
Service Date:  August 27, 2026 

BEFORE THE WASHINGTON 
UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND 
TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION, 

Complainant,  

v. 

RICHVIEW WATER COMPANY, 

Respondent.  

DOCKET UW-260574 

ORDER 01 

ALLOWING TARIFF TO GO INTO 
EFFECT AND REQUIRING GENERAL 
RATE CASE FILING BEFORE 
OCTOBER 1, 2028

BACKGROUND 

1 On June 30, 2026, Richview Water Company (Richview or Company) filed its initial 
tariff with the Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission (Commission). 
Richview is a new company that will serve a residential development in Franklin County 
with potable water.1 The Company currently serves seven customers on one system with 
600 total authorized connections. The Company’s original proposed rates produced an 
average bill of $66.19 per month and would generate more than $557 annually.2  

2 Commission staff (Staff) reviewed the Company’s filing and made adjustments based on 
the Company’s proposed expenses, plant in service, contribution in aid of construction, 
customer usage projections, and rate design. Staff’s revised rates produced an average bill 
of $66.05 per month. In revising the rate, Staff also reduced the base rate and increased 
the usage rates. However, because this is a new development and an initial tariff filing, 
the Company does not have the same historical cost details as established water 
companies. Therefore, Staff recommends requiring the Company file a general rate case 
before October 1, 2028. This will allow the Company operational time to gather the 
necessary cost data and file a general rate case with the updated cost information. 

 
1 River Ranch Water Company will provide irrigation for outdoor watering.   
2 WAC 480-110-255(1)(b) (stating jurisdictional thresholds of one hundred or more customers or 
have average revenue of more than five hundred fifty-seven dollars per customer per year). 
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3 On July 20, 2026, Richview filed a request to extend the effective date of the new water 
tariff from August 1, 2026, to September 1, 2026, to allow the parties additional time to 
review the tariff filing. 

4 On August 24, 2026, the Company filed revised rates at Staff recommended levels. The 
Company filed further revisions on August 25, 2026. 

5 Staff recommends authorizing the tariff filed by the Company on June 30, 2026, and 
revised on August 25, 2026, to go into effect, and require the Company to file a general 
rate case no later than October 1, 2028. 

6 On June 30, 2026, Richview notified its customers of its initial tariff filing. Staff has not 
received any comments. 

7 The matter came before the Commission during its regularly scheduled open meeting on 
August 27, 2026. Staff reiterated their recommendation. The Commission also heard 
comments from the Company. 

DISCUSSION 

8 This is an initial tariff for a development project that is projected to exceed the 
jurisdictional threshold of one hundred or more customers and more than $557.00 per 
customer per year. For these reasons, the Commission agrees with Staff that the 
Company’s tariff filing, as revised on August 25, 2026, should be approved.   

9 We also agree with Staff that because Richview is a new company and does not have the 
historical cost data typical for a general rate case, it is appropriate to allow the Company 
operational time to gather the necessary cost data and file a general rate case with the 
updated cost information. The Company should be required to file a general rate case no 
later than October 1, 2028. This filing requirement will provide Staff an opportunity to 
review the collected data to ensure revenues, expenses, and allocations are fair, just, 
reasonable, and sufficient.  

FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS 

10 (1) The Commission is an agency of the state of Washington vested by statute with 
the authority to regulate the rates, regulations, practices, accounts, and affiliated 
interests of public service companies, including water companies. 
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11 (2) Richview is engaged in the business of providing water services within the State 
of Washington and is a public service company subject to Commission 
jurisdiction. 

12 (3) This matter came before the Commission at its regularly scheduled meeting on 
August 27, 2026. 

13 (4) After review of the initial tariff filed in Docket UW-260574 by Richview Water 
Company on June 30, 2026, as revised on August 25, 2026, and giving due 
consideration, the Commission finds that the tariff should be allowed to go into 
effect September 1, 2026. 

14 (5) We also find that Richview should file a general rate case no later than October 1, 
2028, allowing Richview Water Company to collect updated information, and 
Staff to ensure the revenues, expenses, and allocations are fair, just, reasonable, 
and sufficient. 

ORDER 

THE COMMISSION ORDERS: 

15 (1) The initial tariff filed by Richview Water Company on June 30, 2026, and revised 
August 25, 2026, is fair, just, reasonable, and sufficient, and may go into effect on 
September 1, 2026.   

16 (2) Richview Water Company shall file a general rate case no later than October 1, 
2028. 

17 (3) The Commission authorizes the Commission Secretary to accept by letter a filing 
that complies with the requirements of this Order. 

18 (4) The Commission retains jurisdiction over the subject matter and Richview Water 
Company to effectuate the provisions of this Order. 
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DATED at Lacey, Washington, and effective August 27, 2026. 

 WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 

BRIAN J. RYBARIK, Chair 

ANN E. RENDAHL, Commissioner 

MILTON H. DOUMIT, Commissioner 
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