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BEFORE THE WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 

Dockets UE-260005 & UG-260006 
Puget Sound Energy 

2026 General Rate Case 

WUTC STAFF DATA REQUEST NO. 176: 
REQUESTED BY: Ana Boyd and Hannah Halliday 

RE: Thermal Energy Network Pilot 

The Direct Testimony of Aaron A. August, Exh. AAA-1T at 53:6-7 mentions a potential 
energy efficiency grant from Seattle City Light. 

a. Please provide information on how PSE developed the $180,000 grant estimate.

b. What is the status of the grant funding from SCL?

c. Please provide details on when PSE would need to apply for this grant and the
likelihood of receiving this grant.

d. Has PSE explored any other energy efficiency incentive opportunities with
Seattle City Light.

i. If yes, please detailed information about the other opportunities and the
potential cost savings.

Response: 

a. Seattle City Light developed the $180,000 grant estimate using its custom grants
process for central plant upgrades, which incentivizes savings at $0.36/kWh.1

Under that framework, incentives are typically calculated on a $/kWh basis for
incremental energy savings. Based on preliminary assumptions regarding system
performance, including conversion of displaced natural gas usage to equivalent
electric load, assumed baseline boiler efficiency, and projected system coefficient
of performance, Seattle City Light estimated annual energy savings of
approximately 500,000 kWh. Applying an indicative incentive rate of
approximately $0.36 per kWh resulted in an estimated incentive of approximately

1 Seattle City Light, 2026 Energy Conservation Incentives: Commercial, Industrial, and Multifamily Retrofit 
Projects (2026), 
https://www.seattle.gov/documents/Departments/CityLight/CommercialRetrofitIncentives.pdf. 

Exh. AMB-4 
UE-260005-06, UE-260113 

Page 1 of 2

https://www.seattle.gov/documents/Departments/CityLight/CommercialRetrofitIncentives.pdf


 
PSE’s Response to WUTC Staff Data Request No. 176 Page 2 
Date of Response:  June 3, 2026 
Person who Prepared the Response:  Beth Robinweiler 
Witness Knowledgeable About the Response:  Aaron A. August 

$180,000. This estimate is preliminary and subject to refinement based on final 
project design and verified energy savings. 

 
b. The potential incentive from Seattle City Light has not yet been finalized. The 

amount of any incentive will depend on final project design, verified energy 
savings, and Seattle City Light’s review and approval under its applicable 
incentive programs. 

 
c. PSE anticipates that an application for any Seattle City Light incentive would 

occur following completion of sufficiently advanced project design, when 
equipment specifications and projected energy savings can be documented. 
Incentive eligibility, timing, and approval will depend on Seattle City Light 
program requirements in effect at the time of application and Seattle City Light’s 
evaluation of the project’s energy savings. PSE has not independently assessed 
the likelihood of receiving a specific incentive amount. 

 
d. PSE has engaged in preliminary discussions with Seattle City Light regarding 

potential energy efficiency measures that may qualify for incentives in connection 
with central plant and Thermal Energy Network–related upgrades. However, PSE 
has not completed a detailed evaluation of specific additional incentive 
opportunities or associated cost savings. Potential measures discussed at a 
conceptual level include improvements to pumping systems, piping design and 
insulation, heat recovery, thermal energy storage, and domestic hot water 
systems. Any eligibility for incentives and associated cost savings will depend on 
final system design and Seattle City Light program criteria at the time of 
application. 
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