
AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 11-04-041, filed 1/25/11, effective 
2/25/11)

WAC 480-62-235  Flaggers.  (1) The rules in this section apply 
whenever a railroad company engages in the maintenance, repair, or 
construction of a grade crossing or grade separated crossing; however, 
they do not apply when flaggers are provided only because of a cross-
ing signal malfunction or only because of inspections or repairs to a 
crossing signal system. The latter circumstances are covered by 49 
C.F.R., Part 234. In addition, 49 C.F.R. Part 234.5 recommends that 
railroad companies follow the requirements of Part VI of the Federal 
Highway Administration's Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices 
(MUTCD) to the extent possible. The commission further recommends that 
railroads also abide by the following rules to the extent possible in 
situations covered by 49 C.F.R. Part 234.

(2) Except as otherwise required in this section, traffic control 
devices, signs, barricades, and signaling methods must be set up in 
accordance with the provisions of the Manual on Uniform Traffic Con-
trol Devices (MUTCD). The commission adopts, by reference, specific 
portions of the MUTCD, as follows:

(a) Chapter ((8A.08)) 8A.13, Temporary Traffic Control Zones;
(b) Chapter ((6A)) 6A.01, General;
(c) Chapter ((6B)) 6A.02, Fundamental Principles of Temporary 

Traffic Control;
(d) Chapter ((6D)) 6C, Pedestrian and Worker Safety;
(e) Chapter ((6E)) 6D, Flagger Control;
(f) Chapter ((6G.18)) 6N.17, Work in the Vicinity of a Grade 

Crossing.
(3) Flaggers are to be used only when other reasonable means of 

control will not adequately control traffic in work zones. It may be 
reasonable in some cases to close the road on which the crossing is 
located, but only if agreed to by the public authority responsible for 
the roadway.

(4) Standards for high-visibility safety apparel.
(a) While flagging during daylight hours, a flagger must, at a 

minimum, wear:
- A high-visibility safety garment designed according to Class 2 

specifications in ANSI/ISEA 207-((2006)) 2020, American National 
Standard for High-Visibility Public Safety Vests((, specifically, a 
garment containing at least seven hundred seventy-five square inches 
of background material and two hundred one square inches of retrore-
flective material)); and

- A high-visibility hard hat.
(b) While flagging at night, a flagger must, at a minimum, wear:
- A high-visibility safety garment designed according to Class 2 

specifications in ANSI/ISEA 207-((2006)) 2020 over white coveralls, or 
other coveralls or trousers designed according to ANSI/ISEA 
207-((2006)) 2020 standards; and

- A high-visibility hard hat ((that is marked with at least 
twelve square inches of reflectorized material providing three hundred 
sixty degrees of visibility)).

(c) While flagging during inclement weather, yellow rain gear, 
white rain gear, or rain gear designed according to ANSI/ISEA 
207-((2006)) 2020 may be substituted for white coveralls.

(5) Railroad companies must develop and use a method to ensure 
that whenever there is any potential hazard associated with motor ve-
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hicles, construction equipment, or on-track equipment, that flaggers 
have adequate warning of objects approaching from behind the flagger.
Note: The following are some nonmandatory examples of methods that may be used to adequately warn flaggers:
 - Mount a mirror on the flagger's hard hat;
 - Use a motion detector with audible warning; or
 - Use a spotter.

(6)(a) Railroad companies must conduct an on-site safety briefing 
for flaggers each time a flagger reports for duty, and also when job 
site conditions change significantly. The briefing must include appli-
cable portions of the traffic control plan and any changes applicable 
during the flagger's shift. If not covered in the traffic control 
plan, the briefing must also include:

- The flagger's role and location at the job site;
- Motor vehicles and equipment in operation at the site;
- Job site traffic patterns;
- Communications and signals to be used between flaggers and 

equipment operators;
- Expected train and other on-track equipment movements;
- On-foot escape route; and
- Other hazards specific to the job site.
(b) When flaggers are used on a job site at a roadway allowing 

speeds of ((forty-five)) 45 mph or more and the job will last more 
than one day, the railroad company must keep on the site a current 
site-specific traffic control plan. The purpose of this plan is to 
help move traffic through or around the construction zone in a way 
that protects the safety of the traveling public, pedestrians and 
workers. The plan must include, but is not limited to, such items as:

- Sign use and placement;
- Application and removal of pavement markings;
- Construction;
- Scheduling;
- Methods and devices for delineation and channelization;
- Placement and maintenance of devices;
- Placement of flaggers;
- Roadway lighting;
- Traffic regulations; and
- Surveillance and inspection.
(7)(a) Where flaggers are used on roads allowing speeds of at 

least ((forty-five)) 45 mph, the railroad company must provide an ad-
ditional warning sign marked "BE PREPARED TO STOP."

(b) This sign is in addition to those required by Part VI of the 
Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices. It should be placed between 
the last two warning signs in the series or on the opposite side of 
the road when used on undivided roads.

(c) This additional sign does not increase the required advance 
warning area.

