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BEFORE THE WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
 

Dockets UE-260005 & UG-260006 
Puget Sound Energy 

2026 General Rate Case 
 
 

WUTC STAFF DATA REQUEST NO. 023: 
REQUESTED BY: Sophie C. Major 
 
RE: Load Forecast F25 
 
Regarding, Jacobs Exh. JJJ-3, explain how the methods and results of the forecast 
compare to load forecast contained in the 2023 Electric Progress Report. Also explain 
any changes in forecasting data sources or assumptions. 
 
 
Response: 
 
Please see chapter 6, section 4 (Methodology) of the 2023 Electric Progress Report 
(“EPR”), provided as the Sixth Exhibit to the Prefiled Direct Testimony of Craig J. 
Pospisil, Exh. CJP-7, for a general overview of the electric system/class-level load 
forecast methodology, a list of input data, and their sources. 
 
The methodology to develop the system/class-level load forecast in this case is 
fundamentally the same, with the following updates: 
 

• Sourced economic and demographic variable assumptions directly from data 
providers and no longer estimate them through a regional economic and 
demographic model. 

 
• Removed retail rates as a driver. 

 
• Added historical and forecasted permits as a driver of electric customer 

growth. 
 

• Added load impacts of electrification through building codes, incentivized and 
non-incentivized gas-to-electric conversions. 
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The source data for the economic and demographic data has changed since the 2023 
EPR. The electric forecast now uses the sources in the table below. 
 

Sources for Economic and Demographic Data in Forecast Models 

Data Source 

Manufacturing employment, 
unemployment rate 

U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) via Moody’s Analytics 

www.bls.gov 

US gross domestic product U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA) via Moody’s 
Analytics 

www.bea.gov 

Single-family and multifamily 
housing permits, population 

U.S. Census Bureau via Moody’s Analytics 

www.census.gov 

 
The updated forecast used in this case, including the impacts of demand-side resources 
(“DSR”), is higher than the 2023 EPR by 65 average megawatts (aMW) in 2026, rising 
to 110 aMW in 2030. 
 

Electric Load (aMW) 

  
EPR 2023 incl DSR 

(aMW) 
F25 incl DSR 

(aMW) 
Difference 

(aMW) 

2026 2,558 2,623 65 

2027 2,558 2,629 71 

2028 2,563 2,641 78 

2029 2,565 2,657 92 

2030 2,570 2,680 110 

 
Please see Puget Sound Energy’s Response to WUTC Staff Data Request No. 021 for 
the inputs and assumptions specific to the forecast used in this case. 
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