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BEFORE THE WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
 

Dockets UE-260005 & UG-260006 
Puget Sound Energy 

2026 General Rate Case 
 
 

WUTC STAFF DATA REQUEST NO. 008: 
REQUESTED BY: Chris McGuire 
 
RE: Large Load Customers and Data Centers 
 
Please identify all existing and prospective data centers in your service territory. Include 
project name, location, requested interconnection capacity (MW), expected in service 
date(s), and expected annual energy use (MWh) at full build out. 
 
 
Response: 
 
For purposes of responding to WUTC Staff Data Request Nos. 008 through 020, Puget 
Sound Energy (“PSE”) has interpreted the term “large load” consistent with the following 
definition of the term created by the North American Electric Reliability Corporation 
(“NERC”) Large Load Task Force: 
 

Any commercial or industrial individual load facility or aggregation of load 
facilities at a single site behind one or more points of interconnection that 
can pose reliability risks to the [Bulk Power System] due to its demand, 
operational characteristics, or other factors. Examples include, but are not 
limited to, data centers, cryptocurrency mining facilities, hydrogen 
electrolyzers, manufacturing facilities, and arc furnaces.1 

 
Although the NERC Large Load Task Force has not yet provided a demand threshold or 
more granular characteristics of large loads, the Large Load Task Force anticipates 
further analysis and has forthcoming developments.2 PSE proposes a demand 
threshold of 20 megawatts (MW) to maintain consistency with the definition of the term 
“data center” discussed below. As of March 31, 2026, the NERC Large Load Task 
Force has not yet defined the term “data center” or sought to distinguish between data 
centers and other large load facilities, such as cryptocurrency mining facilities, hydrogen 
electrolyzers, manufacturing facilities, and arc furnaces.  
 

 
1 N. Am. Electric Reliability Corp., White Paper: Characteristics and Risks of Emerging Large Loads 

at 1 (2025), https://www.nerc.com/globalassets/who-we-are/standing-committees/rstc/whitepaper-
characteristics-and-risks-of-emerging-large-loads.pdf. 

2 Id. at 2. 
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For purposes of responding to WUTC Staff Data Request Nos. 008 through 020, PSE 
has interpreted the term “data center” consistent with the following definition used by the 
PSE Customer Engagement group:  
 

A data center is a physical room, building, or facility with an aggregate 
contract demand of 20 MW or more and houses information technology (IT) 
infrastructure for building, running, and delivering applications and services. 
It also stores and manages the data associated with those applications and 
services. 

 
For purposes of the above definition, the PSE Customer Engagement group adopted a 
demand threshold of 20 MW, which is consistent with the definition of the term 
“emerging large energy use facility” in Engrossed Second Substitute House Bill 2515:3  
 

(14) "Emerging large energy use facility" means a facility that has a 
maximum aggregate contract demand of 20 megawatts or more and is 
primarily engaged in providing a service described under code 518210 of 
the 2022 North American industry classification system.4 

 
There are no data centers located within PSE’s electric service territory operating at a 
demand of 20 megawatts or more. 
 
Over the period beginning January 1, 2023, through March 31, 2026, PSE has received 
inquiries from 27 potential large loads and data centers that might be located within 
PSE’s electric service territory. None of the above potential large loads has progressed 
beyond exploration and study phases or has made commitments to locate within PSE’s 
electric service territory. PSE does not consider potential load requests as probable until 
the customer commits to construction. 
 
Of these 27 potential large loads and data centers, the following ten remain in study 
phases: 
 

Project Type 
Requested 
Load (MW) 

Location 
(County) 

Request 
(Quarter) 

Phase 1: Exploratory Conversations 

None     

Phase 2: Feasibility Assessment 

Potential Facility 14 Large Load 35 King Q3 2024 

Potential Facility 25 Data Center 65 Whatcom Q3 2025 

 
3 H.B. 2515, 69th Leg., 2026 Reg. Sess. (Wash. 2026) (Engrossed Second Substitute), 

https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2025-26/Pdf/Bills/House%20Bills/2515-S2.E.pdf. 
4 Id. at 3 (italics added). 
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Project Type 
Requested 
Load (MW) 

Location 
(County) 

Request 
(Quarter) 

Potential Facility 26 Data Center 75 King Q3 2025 

Potential Facility 27 Large Load 177 King Q3 2025 

Phase 3: Solutions Study 

Potential Facility 08 Data Center 70 King Q1 2024 

Potential Facility 10 Data Center 200 King Q2 2024 

Potential Facility 12 Large Load 50 King Q3 2024 

Potential Facility 20 Data Center 100 King Q1 2025 

Potential Facility 23 Data Center 80 Kittitas Q2 2025 

Potential Facility 24 Large Load 45 King Q3 2025 

Phase 4: Request for Service; Proceed with Construction 

None     

 
Of these 27 potential large loads and data centers, the following 17 have withdrawn 
their requests: 
 

Project Type 
Requested 
Load (MW) 

Location 
(County) 

Request 
(Quarter) 

Withdrawn Requests 

Potential Facility 01 Large Load 260 Whatcom Q1 2023 

Potential Facility 02 Large Load 50 King Q1 2023 

Potential Facility 03 Large Load 33 King Q1 2023 

Potential Facility 04 Large Load 165 Skagit Q2 2023 

Potential Facility 05 Large Load 200 Skagit Q4 2023 

Potential Facility 06 Data Center 300 King Q4 2023 

Potential Facility 07 Data Center 110 King Q1 2024 

Potential Facility 09 Data Center 30 King Q2 2024 

Potential Facility 11 Data Center 250 Pierce Q3 2024 

Potential Facility 13 Large Load 150 Skagit Q3 2024 

Potential Facility 15 Data Center 50 King Q3 2024 

Potential Facility 16 Data Center 35 Thurston Q4 2024 

Exh. ZML-10 
UE-260005-06, UE-260113 

Page 3 of 4



 

 
PSE’s Response to WUTC Staff Data Request No. 008 Page 4 
Date of Response:  April 6, 2026 
Person who Prepared the Response:  Gretchen Aliabadi 
Witness Knowledgeable About the Response:  Aaron A. August 

Project Type 
Requested 
Load (MW) 

Location 
(County) 

Request 
(Quarter) 

Withdrawn Requests 

Potential Facility 17 Data Center 100 King Q4 2024 

Potential Facility 18 Data Center 24 King Q4 2024 

Potential Facility 19 Data Center 1000 Thurston Q4 2024 

Potential Facility 21 Data Center 20 Thurston Q1 2025 

Potential Facility 22 Data Center 50 Pierce Q2 2025 
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