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BEFORE THE WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
 

Dockets UE-260005 & UG-260006 
Puget Sound Energy 

2026 General Rate Case 
 
 

WUTC STAFF DATA REQUEST NO. 028: 
REQUESTED BY: Sophie C. Major 
 
Re: 80 MW DER Portfolio Characteristics 
 
On page 27 of Exh. TAH-1T, the witness states that, “Analysis methodology to broad 
portfolio requirements, such as the 80 MW DER portfolio, poses significant 
methodological challenges, including data availability constraints across diverse 
program types, difficulty establishing meaningful baselines for programs at different 
stages of development, and resource-intensive analyses that may not yield actionable 
insights for program improvement.” 
 

a. Please explain in detail the diversity of programs contained in the 80 MW DER 
portfolio, including the type and size of each program, the length of time each 
program has been established, and the stage of development of each program.  

b. Please provide specific examples of how data availability may constrain the 80 
MW DER DEA. 

c. What work, if any, has the Company done towards completing the 80 MW DER 
DEA? 

d. What outreach, if any, has the Company conducted with the EAG, the 
Commission, its advisory groups, and the original intervenors to the 2022 and 
2024 rate cases to come to an agreement on an acceptable sample size for the 
80 MW DER DEA since the Commission issued its 2024 GRC Final Order? 

 
 
Response: 
 
a. Table 1 below provides an overview of the 80 MW Distributed Energy Resource 

portfolio status as of December 31, 2025, including the type and size of each 
program, the length of time each program has been established, and the stage of 
development of each program.  
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Table 1. 80MW DER Portfolio Status Overview. 

Resource  Type  Description  
Capacity 

(2025)  
MW AC  

Commercial 
Operation 

Date (COD)  

Number 
of 

Projects  
Counties  

Community 
Solar  

PSE 
owned or 

PPA  

Shared solar arrays for 
subscribing customers 

16.225 MW Established in 
2021 

2023-2025  

8  Whatcom, 
King, Thurston, 
Pierce, Kittitas 

Solar Grants* Customer
-owned  

Annual solar installation 
funding opportunity for 

CBOs, government 
agencies, and Tribal 

entities serving historically 
marginalized communities  

1.0318 MW 
**  

2022-2025  
  

40  King, Kitsap, 
Pierce, Skagit, 

Thurston, 
Whatcom  

Net Metering  Customer
-owned  

Customer-owned, behind-
the-meter solar 

interconnected and 
credited per Rate Schedule 
150, installed after PSE’s 
4% NEM requirement was 
reached pursuant to RCW 

80.60  

56.2 MW  April 1, 2024-
Dec 31, 2025  

6,117  Island, King, 
Kitsap, Kittitas, 
Pierce, Skagit, 

Thurston, 
Whatcom  

Solar Energy 
Credit***  

Customer
-owned  

Privately owned solar 
arrays that are paid for 

export excess kWh to our 
system, as outlined in 

Schedule 667.  

4.933 MW  2025  22  King, Pierce, 
Skagit, 

Whatcom, 
Thurston  

Multi-
Occupant  

Solar  

Customer
-owned  

Privately owned solar 
arrays that export excess 
kWh to our system and 

share with allocated 
customers, as outlined in 

Schedule 686  

0 **** 2025  0  n/a  

 
* Formerly Green Power Solar Grants 
** 0.33131 MW also included in Net Metering total 
*** Formerly Solar Export Rate 
**** Although PSE has no projects currently installed, there are projects in the pipeline. 
 
b. PSE has varying levels of available information and data across the products that 

make up the 80 MW Distributed Energy Resources portfolio. Customer-owned 
projects do not have production meters, so PSE does not have access to data on 
total behind-the-meter energy production and use. 

 
c. On September 15, 2025, PSE presented to its Equity Advisory Group (“EAG”) on 

the Distributional Equity Analysis for the 80 MW Distributed Energy Resources 
portfolio. PSE provided an overview of the portfolio's components and sought 
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feedback on how to make the Distributional Equity Analysis most useful to the 
named communities. 

 
PSE recognized that the Distributional Equity Analysis for Net Energy Metering 
comprises about 72 percent of the 80 MW Distributed Energy Resources 
portfolio. PSE recommended alignment with WUTC Staff, given the significant 
overlap of the Net Energy Metering program with the 80 MW Distributed Energy 
Resources portfolio.1 

 
PSE has worked to integrate equity within the remaining programmatic 
components of the 80 MW Distributed Energy Resources portfolio. As noted in 
PSE’s Response to WUTC Staff Data Request No. 027, community solar is the 
second-largest component of the portfolio, and the design to increase access to 
income-eligible no-cost subscriptions was done in consultation with the LIAC and 
EAG.  

 
o Eligible participants: Customers whose income is at or below 80 percent 

Area Median Income (AMI) or at or below 200 percent Federal Poverty 
Level 

 
o Outcomes:  

 
 40 percent of income-eligible shares are dedicated to low-income 

customers living in named communities (2024) 
 

 8 percent of income-eligible shares are subscribed to Deepest 
Needs customers (2024) 

 
 100 percent of income-eligible shares are subscribed (2025) 

 
Additional program components of the 80 MW DER portfolio have been designed 
for equity: 

 
o Solar Grants – 1 percent of 80 MW  

 
 Eligible participants: Community-based organizations, 

government agencies, and Tribal entities serving historically 
marginalized communities. PSE invites EAG members to 
participate as panelists in the solar grant review process. 

