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BEFORE THE WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

Dockets UE-260005 & UG-260006
Puget Sound Energy
2026 General Rate Case

WUTC STAFF DATA REQUEST NO. 024:

REQUESTED BY: Sophie C. Major

Re: Distributional Equity Analysis for Net Energy Metering

Please refer to the Direct Testimony of Troy A. Hutson, Exh. TAH-1T. The witness
explains on page 25 that the Company has “Completed the first four steps of the
Distributional Equity Analysis on the Net Energy Metering program.”

a.

b.
C.

d.

Explain the current status of the Net Energy Metering (NEM) Distributional Equity
Analysis (DEA).

When does the Company expect to complete the NEM DEA?

To date, what costs has the Company incurred to complete the first four steps of
the NEM DEA?

What is the estimated cost of completing the NEM DEA to the Company?

Response:

a.

On December 18, 2025, Puget Sound Energy (“PSE”) filed the first four steps of
the Distributional Equity Analysis for Net Energy Metering as required by
Order 02 in Docket UE-231031.

On February 9, 2026, members of PSE staff met with members of WUTC Staff to
discuss the filing. During that meeting, PSE staff communicated that they believe
PSE has complied with the requirements of Order 02 by filing the first four steps
of the Distributional Equity Analysis for Net Energy Metering on December 18,
2025. PSE staff also conveyed that completing the final steps of the Distributional
Equity Analysis for Net Energy Metering would not change programmatic
direction or tariff design.

Although PSE has not quantified a monetary value for the effort put forth to date,
PSE has extended a significant number of hours in the cumulative effort across
staff in the Regulatory, Customer Outreach, Customer Energy Innovation, Energy
Equity, and Customer Insights teams in conducting customer and advisory group
engagement around the net energy metering history and design and that of
adjacent distributed energy resource offerings targeted at income-qualified
populations. PSE staff have spent additional hours preparing and discussing
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regulatory filings related to PSE’s approach to addressing the first four steps of
the Distributional Equity Analysis for Net Energy Metering.

d. PSE has not estimated the cost of completing the Distributional Equity Analysis
for Net Energy Metering. PSE anticipates that significant additional effort would
be necessary to complete the Distributional Equity Analysis for Net Energy
Metering across PSE staff in Regulatory, Customer Energy Innovation, Energy
Equity, and Customer Insights teams. Given the substantial investment in
gathering and understanding community and advisory group perspectives on
barriers to participation in net energy metering (upfront costs, homeownership,
etc.), PSE does not believe that new learnings from the completion of the
Distributional Equity Analysis for Net Energy Metering will add value or inform
design. Spending additional effort on completing the Distributional Equity
Analysis for Net Energy Metering would detract from PSE staff’s focus on the
Integrated System Plan and continued progress in addressing affordability and
energy burden.

Independent of the Distributional Equity Analysis for Net Energy Metering, PSE
will continue to incorporate equity considerations into its approach to updating
the net energy metering tariff to reduce cost shifts to non-participants and
incentivize income-qualified participation. PSE plans to engage with its Equity
Advisory Group (EAG) on equity elements in its update to the new net energy
metering tariff, targeted for the second quarter of calendar year 2027.
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