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BEFORE THE WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

Dockets UE-260005 & UG-260006
Puget Sound Energy
2026 General Rate Case

WUTC STAFF DATA REQUEST NO. 252:
REQUESTED BY: Ana Boyd and Hannah Halliday

RE: Thermal Energy Network Pilot

Please refer to PSE's Response to Staff Data Request 186 also refer to PC DR 071. Is
there an identified length of project delay that would trigger PSE removing and/or
delaying the TENs O&M expense being included in customer rates?

a. If PSE, the developer, or Seattle University chose to cancel or discontinue the
project between now and January 1, 2028, would PSE still incorporate the
identified TENs O&M adjustment into customer rates?

Response:

Puget Sound Energy (“PSE”) has not established a specific length of project delay that
would trigger the removal or deferral of the Thermal Energy Network operations and
maintenance (“O&M”) adjustment from customer rates.

PSE does not propose any change to cost recovery treatment if the Commission grants
recovery of the O&M cost as proposed by PSE and the developer or Seattle University
were to cancel or discontinue the project between the date of this response and
January 1, 2028 for the reasons stated in PSE’s Response to Public Counsel Data
Request No. 071, not all of which are summarized herein. In a Multi-Year Rate Plan
(“MYRP?”), rates are set at the beginning of the MYRP period for each year of the
MYRP period. Therefore, there would be no opportunity to change rates prior to
January 1, 2028. As stated in PSE’s Response to Public Counsel Data Request

No. 071, although O&M expenses are not subject to exact reconciliation to forecasted
levels in rates, there are customer protections in place in the form of the earnings
sharing mechanism under RCW 80.28.425(6) that protect against occurrences such as
significant under-running of O&M expense compared to amounts approved for recovery
by the Commission.
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