BEFORE THE WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

	WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION,
Complainant,

v.

QWEST CORPORATION d/b/a CENTURYLINK QC,
Respondent.


	DOCKET UT-140597
COMMISSION STAFF’S RESPONSE OPPOSING PUBLIC COUNSEL’S MOTION FOR OPPORTUNITY TO FILE CLOSING BRIEF



1 In its motion filed today, Public Counsel asked the Commission to require post-hearing briefs from the parties. Public Counsel proposes a deadline of January 29, 2016.

2 Commission Staff opposes Public Counsel’s request because briefs are unnecessary in this case. The facts are undisputed and CenturyLink has admitted liability. The sole remaining issue is the penalty amount, and the parties’ theories on this issue have been thoroughly explained and defended through pre-filed testimony. 
3 The final decision is a matter addressed to the Commission’s sound discretion. Briefing will only serve to delay the Commission’s decision. The Commission should deny Public Counsel’s motion.
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