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BEFORE THE WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
 

Dockets UE-260005 & UG-260006 
Puget Sound Energy 

2026 General Rate Case 
 
 

JEA DATA REQUEST NO. 081: 
 
RE: Decarbonization 
 
Please refer to Exhibit MLV-12 at p. 18, stating that “the limited quantity of hydrogen 
required for this pilot will be purchased from regional suppliers to accelerate deployment 
and minimize upfront capital costs.” 
 
a. Has PSE identified any regional suppliers who could provide hydrogen for use in 

PSE’s pilot? If so, please list each and every source of hydrogen that PSE 
expects will be available during this multiyear rate plan period for purchase or 
procurement by PSE to use in hydrogen blending into its gas system. 

 
b. Does PSE intend to procure green electrolytic hydrogen as defined in 

RCW 43.330.560(2) or renewable hydrogen as defined in 54.04.190(6)(c)? 
 
c. Does PSE intend to procure hydrogen that meets a minimum lifecycle 

greenhouse gas emissions intensity? 
 
d. To the extent that PSE has identified potential sources of hydrogen supply for its 

pilot, has PSE estimated the lifecycle greenhouse gas emissions intensity of 
hydrogen produced by these potential sources? 

 
e. Has PSE evaluated how many tons of greenhouse gas emissions its proposed 

hydrogen blending pilot would avoid? If so, please provide all documents in 
PSE’s possession describing this evaluation. 

 
f. Has PSE estimated the cost per ton of avoided greenhouse gas emissions 

expected from its hydrogen blending pilot? If so, please provide all analyses, 
workpapers, and other documents used to develop this estimate. 

 
 
Response: 
 
a. Puget Sound Energy (“PSE”) has not yet identified specific regional suppliers for 

the hydrogen blending pilot. The Proposed Timeline provided in the Eleventh 
Exhibit to the Prefiled Direct Testimony of Michelle L. Vargo, Exh. MLV-12, at 
page 23 and 24, sequences the establishment of hydrogen supply contracts 
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during the Design phase (Q2 2028 – Q1 2029), following site selection and Gate 
Approval #1 (Q1 2028). Because the pilot remains in the pre-initiation stage 
pending Commission approval through the multiyear rate plan, supplier 
identification and contracting have not yet commenced. See PSE's Response to 
Joint Environmental Advocates Data Request No. 080 (describing the pilot's 
current project lifecycle status and timeline). 

 
b. PSE has not committed to procuring green electrolytic hydrogen as defined in 

RCW 43.330.560(2) or renewable hydrogen as defined in RCW 54.04.190(6)(c) 
for purposes of this pilot. The pilot's primary objective is to evaluate infrastructure 
compatibility, operational integration, and community engagement, not to 
demonstrate emissions reductions from a specific hydrogen production pathway. 
Hydrogen procurement specifications, including the type of hydrogen, will be 
determined during the Design phase (Q2 2028 – Q1 2029) based on regional 
availability, cost, and supply logistics. See Eleventh Exhibit to the Prefiled Direct 
Testimony of Michelle L. Vargo, Exh. MLV-12, at page 18 ("the limited quantity of 
hydrogen required for this pilot will be purchased from regional suppliers to 
accelerate deployment and minimize upfront capital costs"). 

 
c. No. Given the limited scope and duration of the pilot, PSE has not established a 

minimum lifecycle greenhouse gas emissions intensity requirement for the 
hydrogen to be procured. As noted in the response to subpart b, the pilot is 
designed to evaluate infrastructure compatibility and operational feasibility. 
Hydrogen procurement specifications will be developed during the Design phase. 

 
d. Because PSE has not identified potential hydrogen supply sources, PSE has not 

estimated the lifecycle greenhouse gas emissions intensity of hydrogen produced 
by any such sources. 

 
e. PSE objects to subpart e of Joint Environmental Advocates Data Request 

No. 081 as overbroad and unduly burdensome to the extent it seeks "all 
documents" and "all analyses, workpapers, and other documents." 

 
Without waiving these objections and subject thereto, PSE responds as follows: 

 
No. PSE has not evaluated the quantity of greenhouse gas emissions that could 
be avoided through the proposed pilot. The pilot is designed to assess system 
performance, operational integration, and community engagement within a 
bounded distribution segment,  it is not designed to achieve or quantify emissions 
reductions at scale. See PSE's Response to Joint Environmental Advocates Data 
Request No. 077 (describing the pilot as providing "operational experience with 
hydrogen blending at up to 5% by volume within a bounded distribution segment 
serving up to 500 customers" and noting that "it is not designed to prepare the 
broader pipeline system for hydrogen transport at scale"). 
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f. PSE objects to subpart f of Joint Environmental Advocates Data Request 
No. 081 as overbroad and unduly burdensome to the extent it seeks "all 
documents" and "all analyses, workpapers, and other documents." 

 
Without waiving these objections and subject thereto, PSE responds as follows: 

 
No. PSE has not estimated the cost per ton of avoided greenhouse gas 
emissions associated with the pilot and has not developed analyses, workpapers, 
or related documents for such an estimate. Because the pilot is not designed to 
achieve quantified emissions reductions, a cost-per-ton metric is not applicable to 
the pilot as proposed. 
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