 
 Funding: Up to $100,000 per project 

 

 
1 From PSE’s Distributional Equity Analysis on NEM filing (Docket UE-23103) on December 18, 2025 

Exh. SCM-11 
UE-260005-06, UE-260113 

Page 3 of 6



 

 
PSE’s Response to WUTC Staff Data Request No. 028 Page 4 
Date of Response:  April 9, 2026 
Person who Prepared the Response:  Suzanne Tedrow 
Witness Knowledgeable About the Response:  Troy A. Hutson 

o Solar Energy Credit Enhanced Incentive Funding – 6 percent of 80 
MW  

 
 Eligible participants: Community-based organizations, 

government agencies, and Tribal entities serving historically 
marginalized communities 

 
 Funding: Up to $250,000 per project  

 
o Multi Occupant Solar Enhanced Incentives – Launched in 2025 – 

planned capacity of 740 kW 
 

 Eligible participants: Tribal entities and/or affordable housing 
providers where at least half of the property’s units are occupied by 
low-income residents or Tribal members 

 
 Funding: Up to $250,000 per project  

 
As outlined in PSE’s Response to WUTC Staff Data Request No. 024, PSE has 
plans to solicit EAG feedback in the evolution of the Net Energy Metering tariff. 
 
PSE has made progress in increasing the diversity of offerings tailored to meet 
the needs of low-income and named community populations. PSE has 
specifically worked to address the needs of renters and to create offerings that 
eliminate or reduce the need for upfront investment. PSE has also worked to 
expand and address procedural equity barriers by addressing language access 
and improving outreach and engagement with named communities.  
 
Given PSE’s progress toward equitable outcomes, it is unclear how a 
Distributional Equity Analysis will further address the needs of named 
communities. 

 
d. PSE has presented to EAG regarding the various programmatic elements of the 

80 MW Distributed Energy Resources portfolio on numerous occasions since 
2022. PSE has solicited feedback on design to reduce barriers to adoption for 
named community and low-income participants in support of equitable outcomes. 
PSE met with interested parties on three occasions to discuss the specific 
Distributional Equity Analysis requirements for the 80 MW Distributed Energy 
Resources portfolio. Please see the summary below of PSE’s effort to solicit 
community feedback on the current 80 MW Distributed Energy Resources 
portfolio, Distributional Equity Analysis processes, and community engagement 
activities in support of the equitable distribution of benefits of Distributed Energy 
Resources: 
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• EAG Meeting June 12, 2023 – PSE presented an overview of Distributed 
Energy Resources, a review of the community and interested parties to 
enhance equity design in community solar. PSE sought additional 
feedback from the EAG on Community Solar design. 

 
• EAG Meeting July 17, 2023 – PSE presented the Solar Grant program 

and sought additional feedback from the EAG on its design. Following this 
meeting, PSE integrated EAG members into the Solar Grant review panel. 

 
• EAG Meeting May 21, 2024 – PSE presented additional details on the 

Solar Grant program for 2024-2025 and encouraged EAG members to 
share feedback, engage with their community on participating, and invited 
them to participate in the review panel. 

 
• EAG Meeting July 16, 2024 – PSE presented the results and learnings of 

its Distributional Equity Analysis pilot on community solar. PSE requested 
EAG feedback on how it could improve its work on Distributional Equity 
Analysis. 

 
• EAG Meeting October 15, 2024 – PSE presented information on its Net 

Energy Metering program, reviewed the Distributional Equity Analysis tool, 
and shared information on the overlap between the Net Energy Metering 
program and the 80 MW Distributed Energy Resources portfolio. PSE 
sought feedback from the EAG on the Net Energy Metering program. 

 
• EAG Meeting January 21, 2025 – PSE presented its work on the 

Distributed Energy Resources Empowerment pilot. PSE shared learnings 
on engaging Named Community members at the “Empowerment” level on 
the International Association for Public Participation’s Public Participation 
Spectrum in developing Distributed Energy Resource offerings specifically 
for named communities. 

 
• EAG Meeting June 16, 2025 – PSE provided an overview of the Solar 

Grants program, impacts from 2017-2024, 2024 results, sought 
participants for the review panel, and encouraged outreach to the 
community. 

 
• EAG Meeting March 17, 2025 – PSE provided an overview of the Net 

Energy Metering and Distributional Equity Analysis context. PSE 
requested EAG feedback in defining the priority population. 

 
• EAG Meeting September 15, 2025 – PSE presented programs that 

comprise the 80 MW Distributed Energy Resources portfolio and sought 
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EAG feedback on ways to evaluate the 80 MW Distributed Energy 
Resources portfolio. 

 
PSE presented to the LIAC on January 14, 2025, on the Distributional Equity 
Analysis for Net Energy Metering. PSE requested a LIAC designee to participate 
in the EAG meetings and the Distributional Equity Analysis process.  
 
PSE met with WUTC Staff on September 18, 2025, to review PSE’s progress on 
equity compliance requirements, including progress on the Distributional Equity 
Analysis on the 80 MW Distributed Energy Resources portfolio. 
 
PSE has invested significant effort in conducting community engagement and 
outreach activities to understand customer sentiment on Distributed Energy 
Resources, barriers to participation, incentives to reduce those barriers, and 
procedural equity elements and considerations to increase equitable access to 
Distributed Energy Resources. PSE has made programmatic changes to 
increase incentives, eliminate upfront costs, develop programs that work for 
renters, and increase engagement and participation of named communities, 
deepest need, and low-income customers. PSE has worked to establish a role 
for the EAG in the selection of community recipients for Solar Grants, enabling 
representation on the selection committee from community advocates, and will 
continue to engage the EAG in developing the Net Energy Metering tariff. Given 
PSE’s substantive work on community engagement, a significant number of 
public meetings, and progress in distribution of Distributed Energy Resources 
benefits to named communities, PSE does not believe that completion of the 
Distributional Equity Analysis for the 80 MW Distributed Energy Resources 
portfolio would result in additional learnings that will meaningfully shape 
Distributed Energy Resources programmatic design. 
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