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JEA DATA REQUEST NO. 062: 
 
How much natural gas will PSE procure annually for the Centralia Power Plant during 
the 17-year period of the Centralia Energy Transition Tolling Agreement? Provide all 
documents, calculations, and analysis related to this request. 
 
 
First Revised Response: 
 
Puget Sound Energy ("PSE") will procure natural gas as needed to operate the 
Centralia Power Plant in accordance with dispatch decisions during the 17-year period 
of the Centralia Energy Transition Tolling Agreement. As stated in PSE's Response to 
Joint Environmental Advocates Data Request No. 056, the Centralia Power Plant is 
designed and intended to operate on natural gas as its sole fuel source during the term 
of the tolling agreement. See Prefiled Direct Testimony of Craig J. Pospisil, Exh. CJP-
1HCT, at page 99, lines 6 through 10. 
 
The table below shows estimated annual natural gas usage during the tolling agreement 
period, based on the portfolio optimization analysis performed in the Aurora long-term 
capacity expansion and dispatch model as described on pages 165 through 167 of the 
Twenty-Fourth Exhibit to the Prefiled Direct Testimony of Craig J. Pospisil, Exh. CJP-
25HC. 
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2036  
2037  
2038  
2039  
2040  
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2042  
2043  
2044  
2045  

 
The Aurora model estimates economic dispatch based on forecasted wholesale market 
prices, natural gas prices, Climate Commitment Act ("CCA") allowance costs,and 
system resource needs, using the F2024 Load Forecast and assumptions consistent 
with the 2025 Resource Planning Analysis. See Twenty-Fourth Exhibit to the Prefiled 
Direct Testimony of Craig J. Pospisil, Exh. CJP-25HCr, at pages 195 through 201. 
 
Actual dispatch and fuel procurement will depend on real-time market conditions, CCA 
allowance prices, system reliability needs, and other factors that may differ from the 
Aurora model assumptions. Under the tolling agreement structure, PSE pays a fixed 
capacity charge regardless of dispatch; fuel costs are variable and incurred only when 
the facility generates. The zero-emissionfuel years (2040–20445) occurs because the 
Aurora model projects that escalating CCA allowance costs will increase the variable 
cost of natural gas-fired generation, including fuel and CCA allowance costs, to the 
point where dispatch for energy is not economicwill exceed wholesale market electricity 
prices in those years under the normal conditions reflected in Aurora model 
assumptions. Actual operations may differ from modeled estimates. The zero-
fuelemission years reflect the model's economic dispatch projections for energy, not a  
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decision by PSE to cease operations or fuel procurement.￼ The capacity value of the 
resource (i.e., its availability to generate during periods of system need) persists 
throughout the term of the tolling agreement regardless of projected economic dispatch 
in any given year. See Exh. CJP-1HCT at page 99, lines 4 through 5 (facility "designed 
and intended to operate at an annualized plant capacity factor of less than 60 percent") 
and CJP-1HCT at 17-20 (“Among all resources under evaluation in the 2024 All-Source 
RFP and bilateral discussions, the Centralia Energy Transition project represents the 
largest available opportunity to address PSE’s capacity needs.” 
 
Documents, calculations, and analysis related to this request include the following: 
 

• Pages 165 through 167 of the Twenty-Fourth Exhibit to the Prefiled Direct 
Testimony of Craig J. Pospisil, Exh. CJP-25HCr, provide Aurora portfolio 
optimization dispatch results. 

 
• Pages 195 through 201 of the Twenty-Fourth Exhibit to the Prefiled Direct 

Testimony of Craig J. Pospisil, Exh. CJP-25HCr, provide a description of 
PSE’s optimization analysis. 

 
• Page 95, line 1, through page 100, line 5, of the Prefiled Direct Testimony 

of Craig J. Pospisil, Exh. CJP-1HCT, provides a description of the 
Centralia Project, fuel, and capacity factor. 

 
• The EMC Decisional presentation dated December 2, 2025, provided as 

Attachment A to PSE's Response to Joint Environmental Advocates Data 
Request No. 034 and on pages 92.1 through 92.40 of the Twenty-Fourth 
Exhibit to the Prefiled Direct Testimony of Craig J. Pospisil, Exh. CJP-
25HCr. 

 
See also PSE's Responses to Joint Environmental Advocates Data Request Nos. 056, 
058, 061, and 065. 
 
 
Shaded information in PSE’s First Revised Response to Joint Environmental Advocates 
Data Request No. 062 is designated as CONFIDENTIAL per Protective Order in 
Dockets UE-260005 and UG-260006. 
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