, 2021, I contacted DOL’s for-hire and limousines unit and DOL’s 

vehicle and vessel unit to obtain clarification as to which motor vehicles are actively 

registered as limousine vehicles under Desert Wave’s limousine license.16 

16. On May 13, 2021, I called (509) 735-7359 and left a voicemail for Desert Wave 

stating I was looking for transportation to the Watershed Festival for a bachelor 

party. On May 13, I received a voicemail message from phone number (509) 947-

3975. In the voicemail message, “Kim Jones from Desert Wave limousine service” 

stated he was calling from his personal phone number and requested that I call him 

back at that number, (509) 735-7358, or (509) 735-7359.17 

17. On May 13, 2021, I called (509) 947-3975 and spoke with Kim Jones of Desert 

Wave about reserving roundtrip transportation for 13-15 passengers from Richland, 

WA, to the Gorge Amphitheatre for the Watershed Festival on either July 31, 2021, 

 
14 See Attachment M for a copy of DOR’s Business Licensing Service, captured on May 12, 2021. 
15 See Attachment N for a copy of DOL’s response to public records request #21-7285, dated May 
12, 2021. 
16 See Attachment O for a copy of the email sent to DOL, dated May 13, 2021. 
17 See Attachment P for a copy of the voicemail from the Company, dated May 13, 2021. 
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or August 1, 2021.18 In the conversation, Desert Wave stated it had a 10-passenger 

stretch Lincoln Town Car and a 20-passenger stretch Hummer H2, but informed me 

that the Company can only transport 15 passengers in the stretch Hummer H2 due to 

limousine regulations. Desert Wave quoted rates of $100 per hour for the stretch 

Lincoln Town Car and $150 per hour for the stretch Hummer H2, informed me that 

the rates do not include an 18 percent gratuity, stated that a 20 percent deposit is 

needed to reserve transportation, and stated that the total transportation costs would 

be due on the day of the event. 

18. On May 17, 2021, I received an email from DOL informing me that Desert Wave has 

one active limousine vehicle registered under its limousine license, a 1999 white 

Lincoln Town Car with license plate B53185K.19 Desert Wave’s stretch Hummer H2 

is not registered as a limousine vehicle under its limousine authority through DOL. 

19. On May 19, 2021, I searched Commission records, which showed that Desert Wave 

does not have the required authority to provide charter party or excursion carrier 

service in the state of Washington.20 

20. Based on paragraphs 3 through 19 above, Staff finds that Desert Wave failed to 

comply with the condition of Order 02 in Docket TE-190052, specifically, the 

condition to refrain permanently from further operations as a charter party or 

excursion service carrier in the state of Washington without first obtaining the 

required certificate from the Commission. Staff recommends the Commission 

 
18 See Attachment Q for a copy of the notes from the phone conversation on May 13, 2021. 
19 See Attachment R for a copy of the email from DOL, dated May 17, 2021. 
20 See Attachment S for a copy of Commission records documenting the Company’s inactive status, 
captured on May 19, 2021. 
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impose the $9,000 suspended penalty on Desert Wave. 

 

DATED this XXth day of June 2021, at Lacey, Washington. 

 

 
     /s/ Jason Hoxit        

JASON HOXIT
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