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BEFORE THE WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
 

Dockets UE-260005 & UG-260006 
Puget Sound Energy 

2026 General Rate Case 
 
 

JEA DATA REQUEST NO. 020: 
 
RE: Capital Expenditures 
 
Please refer to the Prefiled Direct Testimony of Michelle L. Vargo (Exhibit MLV-1T), 
Table 30, at page 73, summarizing the Company’s planned gas capital investments for 
the rate case period. 
 
a. What is the average cost to replace a residential gas meter? 
 
b. Are gas meter costs collected as capital expenses or operational expenses? 
 

i. If gas meter costs are collected as capital expenses, what is the 
depreciation life assumed for a gas meter? 

 
 
Response: 
 
a. The average cost to replace a single residential gas meter varies depending on 

whether the work is performed as part of a service line replacement or as a 
standalone meter exchange. Based on current cost experience, the typical range 
is approximately $220 to $360 per meter, with standalone exchanges generally at 
the higher end of the range due to the incremental mobilization and site-specific 
costs associated with a standalone work order. These estimates include labor, 
materials, and applicable overheads. 

 
b. Gas meter costs are treated as capital expenditures and are recorded in FERC 

Account 381 (Meters and Meter Installations). See Prefiled Direct Testimony of 
Michelle L. Vargo, Exh. MLV-1T, at page 73 (Table 30) (summarizing planned 
gas capital investments by category for the rate case period). 

 
i. The depreciation life assumed for a gas meter is 40 years. 
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