
From: Dave Van Hersett [mailto:davevanhersett@comcast.net]  
Sent: Monday, July 15, 2019 11:27 AM 
To: Reynolds, Deborah (UTC) <deborah.reynolds@utc.wa.gov> 
Cc: Snyder, Jennifer (UTC) <jennifer.snyder@utc.wa.gov>; 'Lyons, John' <John.Lyons@avistacorp.com>; 
Johnson, Steven (UTC) <steven.johnson@utc.wa.gov>; magneglide@comcast.net 
Subject: RE: FAQ 2019 IRP and Recently Passed Legislation 
 
Hi Deborah:  My response to your questions below is yes to both.   My major concern is that the true 
much higher costs to Avista’ s customers and myself from the environmental agenda sponsored by the 
state and groups like the Sierra Club are not fully presented for the customers for their acceptance.   
 
When I joined the IRP TAC group years ago the objective was to provide a 20 year plan for low cost 
generation and energy resources.  The current IRP objective seems to be to maximize a social and 
environmental agenda instead of low cost energy resources.  
 
We in the Inland Empire on the west side produce food crops from our land, forest products from the 
timber resources and mineral resources from underground.  We are already fully engaged in optimizing 
the management of the environment to provide a living over the decades for the Avista customers.  The 
additional energy costs will produce a negative impact on our export products we grow and 
mine.  These environmental and social costs will add a higher total production costs to our products and 
impact our competitive position in the domestic and world economy.  These environmental and social 
objectives since the 1980’s have produced uncontrolled forest fires that burn people alive, destroy 
property and removed a timber resource from the economy.  These dark side impacts have to be 
included in our IRP evaluations. 
 
So please include my comments and observations in the IRP docket for Avista. 
 
Hoping for Reality,  
 
Dave Van Hersett, retired PE 
Avista Residential Customer since 1967 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From: Reynolds, Deborah (UTC) <deborah.reynolds@utc.wa.gov>  
Sent: Monday, July 15, 2019 10:25 AM 
To: Dave Van Hersett <davevanhersett@comcast.net> 
Cc: Snyder, Jennifer (UTC) <jennifer.snyder@utc.wa.gov>; Johnson, Steven (UTC) 
<steven.johnson@utc.wa.gov> 
Subject: RE: FAQ 2019 IRP and Recently Passed Legislation 
 
Hi Dave, 
 
Thank you very much for your comments. I did not see a response from us to your email, and since 
Jennifer is out of the office this week, I want to make sure we understand your request. You want to 
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make sure that the upstream impacts of resource costs, particularly related to renewable resources, are 
included in the IRP modeling. Is that correct? Also, do you want your comments to be entered in the IRP 
docket for Avista? 
 
If Jennifer already replied, my apologies for the duplication! 
 
Best regards, 
 
Deborah Reynolds 
Assistant Director, Conservation and Energy Planning  
(360) 664-1255  
deborah.reynolds@utc.wa.gov   
 
After years on Evergreen Park Drive in Olympia, the UTC is moving to Lacey. As of July 1, our new address will be 
621 Woodland Sq. Lp. SE, Lacey 98503. The UTC will have limited operations beginning June 21 through July 1 as we 
move offices. Please let me know if you have any questions, and thank you for your patience during the transition 
period. For more information, click here. 
 
Utilities and Transportation Commission  
Respect. Professionalism. Integrity. Accountability.  
www.utc.wa.gov  
 
This e-mail states the informal opinions of commission staff, is offered as technical assistance, 
and is not legal advice. We reserve the right to amend these opinions should circumstances 
change or additional information be brought to our attention. Staff's opinions are not binding 
on the commission. 
 
 
 
