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JEA DATA REQUEST NO. 059:

Explain whether PSE will use biodiesel, biofuels, or renewable natural gas to generate
power from the Centralia Power Plant during the 17-year period of the Centralia Energy
Transition Tolling Agreement.

Response:

No. Puget Sound Energy ("PSE") does not plan to use biodiesel, biofuels, or renewable
natural gas to generate power from the Centralia Power Plant during the 17-year period
of the Centralia Energy Transition Tolling Agreement, for the reasons described below.

Technology. The Centralia Energy Transition project involves converting TransAlta's
existing Unit 2 coal-fired facility to a natural gas-fired Rankine cycle boiler and steam
turbine. See Prefiled Direct Testimony of Craig J. Pospisil, Exh. CJP-1HCT, at page 95,
line 13, through page 96, line 12; Twenty-Fourth Exhibit to the Prefiled Direct Testimony
of Craig J. Pospisil, Exh CJP-25HC, at page 324 ("Technology type: Rankine cycle
Natural Gas fired boiler and steam turbine power generator"). The converted boiler is
designed to combust natural gas, not liquid fuels such as biodiesel or other biofuels.
The Centralia boiler conversion does not incorporate the engineering or fuel handling
infrastructure necessary for liquid fuel combustion.

Fuel Supply Infrastructure. PSE's fuel supply plan for the Centralia Power Plant is
designed to deliver natural gas via PSE's existing firm transportation contracts on
Williams Northwest Pipeline and Jackson Prairie Storage. See Twenty-Fourth Exhibit to
the Prefiled Direct Testimony of Craig J. Pospisil, Exh. CJP-25HC, at page 174. No
infrastructure for liquid fuel delivery, storage, or handling is planned or included in the
project scope. Although renewable natural gas is a pipeline-quality gas that could be
delivered through the same pipeline infrastructure as conventional natural gas, PSE has
not identified renewable natural gas as part of its fuel supply plan for Centralia.
Renewable natural gas supply in the Pacific Northwest is limited, and PSE has not
entered into or forecasted any renewable natural gas procurement arrangements for the
facility.

Planning Basis. As described in PSE's Response to Joint Environmental Advocates
Data Request No. 056, during PSE's evaluation of the project, PSE analyzed fueling
scenarios that included 100 percent natural gas and a 50 percent natural gas /
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50 percent diesel distillate blend. PSE ultimately determined that the project will achieve
100 percent firm natural gas supply capability and the diesel distillate scenario is not
part of PSE's current plan. No alternative fuel scenarios involving biodiesel, biofuels, or
renewable natural gas were modeled for the Centralia facility. See also PSE's
Responses to Joint Environmental Advocates Data Request Nos. 056 and 058.
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