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WALLA WALLA WINE TOURS 

 

DOCKET TE-190303 

 

 

DECLARATION OF JASON HOXIT 

 

 

  

 

I, Jason Hoxit, under penalty of perjury under the laws of the state of Washington, declare as 

follows: 

1. I am over 18 years of age, a citizen of the United States, a resident of the state of 

Washington, and competent to be a witness. 

2. I am employed by the Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission 

(Commission) as a Compliance Investigator in the Transportation Safety Division. 

As a Compliance Investigator, my responsibilities include conducting investigations 

into the operations of regulated and unregulated transportation companies. As part of 

those duties, I investigate charter party and excursion service carriers that may be 

operating without the required Commission-issued certificate. 

3. On June 4, 2019, the Commission entered Order 02, Stipulated Initial Order 

Classifying Respondent as Charter Party or Excursion Service Carrier; Ordering 

Respondent to Cease and Desist; Imposing and Suspending Penalties on Condition of 

Future Compliance (Order 02).1 Order 02 assessed a penalty of $10,000 against 

Black Tie Limousines, Inc., d/b/a Black Tie Wine Tours; Black Tie; Black Tie 

Transportation; Walla Walla Wine Tours, (Black Tie or Company) for two violations 

of Revised Code of Washington (RCW) 81.70.220(1) for operating as a charter party 

or excursion service carrier in the state of Washington without first having obtained a 

certificate from the Commission. 

4. In Order 02, the Commission suspended a $9,500 portion of the penalty for a period 

of two years on the condition that Black Tie refrains permanently from further 

operations as a charter party or excursion service carrier in the state of Washington 

without first obtaining the required certificate from the Commission. 

5. On June 7, 2019, Black Tie paid the $500 portion of the penalty that was not 

suspended.  

 
1 See Attachment A for a copy of Order 02 in Docket TE-190303, dated June 4, 2019. 
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6. In the transcript from the June 4 special proceeding, Black Tie acknowledged that: 

(1) the Company reviewed and understood Order 02 in its entirety; (2) the Company 

was penalized $10,000 for advertising and offering to conduct operations without the 

required certificate; and (3) if the Commission found Black Tie advertising or 

offering to provide charter party or excursion carrier services during the two-year 

suspension period, the Company would have to pay the entire $10,000 penalty. In the 

transcript, Leah Maldonado, part owner of Black Tie, testified that the Company 

would obtain a limousine endorsement through Washington Department of Licensing 

(DOL) and therefore would not be subject to the Commission’s regulation.2 

7. On April 20, 2021, I initiated a follow-up investigation of Black Tie to check for 

compliance with Order 02 in Docket TE-190303. On April 20, I visited the 

Company’s website, www.blacktiewinetours.com. Under the website’s pricing tab, 

the Company advertised an “8 Passenger Super Stretch” and a “10 Passenger 

Mercedes Sprinter Van,” both at a rate of $110 per hour.3 On the website’s 

homepage, the Company provided the phone number of (509) 525-8585.4 

8. On April 20, 2021, I searched Washington Department of Revenue’s (DOR) 

Business Licensing Service, which produced records showing that Black Tie is still 

registered under UBI: 602-276-517; Amy Bruner, Leah Maldonado, and Manuel 

Maldonado remained the governing persons; and the Company was registered under 

the classification of “Tour Operators.”5 

9. On April 20, 2021, I visited Black Tie’s Facebook page, which listed 

www.blacktiewinetours.com as the Company’s website and provided a phone 

number of (509) 525-8585.6 

10. On April 20, 2021, I contacted Black Tie through Facebook Messenger, where I 

requested a wine tour in the Walla Walla area for a group of nine people. On April 

20, 2021, the Company responded and offered to provide a wine tour for nine 

passengers using its 10-passenger Sprinter van, quoted a rate of $132 per hour for the 

Sprinter van, and requested that I call the Company at (509) 525-8585 to discuss the 

details of the wine tour.7 

11. On April 20, 2021, I emailed DOL to obtain additional information pertaining to 

Black Tie’s operating status. On April 21, 2021, DOL notified me that Black Tie 

does not have a valid limousine license and instead has a pending for-hire 

application.8 

 
2 See Attachment B for a copy of the June 4 transcript, pages 14-19. 
3 See Attachment C for a copy of the Company’s “Pricing” page, captured on April 20, 2021. 
4 See Attachment D for a copy of the Company’s homepage, captured on April 20, 2021. 
5 See Attachment E for a copy of DOR’s Business Licensing Service, captured on April 20, 2021. 
6 See Attachment F for a copy of the Company’s Facebook page, captured on April 20, 2021. 
7 See Attachment G for a copy of the Facebook Messenger conversation, dated April 20, 2021. 
8 See Attachment H for a copy of the emails with DOL, captured on April 21, 2021. 
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12. On April 21, 2021, I searched Commission records, which showed that Black Tie 

does not have the required authority to provide charter party or excursion carrier 

service in the state of Washington.9 

13. Based on paragraphs 7 through 12 above, Commission staff (Staff) finds that Black 

Tie failed to comply with the condition of Order 02 in Docket TE-190303, 

specifically, the condition to refrain permanently from further operations as a charter 

party or excursion service carrier in the state of Washington without first obtaining 

the required certificate from the Commission. Staff recommends the Commission 

impose the $9,500 suspended penalty on Black Tie. 

 

DATED this 7th day of May 2021, at Lacey, Washington. 

 

 

     /s/ Jason Hoxit           

JASON HOXIT

 
9 See Attachment I for a copy of Commission records documenting the Company’s unregulated status, 

captured on April 21, 2021. 
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