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BEFORE THE  

WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND 
TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION, 

Complainant, 

v. 

PUGET SOUND ENERGY, 

Respondent. 
____________________________________ 

In the Matter of the Petition of 

PUGET SOUND ENERGY 

For an Account Order Authorizing the 
Deferred Accounting Treatment for FERC 
Interest Associated with Mandatory 
Transmission Network Upgrades. 

DOCKETS UE-260005 & 

UG-260006 (Consolidated) 

UE-260113 

EXHIBIT AHS-2 

TO THE RESPONSE TESTIMONY OF DR. AMANDA H. SAFFORD

ON BEHALF OF THE ALLIANCE OF WESTERN ENERGY CONSUMERS 

July 28, 2026 



AMANDA SAFFORD 
Independent Consultant 

amandasafford@gmail.com

EDUCATION 

Ph.D., Economics University of Nevada 
Reno, NV  |  2015 

Master of Business Administration University of Nevada 
Reno, NV  |  2010 

Bachelor of Science, Economics Duke University 
Durham, NC  |  2001 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

Independent Consultant Self-employed 
2024 - Present 

● Founded an independent consulting practice, providing policy research, economic analysis and
development, expert witness services and data consulting to companies, trade groups  and
utility stakeholders in the Western U.S.

Executive Vice President, Head of Customer Operations nZero 
2022 - 2024 

● Provided technical and strategic leadership at an energy, cost, and carbon accounting software
startup, overseeing Data Services, Customer Success and Delivery teams and driving
development of scalable solutions rooted in electricity market expertise.

● Led cross-functional efforts for customer implementation of advanced energy and carbon
analytics tools, aligning product development with utility knowledge and customer needs while
improving platform performance and impact.

Director of Operations Academica Nevada 
2018 - 2022 

● Built and led Academica’s Reno team through an 8x growth period, expanding from 280 to over
2,200 students across three campuses and construction of 85,000 sq. ft. of facilities in three years,
while overseeing operations across accounting, legal, finance, facilities, data analysis, human
resources and board meeting management.

Senior Economist/Senior Load Research Analyst NVEnergy 
2015 - 2018 

● Managed statistical analysis and federal reporting for the Nevada Dynamic Pricing Trial, a
statewide consumer behavior study on time-of-use rates involving over 5,000 households under
the U.S. Department of Energy’s Smart Grid Investment Grant.
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● Led the transition of load research and data analytics processes for NV Energy’s largest rate
classes, implementing a new data platform that significantly improved accuracy and reduced
costs, while leading cross-functional coordination, programming, and technical testing.

● Contributed to regulatory testimony in general rate case and net metering proceedings,
providing expertise in economic and statistical analysis, time-of-use rates, rate design and load
research.

Instructor/Research Assistant University of Nevada 
2012 - 2015 

● Served as an instructor in the Economics and Management Science departments, earning
consistently high evaluations, and as a research assistant on the Big Data for Small Business
project, conducting data analysis and modeling to develop predictive tools for revenue
forecasting, customer targeting, and marketing optimization.

Financial Product Specialist Wells Fargo 
2006 - 2007 

● Applied technical expertise in financial markets to lead business development for interest rate
hedging products in Nevada, while identifying and structuring solutions across commodity,
equity, and credit products.

Associate, Investment Banking  Lehman Brothers 
2001 - 2005 

● Applied advanced knowledge of investment banking and debt capital markets to structure and
execute a range of fixed income transactions for UK and Northern European corporate clients,
including bond issuances, tender offers, and shelf registrations, while maintaining relationships
with senior treasury professionals.

INVITED SPEAKER & PUBLICATIONS 

Western Economics Association International  

Academy of Behavioral Finance & Economics 

Society for the Advancement of Behavioral Economics 

Sundali, J. A., Safford, A. H., & Croson, R. (2012). The impact of near-miss events on betting behavior: An 
examination of casino rapid roulette play. Judgment and Decision making, 7(6), 768-778. 

Safford, A., Sundali, J., & Guerrero, F. (2018). Does experiencing a crash make all the difference? An 
experiment on the depression babies hypothesis. SAGE Open, 8(2). 
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RECENT CONSULTING ENGAGEMENTS 

Bonneville Power Administration Power and Rate Design Methodology 2026  
2024 -2025
Retained as an expert witness on behalf of Alliance of Western Energy Consumers in the Bonneville Power 
Administration Power and Rate Design Methodology 2026 proceeding (PRDM-26). 

Bonneville Power Administration Power and Transmission Rate 2026 
2024 -2025
Retained as an expert witness on behalf of Alliance of Western Energy Consumers in the Bonneville Power 
Administration Power and Transmission Rate 2026 proceeding (BPA-26). 

PacifiCorp 2026 Renewable Adjustment Clause 
2025
Retained as an expert on behalf of Alliance of Western Energy Consumers in the Oregon Public Utility 
Commission proceeding (UE 451) to review PacifiCorp's 2026 Renewable Adjustment Clause. 

Portland General Electric Corporate Structure Update 
2026
Retained as an expert on behalf of Alliance of Western Energy Consumers in the Oregon Public Utility 
Commission proceeding (UM 2385) regarding Portland General Electric’s Application of Corporate 
Reorganization to Create a Holding Company under ORS 757.511. 

Bonneville Power Administration Post-2028 Residential Exchange Program  
2026
Retained as a technical advisor on behalf of Alliance of Western Energy Consumers in the Bonneville 
Power Administration Post-2028 Residential Exchange Program proceedings. 

PacifiCorp’s Application for the Sale of Washington-Based Utility Assets 
2026
Retained as an expert on behalf of Alliance of Western Energy Consumers in the Oregon Public Utility 
Commission proceeding (UP 441) regarding PacifiCorp’s application for authorization of the sale of its 
Washington-based assets to Portland General Electric. 

Portland Genergy Electric Purchase of PacifiCorp’s Washington-Based Utility Assets 
2026
Retained as an expert on behalf of Alliance of Western Energy Consumers in the Oregon Public Utility 
Commission proceeding (UP 443) regarding Portland General Electric’s Application to purchase 
Pacificorp’s utility assets and obligations in Washington. 

Puget Sound Energy General Rate Case 
2026
Retained as an expert on behalf of Alliance of Western Energy Consumers in the Washington Utilities and 
Transportation Commission proceeding (UE-260005) regarding Puget Sound Energy’s General Rate Case. 
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