 
From: Dave Van Hersett [mailto:davevanhersett@comcast.net]  
Sent: Wednesday, June 12, 2019 9:18 PM 
To: Snyder, Jennifer (UTC) <jennifer.snyder@utc.wa.gov>; gsbooth@bpa.gov; forda@mail.wsu.edu; 
Johnson, Steven (UTC) <steven.johnson@utc.wa.gov>; Murray, Chuck (COM) 
<chuck.murray@commerce.wa.gov>; dsaul@uidaho.edu; anderson.arielle@gmail.com; 
matto@McKinstry.com; MStokes@idahopower.com; jeffmorris@energyhorizonllc.com; 
AshA@McKinstry.com; nancy@nwenergy.org; randy.lobb@puc.Idaho.gov; baz@pivotal-
investments.com; swalker@nrdc.org; Joe Miller <Joseph.w.miller@state.or.us>; 
david.wren@clearwaterpaper.com; rkahn@rdkco.com; Becky.King@chelanpud.org; Lee, Lisa A. (DOC) 
<lalee@DOC1.WA.GOV>; Wilson, Kirsten G. (DES) <kirsten.wilson@des.wa.gov>; 
tkhannon@comcast.net; Ductz@hotmail.com; magneglide@comcast.net; Terry-schultz@comcast.net; 
bicycleward@yahoo.com; wizfe@icehouse.net; bregher@pacbell.net; Blittle@huntwood.com; 
colin.conway@khco.com; rhauge@ewu.edu; rhauge4env@aol.com; nskuza@ewu.edu; 
SSimmons@NWCouncil.org; spittman@ameresco.com; johnf@inlandpower.com; Kinney, Scott 
<scott.kinney@capella.edu>; Melissa.Kaplan@clearwaterpaper.com; Brian.Dale@clearwaterpaper.com; 
deank@co.whitman.wa.us; arts@co.whitman.wa.us; Lance.Henderson@directenergy.com; 
cspc@shasta.com; doug.howell@sierraclub.org; eosborne@nwcouncil.org; gcharles@nwcouncil.org; 
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EHiaasen@clatskaniepud.com; shigenobu.hamada@perennialpower.net; 
merle.pedersen@perennialpower.net; Sprague, Collins <CSPRAGUE@HCTC.COM>; Cebulko, Bradley 
(UTC) <bradley.cebulko@utc.wa.gov>; joni@nwenergy.org; cconklin@spokanecity.org; 
botto@idahoconservation.org; Daniel.Howlett@energykeepersinc.com; 
Travis.Togo@energykeepersinc.com; doug_krapas@iepco.com; kevind@iepco.com; 
honekamp@snapwa.org; dfs@birchenergy.com; nathan.weller@Pullman-Wa.gov; 
simonj@gonzaga.edu; jorgenr@gmail.com; christopher.galland@ge.com; mcleveland@popud.org; 
TJayaweera@NWCouncil.org; Tiffany.Floyd@deq.idaho.gov; Carl.Brown@deq.idaho.gov; 
shauna@pnucc.org; gavin@pvbuilt.com; john.robbins@wartsila.com; Yao.Yin@puc.idaho.gov; 
PDeVol@idahopower.com; Colamonici, Carla (ATG) <carla.colamonici@atg.wa.gov>; 
dhschaub@gmail.com; MStarrett@NWCouncil.org; bobby.castaneda@clearesult.com; 
brett.lichtenthaler@clearesult.com; ecleveland@idahoconservation.org; 
mnykiel@idahoconservation.org; amy@nwenergy.org; tomas@pnucc.org; bkathrens@hotmail.com; 
john@waterplanet.ws; ben.serrurier@ccrenew.com; esteb44@centurylink.net; 
Michael.Eldred@puc.idaho.gov; gsnow@pera-inc.com; amanda@renewablenw.org; 
jmletellier48@gmail.com; phil@philjonesconsulting.com; Dahl, Corey J (ATG) <corey.dahl@atg.wa.gov>; 
kmaracas@comcast.net; kyle@carbonwa.org; bparker.work@gmail.com; kathlyn.kinney@gmail.com; 
brian.g.henning@gmail.com; kelly@climatesolutions.org; Stacey.Donohue@puc.idaho.gov; 
Rachelle.Farnsworth@puc.idaho.gov; Terri.Carlock@puc.idaho.gov; jason@sovereignpower.co; 
tedesco@spokanetribe.com; John.Chatburn@oer.idaho.gov; eric@4sighteng.com; 
sarah.crowe@clearesult.com; kara@measurepnw.com; Nathan.Sandvig@nationalgrid.com; 
zentzlaw@gmail.com 
Cc: Scanlan, Kathi (UTC) <kathi.scanlan@utc.wa.gov>; Reynolds, Deborah (UTC) 
<deborah.reynolds@utc.wa.gov> 
Subject: RE: FAQ 2019 IRP and Recently Passed Legislation 
 
Hi Jennifer:  I am Dave Van Hersett, residential customer of WWP and Avista since 1967.  I have 
participated in the IRP process since its beginning.  The emphasis seems to be highly biased towards 
incorporating non-fossil fueled generation resources, such as wind, solar and renewable biomass 
generation.  What is not included in these options is the cost and resources needed to produce, 
manufacture, install and integrate these alternative resources.  The materials and manufacturing of 
these alternative generation resources is much greater than the traditional generation resources that 
yield a lower cost of generation and energy for me as a residential customer.  The dark side of these 
alternative resources is not presented nor evaluated in the total cost of these resources.  I have 
estimated that the number of wind turbines and solar panels would be in the thousands and the mining 
of the minerals, making the raw metals and components of materials and the subsequent manufacture 
of these alternative resources would produce many times the emissions and environmental impacts that 
we currently incur with the traditional resources.  The result would be that the dark side would produce 
an environmental impact many times the traditional fossil fuel generation resources.  The higher cost of 
the alternative resources and the need for subsidies verifies that there is a significant higher impact to 
the environment than that is advertised.  There is a substantial dark side to these alternative resources.   
 
Thus I would suggest that the dark side of these alternative “clean” resources be included in our 
evaluations to get the true impact and a realistic comparison of all options. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to present my input to this IRP process.  As the last IRP meeting financial 
cost data was presented that these alternative resources when fully implemented would increase my 
utility bill by three hundred percent.  This is not an acceptable option to me as a representative of the 
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99% of the rate paying customers.  Note that only less than 1% of the customers participate in the 
offered environmental options that have a higher cost than the normal electric rates.   Why should the 
1% impose there will on the majority. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Dave Van Hersett, Technical Advisory Committee Member of Avista IRP process. 
June 12, 2019 
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