(d) The purpose of this additional sign is to clearly point out 
that a flagger will be encountered and the driver should be prepared 
to stop.

(8) To protect flaggers, railroad companies must ensure that:
(a) Flagger workstations are illuminated at night and during in-

clement weather by floodlights. It is important to adequately illumi-
nate the workstation without creating glare in the eyes of approaching 
drivers. The adequacy and proper placement of floodlights can best be 
determined by driving through and observing the workstation from each 
direction on the roadway.
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(b) Warning signs reflect the actual condition of the work zone. 
When not in use, warning signs should either be taken down or covered.

(c) Flaggers are not assigned other duties while engaging in 
flagging activities.

(d) Flaggers do not use devices (e.g., cell phones, pagers, or 
radio headphones) that may distract the vision, hearing, or attention 
of the flagger. Devices such as two-way radios used for communication 
between flaggers to direct traffic or ensure flagger safety are ac-
ceptable.

(e) Flaggers receive appropriate breaks from flagging so they can 
remain attentive and alert.

(9) Unless an emergency makes it impossible, before performing 
any work, railroad companies must coordinate all repair, maintenance, 
and construction work with the governing authority responsible for the 
road on which the crossing exists.

(10) Information about Title 49 C.F.R., the Manual on Uniform 
Traffic Control Devices, and ANSI/ISEA 207-((2006)) 2020 regarding the 
versions adopted and where to obtain them is set out in WAC 
480-62-999.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 18-10-001, filed 4/18/18, effective 
5/19/18)

WAC 480-62-245  Railroad owned or operated passenger carrying ve-
hicles—Operation.  (1) General.

(a) All passenger carrying motor vehicles must be operated in 
compliance with state law no matter where the vehicle is operated.

(b) Drivers must operate vehicles in a careful and prudent manner 
and at reasonable and proper speeds, with due regard to circumstances 
and to the use of highways by others.

(2) Minimum age, skill, and physical condition of drivers.
(a) Drivers of passenger carrying vehicles must be at least 

((eighteen)) 18 years old.
(b) Before being allowed to drive or operate a passenger carrying 

vehicle, drivers must have demonstrated the physical capability of 
handling the controls of the vehicle with ease.

(c) Before driving a vehicle, drivers or operators must obtain 
either a valid Washington state driver's license or a valid license 
from the state of the driver's residence. The driver must carry the 
license at all times while operating a vehicle. If the passenger car-
rying vehicle is a type for which the state of Washington requires an 
extraordinary license or endorsement, the driver must have such li-
cense or endorsement.

(3) Driver's daily hours of service. No driver of any passenger 
carrying vehicle may drive for more than ((ten)) 10 hours without 
resting afterward for a minimum of eight consecutive hours.

(4) Refueling. No driver or any employee of a railroad company 
operating within the state may:

(a) Fuel a passenger carrying vehicle with the engine running;
(b) Smoke or expose any flame in the vicinity of a vehicle being 

fueled;

[ 3 ] OTS-5338.2



(c) Fuel a passenger carrying vehicle unless the nozzle of the 
fuel hose is continuously in contact with the intake pipe of the fuel 
tank;

(d) Insofar as practicable, permit any other person to engage in 
activities that might result in a fire or explosion;

(e) Except on buses, all occupants of the vehicle, except the 
driver and those within the operating cab, must dismount and stand 
clear while the vehicle is being refueled.

(5) Driving rules.
(a) Drivers must bring vehicles to a complete stop not less than 

((fifteen)) 15 feet from the nearest rail of any at-grade crossing be-
fore crossing the track except:

(i) Where traffic is controlled by a police officer or a duly au-
thorized flagger;

(ii) Where traffic is regulated by a traffic control signal;
(iii) Where traffic is controlled by crossing gate arms or an al-

ternately flashing light signal intended to give warning of the ap-
proach of a train; or

(iv) Where an official traffic control device as designated by 
the commission pursuant to RCW 81.53.060 (i.e., an "EXEMPT" sign, 
specified as R15-3P by the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices) 
gives notice that the stopping requirement imposed by this section 
does not apply. Information about the Manual on Uniform Traffic Con-
trol Devices regarding the version adopted and where to obtain it is 
set out in WAC 480-62-999.

(b) Drivers must not change gears while crossing any railroad 
tracks.

(c) No driver may consume alcohol or ingest any controlled sub-
stance while on duty, or drive while affected by the use of intoxicat-
ing liquor or other substance that might impair the ability to drive.

(d) No driver may proceed down a grade with the gears in neutral 
or the clutch disengaged.

(e) At the beginning of his or her use of a vehicle, the driver 
must perform a brake test immediately before, and immediately after, 
the vehicle begins moving to ensure that the brakes are functioning 
properly.

(6) Loading and carrying of passengers.
(a) Drivers are in charge of the vehicle and must require passen-

gers to observe vehicle rules.
(b) Passengers may not enter or exit from the vehicle while it is 

in motion, or ride on running boards, fenders, bumpers, tops of cabs, 
or with any part of their body projecting beyond the sides or the ends 
of the vehicle.

