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Aqsa Mengal 
+1 (608) 471-8438         aqsa@frontandcentered.org         LinkedIn 

  
EDUCATION 

Yale University New Haven, CT 
Master of Environmental Management, 2025 

 Specializations: 1) People, Equity, and the Environment, 2) Climate Change Science & Solutions 
 
Lahore University of Management Sciences (LUMS)   Lahore, Pakistan 
Bachelor of Science (Honors and Distinction) in Anthropology & Sociology, 2020 

 

RELEVANT EXPERIENCE 

Front and Centered Seattle, WA 
Climate and Clean Energy Policy Lead October 2025 – Present 

 Lead the coalition’s energy justice portfolio by developing and executing statewide policy and strategies that 
center frontline communities and advance Washington’s Just Transition. 

 Monitor and advance utility compliance with Washington’s Clean Energy Transformation Act (CETA), Climate 
Commitment Act (CCA), and other relevant state mandates. 

 Develop and advocate for the passage of legislation that advances energy affordability, equitable energy 
planning and development, and home and community decarbonization. 

 
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)  Bonn, Germany (remote) 
    Consultant                                                                                                                 September 2025 – December 2025 

 Drafted the Global Climate Action Agenda 2026-2030 in the lead up to COP30. 

 Led the analysis and writing of the synthesis report for feedback received in response to the five-year vision 
and plan for the Global Climate Action Agenda. 

 Supported the analysis and writing of the 2025 NDCs Synthesis Report, focusing on non-party stakeholder 
engagement in the context of the First Global Stocktake. 

 
    Global Climate Action Intern September 2024 – January 2025 

 Supported the Global Climate Action team’s COP29 initiatives, focusing on climate finance (NCQG) and 
National Determined Contributions (NDC) development under the Paris Agreement. 

 Drafted technical papers and policy briefs for Marrakech Partnership and Non-Party Stakeholder 
collaborations. 

 
Yale University 
 
    People, Equity, & the Environment (PE2) Learning Community                                               New Haven, CT 
    Co-Lead                                                                                                                             September 2023 – May 2025 

 Led the PE2 LC and specialization at Yale School of the Environment with a team of 4 other graduate students 
to provide justice and equity focused academic and programming support to a student community of 400+.  

 Devised and executed field trips, conferences, professional development events, and collaborations with other 
centers and programs at Yale and beyond to help graduate students develop the necessary skills for achieving 
climate and environmental justice and equity outcomes.      

 
    Yale Program on Climate Change Communication (YPCCC)  New Haven, CT 
    Partnerships Student Team Manager    September 2023 – May 2025 

 Managed a team of 5 students delivering climate communication resources for NGOs, government agencies 
(e.g., NOAA), and international partners. 

 Authored case studies and blogs to advance climate action narratives domestically and internationally. 

 Facilitated partnerships translating climate science data and public attitudes into actionable policy tools. 
 



    Yale Center for Environmental Justice New Haven, CT 
    Environmental Justice Community Fellow January 2024 – May 2024 

 Designed a generative AI tool for environmental justice (EJ) communities in Connecticut, which aids in 
drafting public comments, summarizing environmental risks, and enhancing grassroots advocacy efforts. 

 Mapped EJ initiatives across Connecticut, strengthening community capacity in Bridgeport and the Northeast 
U.S. 

 
NYC Mayor’s Office of Climate & Environmental Justice (MOCEJ)   New York City, NY (remote) 
Consultant August 2024 – December 2024 

 Collaborated with NYC MOCEJ, the Street Vendor Project, and the Yale School of Public Health to design 
and implement a mixed-methods pilot study on the environmental and health impacts of fossil fuel generators 
used by street vendors in NYC. 

 Conducted air quality, noise, and heat exposure assessments, and gathered qualitative data through vendor 
interviews to evaluate climate and health burdens in high-heat urban settings. 

 Synthesized findings into a final report and presentation with policy recommendations to support vendor 
electrification and advance environmental justice and health equity in NYC’s informal economy. 

 
Alliance for Tribal Clean Energy (ATCE)                                                                            New Haven, CT (remote) 
Policy Fellow            June 2024 – August 2024  

 Led the development, research, and writing of a multi-state study on Tribal-state relations to improve the 
context for implementation of EPA’s Solar for All awards for Tribes. 

 Created a repository of public facing resources to increase awareness on the need for Tribal energy sovereignty 
and energy justice.  

 Represented the Policy and Government Relations team on key meetings and conferences with state and 
federal partners, coalitions, and other aligned stakeholders to further shared priorities and deliverables.  

 
Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC)   Chicago, IL 
Program Assistant – Water and Climate Adaptation March 2022 - July 2023 

 Managed operations for the Climate Adaptation and Safe Drinking Water teams, including $800K+ budgets, 
grants, and contracts. 

 Conducted research to support FEMA reform, managed retreat, water affordability and equity, and flood 
disclosure laws. 

 Developed toolkits, comment letters, social media campaigns, and other public resources in collaboration with 
community and national partners. 

 
Bayou City Waterkeeper   Houston, TX (remote) 
Water Policy Fellow September 2022 - June 2023 

 Advanced environmental justice solutions for flood-prone coastal communities in Harris County, Texas. 

 Drafted policy factsheets, funding guides, and story maps for BCWK’s work on flooding resilience and disaster 
management. 

 Mapped and visualized historic disinvestment and lack of climate adaptation funding for Black and Brown 
communities located within the Lower Galveston Bay Watershed. 

 
BioVid Corporation   Bristol, PA (remote) 
Associate Project Coordinator September 2021 - March 2022 

 Coordinated multi-national market research projects for 3 different life science clients. 

 Managed recruitment, survey programming, data analysis, and client reporting for 5 healthcare projects. 
 
Ministry of Climate Change / United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)            Islamabad, Pakistan 
Research Assistant and Monitoring & Evaluation Intern     January 2021 - April 2021 

 Provided research-based assistance for UNDP’s Glacial Lakes Outburst Flood Risk Reduction (GLOF-II) 
Project by compiling global best practices and policy interventions. 



 Presented policy recommendations to the Additional Secretary for the Ministry of Climate Change and the 
UNDP project team of 6 members, calling for incorporation of Indigenous practices for GLOF management 
into the project’s operative framework. 

 

SKILLS 

 Technical: ArcGIS, Power BI, Salesforce, RStudio, Microsoft Office Suite, Google Workspace 

 Languages: English (fluent), Urdu (fluent), Brahui (fluent), Hindi (proficient), Pashto (proficient) 


