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(C) transmit, receive, display, forward, cache, search,
subset, organize, reorganize, or translate content.

PART II--DEVELOPMENT OF COMPETITIVE MARKETS

SEC. 251. [47 U.S.C. 251] INTERCONNECTION.
(a) GENERAL DUTY OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIERS.--Each

telecommunications carrier has the duty--
(1) to interconnect directly or indirectly with the facilities and

equipment of other telecommunications carriers; and
(2) not to install network features, functions, or capabilities that do

not comply with the guidelines and standards established pursuant to
section 255 or 256.
(b) OBLIGATIONS OF ALL LOCAL EXCHANGE CARRIERS.--Each local

exchange carrier has the following duties:
(1) RESALE.--The duty not to prohibit, and not to impose

unreasonable or discriminatory conditions or limitations on, the resale of its
telecommunications services.

(2) NUMBER PORTABILITY.--The duty to provide, to the extent
technically feasible, number portability in accordance with requirements
prescribed by the Commission.

(3) DIALING PARITY.--The duty to provide dialing parity to
competing providers of telephone exchange service and telephone toll
service, and the duty to permit all such providers to have nondiscriminatory
access to telephone numbers, operator services, directory assistance, and
directory listing, with no unreasonable dialing delays.

(4) ACCESS TO RIGHTS-OF-WAY.--The duty to afford access to the
poles, ducts, conduits, and rights-of-way of such carrier to competing
providers of telecommunications services on rates, terms, and conditions
that are consistent with section 224.

(5) RECIPROCAL COMPENSATION.--The duty to establish reciprocal
compensation arrangements for the transport and termination of
telecommunications.
(c) ADDITIONAL OBLIGATIONS OF INCUMBENT LOCAL EXCHANGE

CARRIERS.--In addition to the duties contained in subsection (b), each incumbent
local exchange carrier has the following duties:

(1) DUTY TO NEGOTIATE.--The duty to negotiate in good faith in
accordance with section 252 the particular terms and conditions of
agreements to fulfill the duties described in paragraphs (1) through (5) of
subsection (b) and this subsection. The requesting telecommunications
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carrier also has the duty to negotiate in good faith the terms and conditions
of such agreements.

(2) INTERCONNECTION.--The duty to provide, for the facilities and
equipment of any requesting telecommunications carrier, interconnection
with the local exchange carrier's network--

(A) for the transmission and routing of telephone exchange
service and exchange access;

(B) at any technically feasible point within the carrier's
network; 

(C) that is at least equal in quality to that provided by the
local exchange carrier to itself or to any subsidiary, affiliate, or any
other party to which the carrier provides interconnection; and 

(D) on rates, terms, and conditions that are just, reasonable,
and nondiscriminatory, in accordance with the terms and conditions
of the agreement and the requirements of this section and section
252.
(3) UNBUNDLED ACCESS.--The duty to provide, to any requesting

telecommunications carrier for the provision of a telecommunications
service, nondiscriminatory access to network elements on an unbundled
basis at any technically feasible point on rates, terms, and conditions that
are just, reasonable, and nondiscriminatory in accordance with the terms
and conditions of the agreement and the requirements of this section and
section 252. An incumbent local exchange carrier shall provide such
unbundled network elements in a manner that allows requesting carriers to
combine such elements in order to provide such telecommunications
service.

(4) RESALE.--The duty--
(A) to offer for resale at wholesale rates any

telecommunications service that the carrier provides at retail to
subscribers who are not telecommunications carriers; and

(B) not to prohibit, and not to impose unreasonable or
discriminatory conditions or limitations on, the resale of such
telecommunications service, except that a State commission may,
consistent with regulations prescribed by the Commission under this
section, prohibit a reseller that obtains at wholesale rates a
telecommunications service that is available at retail only to a
category of subscribers from offering such service to a different
category of subscribers. 
(5) NOTICE OF CHANGES.--The duty to provide reasonable public

notice of changes in the information necessary for the transmission and
routing of services using that local exchange carrier's facilities or networks,
as well as of any other changes that would affect the interoperability of