(7) Carrying equipment or tools.
(a) When equipment or tools are carried inside the vehicle, they 

must be stored in enclosed racks or boxes that are secured to the ve-
hicle in a manner that prevents employees from being struck in the 
event of sudden starts, stops, or turns.

(b) All tools and equipment, including cylinders, containers, or 
drums must be properly secured so they will not interfere with the use 
of any exit.

(c) The driver must ensure that equipment and tools are properly 
secured before moving the vehicle.

(8) Limitation on transportation of explosives, gasoline, and 
other hazardous materials on passenger carrying vehicles.
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(a) Explosives other than track torpedoes and fusees may not be 
carried in or on any vehicle while the vehicle is being used to trans-
port crew members in a passenger compartment.

(b) If track torpedoes or fusees are carried in a passenger car-
rying vehicle, they must be carried in a separate compartment or con-
tainer provided for that purpose.

(c) Gasoline, or other hazardous materials, must not be carried 
in either the cab or in the passenger compartment; however, oxygen or 
acetylene cylinders may be carried if gauges and regulators have been 
removed with caps in place before loading.

(d) Passenger carrying vehicles may be used to carry flammable 
materials when they are located outside of and isolated from the pas-
senger carrying area, and are stored in containers approved by the Un-
derwriters Laboratories, Inc. Containers for fuel must be vented in a 
manner that prevents the hazardous concentration of fumes.

(e) A passenger carrying vehicle containing hazardous materials 
must not be parked within ((three hundred)) 300 feet of an open fire.

(f) Smoking is prohibited within ((fifty)) 50 feet of a vehicle 
carrying explosive or flammable materials.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 23-13-003, filed 6/7/23, effective 
7/8/23)

WAC 480-62-999  Adoption by reference.  In this chapter, the com-
mission adopts by reference all or portions of regulations and stand-
ards identified below. They are available for inspection at the com-
mission library. The publications, effective dates, references within 
this chapter, and availability of the resources are as follows:

(1) Title 49 Code of Federal Regulations, cited as 49 C.F.R., in-
cluding all appendices and amendments is published by the United 
States Government Printing Office.

(a) The commission adopts the version in effect on December 31, 
((2022)) 2023.

(b) This publication is referenced in WAC 480-62-160 (Compliance 
policy), WAC 480-62-200 (Roadway worker safety and operating rules and 
statutes), WAC 480-62-205 (Track safety standards), WAC 480-62-210 
(Crossing signal circuitry), WAC 480-62-215 (Hazardous materials regu-
lations), WAC 480-62-235 (Flaggers), WAC 480-62-240 (Railroad owned or 
operated passenger carrying vehicles—Equipment), WAC 480-62-278 (Con-
tract crew transportation vehicle and driver safety requirements), and 
WAC 480-62-293 (Contract crew transportation enforcement).

(c) Copies of Title 49 Code of Federal Regulations are available 
from the U.S. Government Online Bookstore, https://bookstore.gpo.gov/, 
and from various third-party vendors.

(2) Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices, cited as Manual on 
Uniform Traffic Control Devices, or MUTCD, is published by the United 
States Government Printing Office.

(a) The commission adopts the version in effect on December 31, 
((2022)) 2023.

(b) This publication is referenced in WAC 480-62-230 (Traffic 
control devices), WAC 480-62-235 (Flaggers), and WAC 480-62-245 (Rail-
road owned or operated passenger carrying vehicles—Operation).
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(c) Copies of the MUTCD are available from the U.S. Government 
Online Bookstore, https://bookstore.gpo.gov/, and from various third-
party vendors.

(3) ANSI/ISEA Z308.1 - 2021 American National Standard for Mini-
mum Requirements for Workplace First Aid Kits is published by the 
American National Standards Institute.

(a) The commission adopts the version in effect on December 31, 
((2022)) 2023.

(b) This publication is referenced in WAC 480-62-240 (Passenger 
carrying vehicles—Equipment).

(c) Copies of ANSI/ISEA Z308.1 - 2021 American National Standard 
for Minimum Requirements for Workplace First Aid Kits and Supplies are 
available from American National Standards Institute.

(4) ANSI/ISEA 207-2011 - American National Standard for High-Vis-
ibility ((Public)) Safety ((Vests)) Apparel is published by the Ameri-
can National Standards Institute.

(a) The commission adopts the version in effect on December 31, 
((2022)) 2023.

(b) This publication is referenced in WAC 480-62-235 (Flaggers).
(c) Copies of ANSI/ISEA 207-2011 - American National Standard for 

High-Visibility ((Public)) Safety ((Vests)) Apparel are available from 
American National Standards Institute.

(5) North American Standard Out-of-Service Criteria (OOSC) is 
published by the Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance (CVSA).

(a) The commission adopts the version in effect on April 1, 
((2023)) 2024.

(b) This publication is referenced in WAC 480-62-278 (Contract 
crew transportation vehicle and driver safety requirements).

(c) The North American Out-of-Service Criteria is a copyrighted 
document. Copies are available from CVSA.
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