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JEA DATA REQUEST NO. 078:

RE: Decarbonization

Please refer to Exhibit MLV-12 at p. 14, stating that “The Pacific Northwest is
recognized as an important region in the development of a clean hydrogen economy
and has been awarded hydrogen hub funding through the Department of Energy’s
Office of Clean Energy Demonstrations (OCED).”

a. What is the current status of the Pacific Northwest Hydrogen Hub’s funding from
the U.S. Department of Energy?

b. Has the Pacific Northwest Hydrogen Hub indicated any intent to provide
hydrogen for gas distribution system blending? If so, please provide all
documents in PSE’s possession demonstrating this intent.

Response:

a. On or about October 1, 2025, the U.S. Department of Energy announced the
termination of its financial award to the Pacific Northwest Hydrogen Association
under the Regional Clean Hydrogen Hubs program. The Pacific Northwest
Hydrogen Association had been awarded $27.5 million for Phase 1 activities out
of a total federal cost share of up to $1 billion. Puget Sound Energy (“PSE”) was
an early participant in the Pacific Northwest Hydrogen Association consortium,
working with the association to explore green electrolytic hydrogen for use in
peak power generation activities. Following the termination announcement of the
U.S. Department of Energy, the status of individual Pacific Northwest Hydrogen
Association subrecipient projects varies. Some project partners have paused
development activities, while others have indicated they intend to proceed
independently of federal funding.

b. PSE objects to subpart b of Joint Environmental Advocates Data Request
No. 078 as overbroad and unduly burdensome to the extent it seeks "all
documents in PSE's possession" demonstrating intent by the Pacific Northwest
Hydrogen Hub to provide hydrogen for gas distribution system blending.
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Without waiving this objection and subject thereto, PSE responds as follows:

No. To PSE's knowledge, the Pacific Northwest Hydrogen Association has not
indicated any intent to provide hydrogen specifically for gas distribution system
blending. The Pacific Northwest Hydrogen Association’s planned use cases
focused on green electrolytic hydrogen production for freight transportation,
industrial applications (e.g., ammonia and fertilizer production), and peak power
generation, not blending into natural gas distribution systems. See Sixteenth
Exhibit to the Prefiled Direct Testimony of Susan E. Free, Exh. SEF-17, at page 4
(PSE was working with the Pacific Northwest Hydrogen Association “to spur
green electrolytic hydrogen for use in peak power generation activities”); Sixth
Exhibit to the Prefiled Direct Testimony of Craig J. Pospisil, Exh. CJP-7, at
page 36 (describing PSE's participation in the Pacific Northwest Hydrogen
Association in the context of hydrogen combustion at peaking plants).

PSE's proposed Hydrogen Blending Pilot (Corporate Spending Account
(CSA0486), described in pages 13 through 24 of the Eleventh Exhibit to the
Prefiled Direct Testimony of Michelle L. Vargo, Exh. MLV-12) references the
Pacific Northwest Hydrogen Association and the U.S. Department of Energy’s
Office of Clean Energy Demonstrations funding as regional context for the
development of a clean hydrogen economy, not as a planned hydrogen supply
source for the pilot. The pilot's hydrogen supply would be purchased from
regional suppliers. See Eleventh Exhibit to the Prefiled Direct Testimony of
Michelle L. Vargo, Exh. MLV-12, at page 18 ("the limited quantity of hydrogen
required for this pilot will be purchased from regional suppliers to accelerate
deployment and minimize upfront capital costs").
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