BEFORE THE WASHINGTON
UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND
TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION,

Complainant,
V.

PACIFICORP dba
PACIFIC POWER & LIGHT COMPANY,

Respondent.

Docket UE-250224

PACIFICORP’S MOTION TO AMEND
STANDARD PROTECTIVE ORDER

I. RELIEF REQUESTED

PacifiCorp d/b/a Pacific Power & Light Company respectfully moves to modify

the standard protective order issued by the Washington Ultilities and Transportation

Commission (Commission) under WAC 480-07-420(1) on May 21, 2025, in PacifiCorp’s

power cost only rate case. PacifiCorp specifically seeks to impose the attached amended

protective order (Amended Protective Order) in accordance with revisions suggested by

the Washington Department of Ecology (Ecology) and Commission Staff. PacifiCorp’s

representatives in this proceeding are:

Tiffanie A. Ellis

Ajay Kumar

PacifiCorp

825 NE Multnomah Street, Suite 2000
Portland, OR 97232

Phone: (503) 813-5161

Email: tiffanie.ellis@pacificorp.com
ajay.kumar@pacificorp.com
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II. BACKGROUND AND AUTHORITIES IN SUPPORT

On April 1, 2025, PacifiCorp filed a power cost-only rate case. In its filing,
PacifiCorp designated certain pages of its supporting testimony and exhibits as
confidential. In accordance with WAC 480-07-510(3), the Company also submitted
workpapers, portions of which were similarly marked confidential.

On the same day, April 1, 2025, PacifiCorp filed a motion requesting entry of the
Commission’s standard protective order, seeking designation of information as
confidential under WAC 480-07-160 and RCW 80.04.095. The Commission granted this
motion on May 21, 2025, and issued a standard protective order for this proceeding.

During this proceeding, PacifiCorp received a discovery request from Public
Counsel related to its participation in Washington’s Climate Commitment Act (CCA)
Cap-and-Invest Program.' PacifiCorp initially believed, based on Ecology’s rules, that it
was prohibited from disclosing the requested information due to its classification as
market-sensitive data. Specifically, PacifiCorp believed the information was market-
sensitive information protected under WAC 173-446-317 (hereinafter referred to as
“Highly Confidential CCA Information”), which governs the Cap-and-Invest Program.

On June 25, 2025, PacifiCorp held a meeting with the Washington Department of
Ecology and Public Counsel to discuss the applicability of Ecology’s rules to the
discovery request. Commission Staff also attended. It was determined that the requested
information may be sensitive and warranted further review by Ecology. To avoid
inadvertent disclosure of sensitive material and potential liability for prohibited

disclosures, Ecology and PacifiCorp agreed that Ecology should review PacifiCorp’s

! See Public Counsel DRs 21, 22.
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draft discovery response. PacifiCorp submitted the response to Ecology for review.

On July 3, 2025, Ecology informed PacifiCorp that it was collaborating with the
Commission to propose edits to the standard protective order to address Highly
Confidential CCA Information. Ecology shared these proposed edits with PacifiCorp on
July 16, 2025. PacifiCorp incorporated the revisions into the attached Amended
Protective Order. PacifiCorp circulated these edits with Ecology, Staff of the
Commission (Staff), Public Counsel, the Alliance of Western Energy Consumers
(AWEC), and The Energy Project (TEP).

On July 21, 2025, AWEC informed the parties that it opposed the language in the
original modified protective order. To facilitate an agreement among parties, PacifiCorp
scheduled a meeting between AWEC, TEP, Public Counsel, Staff, and Ecology.

During the July 22, 2025, meeting, no resolution was reached regarding the
proper scope of the definition of Highly Confidential CCA Information. However, that
evening, Ecology distributed an updated version with changes to the modified protection
order that it found acceptable. These changes also are incorporated into the attached
Amended Protective Order. AWEC followed up with its own edits later that day.

On July 24, 2025, Staff, Ecology, and PacifiCorp agreed that a timely resolution
of the proper language in the modified protective award was not foreseeable.
Accordingly, the parties agreed that PacifiCorp would submit this motion and the
attached Amended Protective Order with Ecology’s original edits and its July 22 edits.
Staff and Ecology agreed to support PacifiCorp in this motion. PacifiCorp supports
Ecology’s changes to the standard protective order as necessary to ensure appropriate

protection of potentially market-sensitive information. AWEC has informed PacifiCorp
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that it intends to oppose the new language in the Amended Protective Order.

The Commission has authority to grant PacifiCorp’s motion under WAC 480-07-
420(2), which allows the Commission to amend its standard protective order to
accommodate the specific needs of the parties and the proceeding. Furthermore,
Paragraph 24 of the Order allows for modification of the Order by the motion of a party.

As stated, the information designated as confidential by PacifiCorp will include
commercially sensitive data subject to WAC 173-446-317. PacifiCorp has limited and
will continue to limit its confidentiality designations to only what is necessary to
maintain transparency and public participation in the proceeding.

The materials PacifiCorp seeks to protect qualify for confidential treatment under
WAC 173-446-317. Public disclosure could impair PacifiCorp’s competitive position and
increase business risks, expose to PacifiCorp to liability, and ultimately lead to higher
costs for customers.

III. CONCLUSION

For the reasons set forth above, PacifiCorp respectfully requests that the

Commission modify the standard form protective order currently in place in this case

with the attached Amended Protective Order.
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Respectfully submitted this 29th day of July, 2025.

/s/ Tiffanie A. Ellis

Tiffanie A. Ellis, WSB 56586

Sr. Regulatory Attorney

Ajay Kumar

PacifiCorp

825 NE Multnomah Street, Suite 2000
Portland, OR 97232

(503) 813-5161
tiffanie.ellis@pacificorp.com
ajay.kumar@pacificorp.com;

Attorneys for PacifiCorp
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