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 “CONFIDENTIAL” Material 
  

Data Request 
No. 009 

Shaded information in each of the following attachments to 
Puget Sound Energy’s Response to WUTC Staff Data 
Request No. 009 is designated as CONFIDENTIAL per 
Protective Order in Dockets UE-260005 and UG-260006: 
 

• Attachment A to PSE’s Response to WUTC Staff Data 
Request No. 009; 

 

• Attachment E to PSE’s Response to WUTC Staff Data 
Request No. 009; 

 

• Attachment F to PSE’s Response to WUTC Staff Data 
Request No. 009; and 
 

• Attachment H to PSE’s Response to WUTC Staff Data 
Request No. 009. 
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BEFORE THE WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
 

Dockets UE-260005 & UG-260006 
Puget Sound Energy 

2026 General Rate Case 
 
 

WUTC STAFF DATA REQUEST NO. 009: 
REQUESTED BY: Chris McGuire 
 
RE: Large Load Customers and Data Centers 
 
Provide any correspondence, studies, or internal memoranda since January 1, 2022, 
that discusses high load growth, AI, or data center demand. Explain how this 
information was incorporated into the Company’s near-term and long-term load 
forecasts. 
 
 
Response: 
 
Please see Puget Sound Energy’s (“PSE”) Response to WUTC Staff Data Request 
No. 008 for PSE’s interpretation of the terms “large load” and “data center.”  
 
For the final F25 forecast, PSE forecasted an additional 20.5 megawatts (MW) of peak 
capacity and 5.4 average megawatts (aMW) of sales for potential data center loads by 
2030. PSE derived sales from current assumptions of data center usage patterns 
versus connected load.  
 
Attached as Attachment A to PSE’s Response to WUTC Staff Data Request No. 009 
are a series of presentations from May and June 2023 reviewing substation loading in 
the context of projected customer load growth, electrification, and distributed energy 
generation interconnection. These presentations increased awareness of high-load 
growth areas among PSE’s planning, project delivery, customer service, community 
relations, and other teams as part of the “PSE 2030” initiative to accelerate planning 
and investment toward meeting the requirements of Washington’s Clean Energy 
Transformation Act.  
 
Attached as Attachment B to PSE’s Response to WUTC Staff Data Request No. 009 is 
a copy of PSE’s Electric Distribution Planning Guidelines (“DPG”) dated December 
2023. These guidelines prescribe criteria for identifying high-growth regions and 
implementing more expedient project planning to enable timely implementation to serve 
load growth. 
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Attached as Attachment C to PSE’s Response to WUTC Staff Data Request No. 009 is 
a copy of PSE’s Electric DPG dated March 2026. These guidelines prescribe criteria for 
identifying high-growth regions and implementing more expedient project planning to 
enable timely implementation to serve load growth. 
 
Attached as Attachment D to PSE’s Response to WUTC Staff Data Request No. 009 is 
a copy of the Resource Planning Advisory Group (RPAG) Meeting presentation, dated 
February 27, 2025, regarding the development of PSE’s 2027 Integrated System Plan. 
This presentation includes slides covering the growth of the electric delivery system and 
the resulting need for accelerated investment in delivery system capacity, which must 
be considered in ISP strategy and local and regional transmission planning. 
 
Attached as Attachment E to PSE’s Response to WUTC Staff Data Request No. 009 is 
a copy of PSE’s Expedited Substation Capacity Process Guidelines, dated April 28, 
2023. These guidelines establish criteria for adding a second transformer bank at an 
existing substation location, or “double-banking”, to cost-effectively increase distribution 
system capacity promptly to meet high load growth within an area. 
 
Attached as Attachment F to PSE’s Response to WUTC Staff Data Request No. 009 is 
a copy of PSE’s Expedited Substation Capacity Process Guidelines, dated November 7, 
2025. These guidelines establish criteria for adding a second transformer bank at an 
existing substation location, or “double-banking”, to cost-effectively increase distribution 
system capacity promptly to meet high load growth within an area. 
 
Attached as Attachment G to PSE’s Response to WUTC Staff Data Request No. 009 is 
an MS Excel file that provides a summary of customer load requests per year that 
support Figure 8 in the Prefiled Direct Testimony of Michelle L. Vargo, Exh. MLV-1T. 
 
Attached as Attachment H to PSE’s Response to WUTC Staff Data Request No. 009 is 
an MS Excel file that provides project-specific underlying load data supporting 
Attachment G to PSE’s Response to WUTC Staff Data Request No. 009. 
 
Attached as Attachment I to PSE’s Response to WUTC Staff Data Request No. 009 are 
copies of various articles, reports, and other documents that discuss high load growth, 
AI, or data center demand. 
 
 
Shaded information in each of the following attachments to Puget Sound Energy’s 
Response to WUTC Staff Data Request No. 009 is designated as CONFIDENTIAL per 
Protective Order in Dockets UE-260005 and UG-260006: 
 

• Attachment A to PSE’s Response to WUTC Staff Data Request No. 009; 
 

• Attachment E to PSE’s Response to WUTC Staff Data Request No. 009; 
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• Attachment F to PSE’s Response to WUTC Staff Data Request No. 009; and 
 

• Attachment H to PSE’s Response to WUTC Staff Data Request No. 009. 
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