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BG Enterprises, Inc. (a Montana corporation), d/b/a Grizzly Telephone (“Grizzly”), hereby petitions the Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission (“Commission”) for a continuation of the relief granted by the Commission’s Order dated 31, 2003.  Specifically, Grizzly requests that the Commission continue the exemption from WAC 480-122-O20 that the Commission granted at Paragraph 1 of its Order dated July 31, 2003.  

Grizzly requests the extension for the reason that the issue of the WTAP reimbursement rate has not been decided.  Thus, unless the Commission grants the exemption, or, alternatively, grants a stay in enforcement of WAC 480-122-020, Grizzly will be forced to provide services to WTAP clients at a reimbursement rate that is far below its cost of providing the service.


As the Commission required, Grizzly has and will continue to inform all applicants for service that WTAP service is available from other LECs for the currently ordered assistance rate for households that are eligible for the service.  


Further, Grizzly, in terminating its WTAP, customers cooperated with QWEST by providing information or otherwise facilitating the transition of customers from Grizzly to QWEST service.  As the Commission required, Grizzly gave its customers at least until the end of the 30-day notice period in WAC 480-120-083.

CONCLUSION


Grizzly’s ability to provide services to WTAP customers depends entirely on the reimbursement the State of Washington previously provided before the adoption of the emergency order.  Pursuant to this Commission’s previous decision, 276 of its WTAP customers were transferred to QWEST.  Unless the Commission continues the exemption or grants the waiver, Grizzly will quickly be in the same place it was before.  The company simply cannot provide services for less than the cost of doing business.

Because Grizzly cannot continue to provide services at a loss, it respectfully requests a waiver or an extension of the exemption from WAC 488-122-020 that this Commission granted in its Order of July 31, 2003. 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED this ___ day of December, 2003. 
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